70th  anniversary  of  Kristallnacht  marked 
on  Parliament  Hill 


By  Liana  Shlien 
Hundreds  gathered  at  the  West 
Block  on  Parliament  Hill  Novem- 
ber 9 to  commemorate  the  70th  an- 
niversary of  Kristallnacht,  the 
Night  of  Broken  Glass. 

On  the  night  of  November  9. 
1938,  rioters  in  Nazi  Germany  and 
Austria  burned  hundreds  of  syna- 
gogues and  smashed  the  windows 
of  thousands  of  Jewish-owned  busi- 
nesses and  homes.  Nearly  30,000 
Jewish  men  were  arrested  and  sent 
to  concentration  camps  and  92  Ger- 
man Jews  were  killed. 

The  events  of  Kristallnacht 
marked  a turning  point  for  Euro- 
pean Jewry  and  were  a prelude  to 
the  organized  extermination  of  six 
million  Jews  during  the  Holocaust. 

Ambassadors  and  representatives 
from  the  embassies  of  Israel,  Swe- 
den, Hungary,  Austria,  the  Czech 
Republic,  Germany,  Ukraine. 
Turkey,  Lithuania,  Switzerland,  Por- 


tugal and  Sri  Lanka  attended  the 
event,  along  with  representatives  of 
Ottawa’s  Rwandan  community. 

“What  we're  here  tonight  to  do 
is  to  recall  history  and  make  sure 
we  don’t  forget  history,”  said  Ot- 
tawa Centre  MP  Paul  Dewar  in  his 
introduction  of  keynote  speaker 
David  Kilgour. 

Kilgour,  a former  MP  and  cabinet 
minister  from  Edmonton,  is  an  inter- 
national human  rights  activist  and 
commended  the  assembly  for  com- 
ing out  in  such  large  numbers  in  a 
show  of  remembrance  and  solidarity.. 

“You  made  a statement  by  your 
attendance  tonight,”  he  said. 

The  event  was  organized  by  the 
Shoah  (Holocaust)  Committee  of 
the  Jewish  Federation  of  Ottawa  in 
collaboration  with  event  chair  Vera 
Gara. 

Kilgour  acknowledged  that  many 
members  of  his  own  Christian  faith 
(Continued  on  page  2) 


Six  survivors  (from  left  to  right),  Anna  Heilman,  Truda  Rosenberg,  Vera  Kovesi,  Barry  Davis,  I 
Moskovic  and  George  Gara,  each  lit  memorial  candles  representing  one  million  Jews  murdered  c 
the  Holocaust.  (Photo:  Peter  V 


Terry  Schwarzfeld  acclaimed  national  president  of  CHW 


By  Michael  Regenstreif 

Delegates  from  Canadian  Hadas- 
sah-WlZO  (CHW)  chapters  across 
the  country  gathered  in  Calgary  last 
week  for  the  organization’s  39th  tri- 
ennial convention  and  elected  Terry 
Schwarzfeld  of  Ottawa  by  acclama- 
tion to  serve  as  their  national  presi- 
dent. She  began  her  three-year  term 
on  November  18. 

CHW  the  Canadian  arm  of  two 
international  organizations  of  Jew- 
ish women  - Hadassah  Internation- 
al and  World  WIZO  (Women’s  In- 


ternational Zionist  Organization)  - 
was  founded  in  1917. 

Schwarzfeld  is  CHW's  third  na- 
tional president  to  come  from  Ot- 
tawa and  follows  founding  presi- 
dent Lillian  Freiman,  who  served 
from  1917  until  her  death  in  1940, 
and  Marion  Mayman,  now  of 
Toronto,  who  served  from  1999 
until  2002. 

Schwarzfeld  was  bom  in  Regi- 
na to  a Zionist  family;  her  mother 
and  grandmother  were  both  CHW 
members.  Growing  up,  she  was  ac- 


tive in  BBYO  and  Young  Judea 
and  moved  to  Ottawa  with  her  hus- 
band, Stephen  Cotsman,  in  1972 
after  graduating  from  the  Universi- 
ty of  British  Columbia.  In  Ottawa, 
she  earned  her  master's  degree 
from  Carleton  University. 

As  a newcomer  to  Ottawa, 
Schwarzfeld  accepted  Toby  Yan's 
invitation  to  become  a member  of 
Amit  Chapter,  thus  beginning 
many  years  of  CHW  activism. 

Locally,  Schwarzfeld  is  a past- 
president  of  Amit  Chapter  and  was 


twice  president  of  CHW’s  Ottawa 
Council.  She  has  also  served  on 
the  national  executive  board  since 
1993,  including  terms  as  vice- 
president  and,  for  the  past  three 
years,  as  honorary  vice-president 
until  assuming  the  presidency  last 
week. 

A few  days  before  leaving  for 
the  Calgary  convention,  Schwarz- 
feld - the  mother  of  sons  David. 
30,  Adam,  26,  and  Simon.  20.  and 
the  grandmother  of  10-month-old 
Benjamin  - spoke  to  the  Bulletin 


about  CHW  and  about  what  her 
role  as  president  will  entail. 

"It’s  a large  organization,”  she 
said.  “About  10,000  women  from 
coast  to  coast  are  members  and 
they  come  from  both  large  centres 
and  small  centres.  Historically,  it 
was  often  the  only  Jewish  women’s 
organization  aside  from  [syna- 
gogue] sisterhoods  in  small  towns 
across  the  country. 

"I’ll  be  away  from  home  a lot. 
Over  my  three-year  term,  l hope  to 
(Continued  on  page  2) 
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Schwarzfeld  is  longtime  CHW  activist 


(Continued  from  page  1) 
visit  each  of  the  centres 
across  the  country. 

“I  need  an  invitation," 
she  laughed,  ‘‘so  I’m  hoping 
they'll  invite  me." 

She’ll  also  be  travelling 
to  Israel  regularly  during  her 
term  for  World  W1ZO  meet- 
ings and  to  visit  World 
WIZO,  Hadassah  Interna- 
tional and  CHW’s  projects 
there. 

Among  the  CHW'  pro- 
jects in  Israel  are  six  daycare 
centres,  including  the  one 
supported  by  its  Ottawa 
membership  in  Acco. 

“We  support  four 
schools,  two  youth  villages 
and  two  women’s  centres, 
and  our  funding  also  sup- 
ports a shelter  and  a 
women’s  hotline." 

CHW1'  also  provides  fi- 
nancial support  to  two  hos- 
pitals in  Israel:  Hadassah 
Hospital  in  Jerusalem  and 
the  Assaf  Harofe  Hospital 
near  Tel  Aviv. 

Schwarzfeld  said  her  role 
as  president  will  be  to  help 


maintain  the  CHW  vision  as 
a Zionist  organization  and  to 
promote  the  many  projects 
for  women  and  children  that 
CHW  funds  and  supports  in 
Israel. 

“You  have  to  keep  every- 
body in  the  loop,  so  there’s  a 
whole  communications 
role." 

Schwarzfeld  will  also  be 
involved  in  CHW'  fundrais- 
ing efforts  and  in  “encourag- 
ing the  membership  to 
fundraise  for  our  cause." 

Another  of  her  priorities 
will  be  to  work  on  expand- 
ing the  CHW  membership 
base. 

“Times  have  changed." 
she  said,  “and  that’s  not  as 
simple  as  it  used  to  be." 

Schwarzfeld  said  there’s 
been  a decline  in  member- 
ship that  can  be  partly  attrib- 
uted to  the  aging  of  the  pop- 
ulation and  partly  to  the 
changed  role  of  women  in 
society. 

“I  don't  think  young 
women  necessarily  look  to 
these  kinds  of  organizations 


in  the  same  ways  they  al- 
ways did.”  she  said.  “So  it’s 
a challenge  to  us  to  keep  up 
with  the  times  and  make  the 
organization  interesting  to 
younger  women  " 

During  her  term. 
Schwarzfeld  also  plans  to 
look  at  modernizing  CHW's 
governance  structure  so  that  it 
can  function  mofe  efficiently. 

In  talking  with  Schwarz- 
feld about  CHW.  her  com- 
mitment to  the  organization, 
indeed  her  love  for  it  and  the 
work  it  does,  is  obvious. 

When  asked  if  there  were 
CHW'  projects  that  are  of 
particular  importance  to  her. 
she  quickly  mentioned  the 
Acco  daycare  centre  sup- 
ported by  the  Ottawa  chap- 
ters. Visiting  the  daycare  this 
past  March,  she  saw  Jewish, 
Arab  and  newly  immigrated 
children  playing  together. 

“Kids  are  kids,”  she  said, 
“and  that  gives  one  hope 
when  you  see  that.” 

The  other  project  she 
called  attention  to  was 
Hadassah  Hospital. 


Terry  Schwarzfeld  was  in- 
stalled as  national  presi- 
dent of  Canadian  Hadas- 
sah-WIZO  on  November 
18  at  the  national  conven- 
tion in  Calgary. 

(OJB  photo: 
Michael  Regenstreif) 
“It  was  nominated  for  a 
Nobel  Peace  Prize  in  2005. 
Once  you  walk  in  that  door, 
everybody  is  a person  and 
all  the  barriers  fall  away.  It’s 
amazing." 


Mailbag 


Afternoon  school  a serious  option 
for  Jewish  education 

While  1 generally  agree  with  the  theme  of , Rabbi  Finkel- 
stein's  column  (From  the  Pulpit-  Discarding  ideological  dif- 
ferences in  the  name  oj  unification,  November  10),  1 was 
greatly  concerned  by  a comment  regarding  modem  Ortho- 
dox families  choosing  public  schools. 

He  claimed  some  parents  didn't  feel  that  the  day  schools 
provided  an  adequate  religious  education  and  wondered  how 
they  would  get  such  from  a public  school.  The  answer  is  by 
combining  the  public  school  experience  with  attendance  at 
Ottawa  Talmud  Torah  Afternoon  School  (OTTAS).  Our 
school  provides  50  per  cent  of  the  hours  of  Jewish  education 
provided  in  a day  school,  and  our  classes  are  taught  by  cer- 
tified professional  teachers.  These  include  an  Orthodox 
rabbi  and  a member  of  Young  Israel  Congregation. 

It  is  unlikely  that  modem  Orthodox  parents  are  choosing 
public  education  because  of  a failure  of  day  schools  to  meet 
their  religious  needs.  It  is  more  likely  that  cost  is  a factor,  or 
they  want  French  immersion,  more  visual  arts,  music  and 
drama,  or  they  have  a child  with  a learning  disability  who 
can't  be  served  in  a trilingual  day  school  program. 

Rabbi  Finkelstein  and  1 agree  that  the  concern  should  be 
that  many  Jewish  parents  are  choosing  NOTHING  for  their 
children.  Leaders  in  this  community,  including  supporters 
of  day  schools,  need  to  start  looking  at  OTTAS  as  a serious 
option  for  families  who  reject  Jewish  day  schools  of  any 
persuasion. 

Shawn  Manner 

Principal,  Ottawa  Talmud  Torah  Afternoon  School 


Kilgour  stresses  need  to  unite  against  hatred  and  apathy 


(Continued  from  page  1) 
in  Europe  dishonoured  one  of 
their  key  religious  command- 
ments - "to  love  one’s  neigh- 
bour as  oneself’  - when  they 
stood  by  as  their  country's 
Jews  were  persecuted,  deport- 
ed and  murdered  by  the  Nazi 
regime. 

The  three  key  messages 
Kilgour  brought  were  the 


need  to  stand  united  against 
hatred  and  apathy:  the  need  to 
act  promptly  against  intoler- 
ant words  or  actions;  and  the 
need  for  the  world  to  con- 
demn totalitarian  regimes  and 
deter  their  aggression  against 
other  nations  or  religions. 

“We  continue  to  have 
much  to  learn  from  the  Hitler 
years.”  he  said. 


Universal  life 
from  your  perspective 

Standard  Life  introduces  Peispecla.  a versatile  universal  life 
insurance  concept  for  both  individuals  and  businesses. 

This  innovative  financial  vehicle,  combining  guaranteed 
insurance  protection  and  a tax-shettered  investment 
component,  can  be  customized  to  your  needs  with  four 
coverage  options  and  nine  investment  funds 

And  every  Perspecta  policy  is  backed  with  Standard  Life's 
| S33.1  billion  in  assets  and  an  exclusive  6-month 
satisfaction  guarantee 
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In  particular,  he  cited 
Holocaust  denial  and  anti-Is- 
rael rhetoric  by  Iranian  Presi- 
dent Mahmoud  Ahmadinejad 
as  meriting  serious  concern 
and  attention. 

"No  one  anywhere  should 
lake  lightly  such  outrageous 
statements”  he  cautioned. 

Echoing  Kilgour  N theme. 
Rabbi  Howard  Finkelstein  of 
Beil  Tikvah  Congregation 
delivered  a D'var  Torah  and 
stressed  that  vigilance  i> 
needed  to  follow  the  paths  of 
justice  and  morality,  so  that 
"the  ugly  head  of  wrongful 
theology ” can  never  again 
lead  to  genocide. 

Canadian  Jewry  is  in  the 
fonunafe  position  of  being 
able  u»  stand  up  tor  human 
rights  both  at  home  and 


abroad,  he  said.  "Thank  God 
for  Canada,  thank  God  tor 
our  ability  to  live  in  a demo- 
cratic country.” 

George  Radar  recounted 
Ins  surv ivor  story  as  a Jewish 
teenager  in  Hungary  to  the 
crowd. 


Six  Holocaust  survivors  - 
Anna  Heilriian.  Truda  Rosen- 
berg, Vera  Kovesi,  Barrs 
Davis,  David  Moskovic  and 
George  Clara  each  lit  a 
memorial  candle  represent- 
ing one  million  Jews  who 
perished. 


Cantor 

Mosbe  Kraus,  also  a sur- 

A group  of  six  Jew  ish  war 
veterans  opened  and  closed 
the  ceremony  by  marching 
the  Colours  on  and  off. 


Keynote  speaker  David  Kilgour  meets  with  Cantor  Moshe  Kraus  and  two  members 
of  the  Jewish  war  vets  colour  party.  David  Cohen  (left)  and  Philip  Pinkus.  post 

commander.  (Photo:  Peter  Waiser) 
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DO  A MITZVAH  AND  HELP  SOMEONE  IN  NEED 


SAVE  THE  EARTH 

We  will  be  painting  canvas  reusable  lunch  bags  to  decrease  the 
use  of  plastic  shopping  bags  and  paper  lunch  bags  to  help  the 
environment. 

CELEBRATION  KITS 

Create  and  pack  a kit  with  all  the  supplies  needed  to  celebrate  a 
birthday.  Kits  will  be  distributed  to  shelters  around  Ottawa. 

This  will  ensure  that  every  child  is  given  the  opportunity  to 
have  a “Happy  Birthday”. 

DOLLS  FOR  DARFUR 

The  Dolls  for  Darfur  Campaign  was  started  to  raise  awareness 
about  the  genocide  happening  in  the  Darfur  region  of  Sudan. 
Doll  pins  will  be  made  and  donated  to  the  Dolls  for  Darfur 
Campaign  which  is  a collaborative  project  of  Temple  Emanu-El 
of  Dallas  Texas,  the  Religious  Action  Center  of  Reform  Judaism 
and  the  Union  for  Reform  Judaism’s  Commission  on  Social 
Action.  (This  activity  to  be  done  by  grade  six  students  ofHillel 
Academy  and  Charles  H.  Hulse  Public  School,  December  2nd 
at  Hillel  Academy.) 


NIGHT  NIGHT  BAGS 

Night  Night  Bags  will  be  made  to  comfort  children  in  crisis 
care.  They  will  be  distributed  by  the  Children’s  Aid  Society 
and  the  Ottawa  Police  to  children  dealing  with  various 
traumas,  including  being  removed  from  their  homes. 

MITZVAH  DAY 

Sunday,  December  7th,  2008 


BRIGHTEN  YOUR  DAY 

Crafts  will  be  created  for  seniors  to  brighten  someone’s  day! 
They  will  be  distributed  by  Jewish  Family  Services  through  the 
Thelma  Steinman  Seniors  Support  Unit. 

CHEO  KITS 

When  children  are  checked  into  CHEO  they  are  given  kits 
containing  necessities  for  their  stay.  Our  kits  will  be  made  for 
the  parents  of  sick  children  and  will  include  basic  personal 
hygiene  items  needed  throughout  their  child’s  stay,  leaving  them 
with  one  less  thing  to  worry  about. 

WELCOME  KITS 

In  2007,  Canada  welcomed  236,759  immigrants  from  all  across 
the  world.  Kits  made  will  include  maps,  transit  information, 
dictionaries  and  more.  They  will  be  given  to  new  immigrants  to 
help  make  their  transition  into  the  Ottawa  region  easier. 

FEEDING  THE  STREETS 

Lunch  bags  will  be  made  and  distributed  to  people  on  the  streets 
with  the  help  of  two  organizations:  Streetsmarts  and  Centre  454. 


Ginsberg 

Gluzman 


Registration  begins  at  8:00  am 
Free  Breakfast  at  8:00  am 
Mitzvots  9:30  am 

Dr.  Kaboom  & Mitzvah  Bash  12:00  pm 
Cake  & Ice  Cream 

For  more  information  contact  Patrice  Berdowski  at  (613)  798-4696  ext.  241  or  pberdowski@jewishottawa.com 


Live  Generously. 


IT  DOES  A WORLD  OF  GOOD 
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Secular  candidate  Nir  Barkat  elected  mayor  of  Jerusalem 


Nir  Barkat,  Jerusalem’s  victorious  mayoral  candidate, 
casts  his  vote  in  the  November  1 1 election. 


(Photo:  Brian  Hendler) 


By  Uriel  Heilman 

(JTA)  - The  victory  by 
secular  businessman  Nir 
Barkat  in  Jerusalem's  may- 
oral  election  was  greeted 
with  relief  by  Israelis  con- 
cerned about  the  increasingly 
fervently  Orthodox  character 
of  the  city. 

Barkat,  a city  councilman 
and  high-tech  entrepreneur, 
defeated  his  fervently  Ortho- 
dox rival.  Rabbi  Meir 
Porush,  52  per  cent  to  43  per 
cent,  in  the  November  1 1 
election.  The  other  high-pro- 
file candidate,  Russian-ls- 
raeli  tycoon  Arcadi  Gay- 
damak, finished  a distant 
third  with  less  than  4 per  cent 
of  the  vote. 

Barkat’s  election  returns 
control  of  City  Hall  to  secu- 
lar hands  five  years  after 
Jerusalem  elected  its  first  fer- 
vently Orthodox  mayor,  Uri 
Lupolianski.  Barkat  lost  by  a 
narrow  margin  in  2003. 

While  Lupolianski,  the 
founder  of  Yad  Sarah,  the 
highly  regarded  nonprofit  or- 


ganization that  aids  the  elder- 
ly and  disabled,  was  widely 
seen  as  sympathetic  to  secu- 
lar concerns,  his  would-be 
Orthodox  successor,  Porush. 
was  not  thought  to  share 
those  sympathies. 

Earlier  this  month,  Porush 
told  a fervently  Orthodox  au- 
dience that  “in  another  15 
years  there  will  not  be  a sec- 
ular mayor  in  any  city  in  Is- 
rael.” 

His  remarks,  delivered  in 
Yiddish  at  a yeshiva,  were 
not  intended  for  public  con- 
sumption, but  Porush  was 
unaware  that  an  Orthodox 
radio  station  was  broadcast- 
ing his  remarks  live. 

During  the  campaign, 
Porush 's  spokesman  ac- 
knowledged that  the  candi- 
date, a veteran  fixture  of  Is- 
rael’s Orthodox  political 
scene  and  a seventh-genera- 
tion Jerusalemite,  was  a pro- 
ponent of  Orthodox-only 
cities. 

The  victory  by  Barkat,  a 
self-made  millionaire  and 


venture  capitalist,  comes  at  a 
pivotal  time  for  the  Israeli 
capital. 

With  one-third  of  its  resi- 
dents Orthodox  and  one-third 
Arab,  Jerusalem  is  Israel’s 
largest  city,  and  its  poorest.  A 
recent  survey  of  Israel’s  15 
largest  cities  ranked  Jeru- 
salem last  in  terms  of  livabil- 
ity. The  city  is  wracked  by 
political  and  religious  divi- 
sions, and  its  young,  secular 
population  is  dwindling  due 
to  a dearth  of  affordable  real 
estate,  limited  job  opportuni- 
ties and  what  some  decry  as 
its  increasingly  Orthodox 


character. 

Many  Jerusalemites  dur- 
ing the  campaign  pointed  to 
the  controversy  surrounding 
a celebration  in  June  marking 
the  opening  of  a new  bridge 
at  the  western  entrance  to  the 
city  as  emblematic  of  the  bat- 
tle for  Jerusalem’s  soul. 

At  the  ceremony,  a fer- 
vently Orthodox  deputy 
mayor  compelled  a teenage 
girls’  dance  troupe  to  wear 
hats  and  long,  loose-fitting 
clothing  so  as  not  to  offend 
the  sensibilities  of  Orthodox 
viewers.  Many  Jerusalemites 
and  Israelis  were  outraged, 
blaming  Lupolianski  for 
what  they  called  the  Taliban- 
style  outfits. 


'For  these  residents  of 
Jerusalem  - modem  Ortho- 
dox included  - Barkat’s  elec- 
tion is  a welcome  change 
from  five  years  of  fervently 
Orthodox  leadership. 

“There  is  the  sense  that  if 
another  ultra-Orthodox  mayor 
gets  elected,  the  city’s  last 
secular  residents  will  leave," 
one  voter  told  Israel’s  Chan- 
nel 10  News  on  election  day. 
“There’s  a feeling  that  this  is 
the  last  chance  for  this  city." 

In  his  victory  speech, 
Barkat  said,  “I’m  aware  of 
the  depth  of  the  challenge 
and  the  complexity  of  the 
mission.  Now  is  the  time  to 
work  together  for  the  good  of 
the  city.” 

Despite  Barkat’s  victory, 
his  political  party,  Jerusalem 
Shall  Succeed,  finished  sec- 
ond in  city  council  elections 
behind  Porush's  United 
Torah  Judaism. 

The  vote  was  marred  by 
some  irregularities.  Barkat 
voting  slips  apparently  disap- 
peared from  some  polling 
stations,  and  his  website  was 
victimized  by  hackers  who 
redirected  surfers  to  Porush's 
site. 

At  another  polling  station, 


a group  of  Orthodox  men  re- 
portedly hurled  a stone  at  a 
police  officer,  lightly  injuring 
him,  in  a bid  to  bar  people 
from  voting.  Police  dispersed 
the  group. 

During  the  campaign. 
Barkat  campaigned  on  a plat- 
form of  investing  in  the  city’s 
tourism-based  economy  and 
ensuring  that  Israel’s  capital 
city  remains  majority  Jewish. 

"We  have  to  build 
Jerusalem  economically,” 
Barkat  told  JTA  in  an  inter- 
view earlier  this  year. 

“Jerusalem  has  only  1.5 
million  tourists  that  come  an- 
nually. We  have  more  to  offer 
than  any  city.  We  have  to 
open  Jerusalem  up  to.  the 
global  tourism  marketplace.” 

While  the  turnout  exceed- 
ed the  last  municipal  elec- 
tions, in  2003,  the  vast  ma- 
jority of  Jerusalem  Arabs 
stuck  to  their  policy  of  boy- 
cotting the  city’s  elections. 

There  were  also  munici- 
pal elections  in  dozens  of 
other  cities  and  towns  across 
Israel,  from  Tel  Aviv  to 
Sderot,  on  November  11.  In 
Tel  Aviv,  incumbent  Ron 
Huldai  handily  defeated  his 
challenger. 


TAXI  SERVICE 


EXPERIENCE  THE  DIFFERENCE 


Courteous  Dependable  Prompt  Service 


Jacob  Schildkraut  • 762-2465 

Prearranged  Pickups 

All  major  Credit  Cards  <£  government  credit  cards  accepted 


Paul  Dewar,  MP/Depute  Ottawa  Centre 

Working  for  you!  / Au  travail  pour  vous! 

I am  pleased  to: 

• provide  assistance  with  federal  agencies 

• arrange  letters  of  greetings 
for  special  occasions 

• answer  questions  about  federal  legislation 

• listen  to  your  feedback 

Je  suis  heureux  de: 

• vous  aider  a traiter 
avec  les  organismes  federaux 

• vous  ecrire  des  lettres  de  felicitations 
pour  des  occasions  speciales 

• repondre  a vos  questions 
sur  les  lois  federates 


What’s  happening  at 
Congregation  Beth  Shalom 


Saturday,  November  29  Saturday  Night  Fever  Dance 
Thursday,  December  4 Kibitz  Club  Luncheon 
Friday,  December  5 Kabalat  Shabbat  Service  and  Dinner 
Sunday,  December  14  Mad  Science  Hanukkah  Event 
Friday,  January  9 Kabalat  Shabbat  Service  and  Dinner 

Monday,  January  12  Book  Club 


www.freedmanfinancialsolutions.com 


Mark  W.  Freedman  b.a„  m.a„  cfp 

Insurance,  Investments,  Financial  Planning 

Focusing  on  YOUR  needs 

Worried  about  the  markets  and  your  investments? 
Call  me  for  an  honest  evaluation. 

613.614.5650 


Watch  for  more  upcoming  events.  Everyone  is  Welcome! 


304-1306  rue  Wellington  St. 
613.946.8682  / dewarp@parl.gc.ca 
www.pauldewar.ca 


For  more  information,  please  contact  the  synagogue 
at  613-789-3501,  ext.  223  or  info@bethshalom.ca 
www.bethshalom.ca 
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A busy  night  at  Moishe’s  Grill. 


Mark  and  Gladys  Zarecki  enjoying  dinner  at  Moishe’s  Grill. 

(OJB  photos:  Michael  Regenstreif) 

Moishe’s  Grill: 


Israeli-style  restaurant 
now  open  at  the  SJCC 


By  Michael  Regenstreif 

Walking  up  the  steps  to  the  second  floor 
of  the  Soloway  Jewish  Community  Centre 
(SJCC)  at  lunch  time  or  dinner  time,  you’re 
likely  to  encounter  the  mouthwatering  aro- 
mas of  freshly  grilled  food,  including 
steaks,  burgers,  kebabs  and  chicken. 

Although  there’s  no  sign  up  yet,  the 
smells  are  from  Moishe’s  Grill,  an  Israeli- 
style  kosher  meat  restaurant  that  opened 
this  fall  in  the  space  formerly  occupied  by 
the  dairy-only  Rideau  Bakery  Cafe.  In  fact, 
it  is  the  only  meat  restaurant  available  to 
kashrut-observant  Ottawans  who  have  long 
longed  for  some  place  to  go  for  a good 
steak. 

“It’s  Ottawa’s  first  good  kosher  restau- 
rant," said  enthusiastic  diner  Mark  Zarecki, 
executive  director  of  Jewish  Family  Ser- 
vices, while  enjoying  dinner  with  his  wife 
Gladys,  one  evening  this  month. 

“The  food  is  very  good.  You  can’t  ask 
for  more.” 

In  addition  to  the  various  grilled  special- 
ties, popular  menu  items  at  Moishe’s  Grill 


include  Israeli-style  salads  and  sandwiches, 
falafel.  and,  after  5 pm.  sushi  prepared  fresh 
on  the  premises  by  an  experienced  sushi 
chef.  There’s  also  a chefs  special  that 
changes  daily. 

Moishe’s  Grill  was  opened  by  Moshe 
and  Karen  Segalovrch.  an  Israeli  couple 
now  living  in  Montreal  who  operate  two 
popular  kosher  restaurants  there  - Prime 
Grill  on  Queen  Mary  Road  and  the  Yaki- 
mono  Sushi  Bar  on  Decarie  Boulevard.  The 
menu  at  Moishe’s  Grill  in  the  SJCC  draws 
on  the  best  of  both  establishments. 

Moshe  and  Karen  and  their  staff  have 
been  enjoying  the  experience  of  getting 
their  Ottawa  restaurant  up  and  running. 

“The  people  in  Ottawa  are  more  appre- 
ciative” than  Montrealers  who  have  long 
enjoyed  a choice  of  kosher  restaurants,  says 
Karen. 

Karen  encourages  anyone  who  hasn’t 
been  to  Moishe’s  Grill  yet  to  give  it  a try. 

“And  we’re  always  open  to  sugges- 
tions,” she  says,  “about  the  chefs  specials. 
They’re  always  different.” 


Glebe  Side  Kids 

Fine  Children's  clothing  est  1987 

Is  proud  to  be 
the  only  retailer  in  Ottawa 
carrying  children's 

Burberry 

As  of  December  2008 
Come  visit  us 
for  all  your  children's 
holiday  needs! 

793  Bank  Street 
between  3rd  and  4th  Avenues 

613-235-6552 
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a promising  year  on  campus 


Hillel  Ottawa: 

Editor's  note:  JFO  Chair  Jonathan  Freed- 
man has  arranged  to  share  his  column,  on  oc- 
casion, with  the  chairs  or  presidents  of  the 
community's  major  beneficiary  agencies  or 
committees  so  they  can  provide  some  insight 
into  their  operations. 

With  the  2008-09  school  year  now  well 
underway.  I’m  happy  to  report  that  Hillel 
Ottawa  - the  Foundation  for  Jewish  Cam- 
pus Life  has  got  off  to  a fabulous  start  and 
that  turnout  at  our  events  has  consistently 
exceeded  all  our  hopes  and  expectations. 

Whether  it  has  been  at  our  Shabbat 
dinners,  which  have  attracted  between  90 
and  1 30  people,  or  our  annual  welcome 
barbecue,  which  drew  over  100  students, 
Jewish  and  Jewish-curious  students 
continue  to  feel  welcome  and  at  home  at 
Hillel  Ottawa. 

One  of  the  most  encouraging  things 
about  those  high  turnouts  is  that  with  each 
new  event,  we  continue  to  attract  new  faces. 
Hillel  Ottawa’s  goal  is  to  be  ‘everything 
and  anything’  for  Jewish  students  on  cam- 
pus, so  it  is  very  rewarding  to  present  pro- 
gramming that  attracts  the  interest  of  a vari- 
ety of  students,  many  of  whom  are  coming 


a great  start  to 


to  Hillel  events  for  the  first  time.  Whether 
they  have  been  enjoying  some  ‘pizza  in  a 
hut’  for  Sukkot,  or  watching  an  Israeli  film 
at  the  ByTowne  Cinema,  students  continue 
to  come  out  and  enjoy  our  events. 

In  keeping  with  the  theme  of  ‘new,’ 
much  of  the  Hillel  Ottawa  executive  and 
staff  - from  the  city-wide  president  to  the 
executive  director  - are  new  this  year.  For- 
tunately, the  team  has  quickly  learned  to 
work  together,  and  we  have  benefited  from 
the  advice  of  past  executive  and  staff 
members  who  have  been  extremely  helpful 
in  facilitating  the  transition. 

On  November  2,  the  Hillel  Ottawa  ex- 
ecutive attended  a brunch  at  Congregation 
Machzikei  Hadas  welcoming  the  new  pres- 
idents of  the  University  of  Ottawa  and  Car- 


leton  University  to  Ottawa’s  Jewish  com- 
munity. Both  Allan  Rock  of  uOttawa  and 
Roseann  Runte  of  Carleton  spoke  of  their 
commitments  to  work  closely  with  the 
community.  The  event  also  provided  us 
with  a wonderful  opportunity  to  meet  fac- 
ulty and  administrators  from  both  universi- 
ties and  to  spend  some  time  talking  with 
community  members. 

...  our  dedicated  team 
of  student  volunteers 
and  staff  members 
are  committed 
to  making  this 
a year  to  remember. 

November  2 to  9 marked  Hillel  Ot- 
tawa’s Holocaust  Education  Week.  On  No- 
vember 3,  we  partnered  with  Alpha  Ep- 
silon Pi,  the  Jewish  fraternity,  and  held  a 
name  reading  ceremony  on  Parliament 


Hill.  Despite  the  cold  weather,  more  than 
50  students,  both  Jewish  and  non-Jewish, 
stood  silently  around  the  Centennial  Flame 
as  the  names  of  Holocaust  victims  were 
read.  It  was  truly  special  for  us  to  see  so 
many  caring  students  huddling  together  to 
remember  the  six  million  Jews  whose  lives 
were  taken  during  that  terrible  time  in  our 
history. 

On  the  Friday  of  Holocaust  Education 
Week,  we  hosted  our  second  annual  Shab- 
bat dinner  with  Holocaust  survivors.  This 
event  has  quickly  become  one  that  students 
look  forward  to.  Indeed,  the  students  really 
appreciate  opportunities  like  this  when  we 
can  show  the  depth  of  our  appreciation  to 
the  Holocaust  survivors  in  our  community. 

In  short,  the  year  has  got  off  to  a fabu- 
lous start  and  we  are  very  hopeful  about 
the  months  to  come.  There  is  no  doubt  that 
there  will  be  challenges  ahead,  but  our 
dedicated  team  of  student  volunteers  and 
staff  members  are  committed  to  making 
this  a year  to  remember. 

For  more  information  about  Hillel 
Ottawa,  visit  hillelottawa.ca  or  e-mail  us 
at  info@hillelottawa.ca 


Let  us  recreate  Hakhel! 


Can  you  imagine  all  the  Jews  in  the 
world  coming  together?  All  Jews,  without 
exception,  assembled  in  one  place,  for  one 
purpose,  with  one  heart? 

Historically,  in  the  time  of  the  Second 
Temple,  this  used  to  take  place  once  every 
seven  years.  It  is  instructed  in  the  Torah  that, 
once  every  seven  years,  during  the  festival 
of  Sukkot  following  a Shmitah  (sabbatical) 
year,  the  entire  Jewish  nation  - men  and 
women,  infants  and  their  great- 
grandmothers, scholars  and  laypeople  - 
assemble  in  Jerusalem.  A hush  would  fall 
over  the  mammoth  crowd,  as  the  king  of 
Israel  ascended  on  to  a platform  and  read 
sections  of  the  Torah  aloud. 

This  scene  repeated  itself  in  ancient 
Jerusalem  on  a septennial  basis.  This  event 
was  known  as  Hakhel , which  means 
‘assemble.’  This  year  - 5769  - which  we 
just  commenced,  is  the  year  of  Hakhel.  It  is 
the  year  when  this  amazing  gathering  would 
take  place. 

Once  in  seven  years,  the  entire  nation  - 
every  single  Jew  - would  come  together  to 
re-experience  the  moment  when  our  nation 
stood  at  Mount  Sinai,  when  every  member 
of  our  nation  was  present  when  God  gave  us 
the  Torah.  At  the  onset  of  a new  seven-year 


cycle,  when  the  nation  was  ready  to  head 
back  to  the  fields  and  orchards,  they  would 
gather  for  a dose  of  inspiration.  Inspiration 
to  tide  them  over  for  the  next  six  years,  most 
of  which  time  would  be  spent  in  business 
endeavours. 

The  root  of  the  Hebrew  word  Hakhel  is 
kahal  (community),  as  in  the  verse, 
“Morashah  Kehilat  Yaakov  (Torah  is  an 
inheritance  to  the  community  of  Jacob).” 
This  represents  a community  of  people  who 
share  an  inherent  bond,  an  intrinsic  oneness, 
an  essential  commonality.  “Kehilat  Yaakov,” 
we  are  all  part  of  the  kehilah/community  of 
Jacob,  because  we  are  his  children,  his 
descendants.  We  are  family. 

Before  we  became  a nation,  we  were  a 
family.  In  the  book  of  Exodus , we  become  a 
nation,  but  throughout  the  entire  book  of 
Genesis , we  are  a family.  Even  throughout 


Letters  welcome 

Letters  to  the  Editor  are  welcome  if  they  are  brief,  signed,  timely  and  of  interest  to 
our  readership. 

The  Bulletin  reserves  the  right  to  refuse,  edit  or  condense  letters. 

The  Mailbag  column  will  be  published  as  space  permits.  Send  your  letters  to 
Michael  Regenstreif,  Ottawa  Jewish  Bulletin,  21  Nadolny  Sachs  Private,  Ottawa, 
Ontario  K2A  1R9;  or  send  him  an  e-mail  at  mregenstreif@ottawajewishbulletin.com. 


We  are,  after  all,  family 


the  rest  of  the  Torah,  the  most  common  term 
used  to  describe  the  Jewish  people  is  not 
“Am  Yisrael  (nation  of  Israel),”  but  rather 
“Bnei  Yisrael,”  the  children  of  Israel.  We  are 
the  children  of  Jacob,  whose  name  was  also 
Israel.  We  are  family.  We  are  a family,  we 
are  brothers  and  sisters.  Even  if  we  share 
serious  disagreements,  we  are  one. 

This  year,  being  a year  of  Hakhel , we 
have  an  extraordinary  potential  to  unite  as 
Jews.  Let  us  reach  out  to  each  other.  Invite  a 
Jew  over  for  a Shabbat  dinner.  Gather 
together  your  family  and  friends  to  share 
stories,  ideas,  reflections,  words  of 
encouragement  and  inspiration.  Make  a class 
in  your  office,  dedicated  to  personal  growth 
and  Torah  wisdom.  Let  us  recreate  Hakhell 


This  year,  you  may  meet  someone  you  do 
not  know,  another  Jew,  another  member  of 
the  mishpacha.  Say  “hi"  to  them,  greet  them, 
make  Hakhel  with  them.  Perhaps,  invite 
them  for  a barbecue,  for  a dinner,  for  a 
Shabbat  meal.  Let  us  recreate  the  feeling  of 
Hakhell 

Let  me  suggest  something  ambitious. 
Over  the  next  12  months,  let  each  of  us 
resolve  to  organize  a few  gatherings,  where 
we  invite  friends,  relatives,  business 
colleagues,  strangers,  to  a gathering,  a 
Hakhel,  dedicated  to  Jewish  unity. 

Let’s  create  a grassroots  awakening  that 
will  make  a difference  for  our  community 
and  for  the  Jewish  people.  Families  deserve 
to  be  united.  And  we  are,  after  all,  family. 
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Please  allow  me  to  introduce  myself 


I’ve  been  in  Ottawa,  working  at  the 
Bulletin , for  almost  16  months  now.  As  a 
newcomer  to  the  community,  I kind  of 
just  plunged  into  working  from  the  dead- 
lines of  one  issue  to  the  next,  first  as 
assistant  editor,  working  with  Barry 
Fishman,  and  then  acting  as  editor  when 
Barry  had  to  go  on  disability  in  February. 

Along  the  way,  of  course.  I’ve  had  a 
chance  to  meet  and  talk  with  many  peo- 
ple in  the  community.  I meet  new  people 
- new,  at  least,  to  me  - almost  every  day 
when  they  drop  by  the  office,  when  I at- 
tend community  events  or  go  out  to 
cover  a story  for  the  Bulletin  or  in  the 
hallways  of  the  Joseph  and  Rose  Ages 
Family  Building  as  people  arrive  for  and 
leave  the  many  programs  and  events  tak- 
ing place  at  the  Soloway  Jewish  Commu- 
nity Centre  (SJCC). 

Of  course,  though,  there  are  so  many 
more  people  I haven’t  had  a chance  to 
meet  yet,  so  I thought  I’d  take  a few 
paragraphs  to  tell  you  about  myself. 

I was  bom  in  Calgary  and  spent  parts 
of  my  childhood  in  Calgary  and  Vancou- 
ver before  my  family  moved  back  to  my 
parents’  hometown  of  Montreal  when  I 
was  in  high  school  in  1968. 1 lived  in 
Montreal  for  almost  40  years  before 
coming  to  Ottawa.  I went  to  Jewish  day 
schools  in  Calgary  and  Vancouver  and 
then  public  high  schools. 


Acting 

Editor 

L i 

Michael 

Regenstreif 

I went  through  the  CEGEP  system  i 
Montreal,  took  some  time  off  from 
school  to  work  at  journalism  and  arts 
administration,  and  then  went  back  and 
got  my  BA  in  political  science  and  my 
MA  in  public  policy  from  Concordia 
University. 

My  father,  who  is  now  retired,  was  a 
Jewish  community  professional,  so  I’ve 
been  around  Jewish  communal  organiza- 
tions all  my  life.  I’ve  even  worked  for 
some  myself. 

I spent  four  summers  working  at 
Camp  B’nai  Brith  of  Montreal  and  did 
two  stints  working  with  Hillel  in 
Montreal  in  the  1970s  and  '80s  directing 
their  Golem  Coffee  House  project. 

As  an  editor  and  author.  I’ve  worked 
with  a number  of  organizations,  includ- 
ing Canadian  Hadassah-WIZO,  the 
Jewish  General  Hospital  and  the  YM- 
YWHA  in  Montreal  on  magazine  and 
book  projects. 

I first  got  into  journalism  as  a music 
critic  for  the  Montreal  Gazette  in  1975 


and  have  been  at  it  - sometimes  full 
time,  sometimes  as  a sideline  - ever 
since.  As  a ‘Jewish  journalist,’  I did  gen- 
eral reporting  and  feature  writing  for  the 
Canadian  Jewish  News  in  Montreal  for 
nearly  two  decades. 

I’ve  done  some  other  things  along  the 
way,  but  that’s  basically  the  path  that  led 
me  to  the  Ottawa  Jewish  Bulletin.  It’s  a 
newspaper  with  an  incredibly  rich  history 
having  served  and  documented  Ottawa’s 
Jewish  community  for  more  than  70 
years. 

And  I’m  happy  to  be  here. 

As  Ottawa’s  Jewish  community  news- 
paper, the  Bulletin  fulfils  a number  of 
roles.  We  report  the  news  of  our  own  com- 
munity and  use  the  resources  of  JTA  to  re- 
port important  and  interesting  stories  from 
the  wider  Jewish  world.  We’re  an  outlet  for 
all  manner  of  Jewish  agencies  and  organi- 
zations active  in  Ottawa  to  get  their  news 
out  to  the  rest  of  the  community. 

If  your  organization  has  news,  please 
make  sure  we  know  about  it.  If  you’re 
presenting  an  interesting  speaker,  we  may 
well  want  to  cover  the  event  as  a news 
story. 

And  in  our  various  columns  we  try  to 
provide  you  with  food  for  thought  about 
issues  of  concern,  amuse  you  with  hu- 
mour, give  you  some  great  recipes  to  try. 
and  turn  you  on  to  books  you  may  want 


to  read  (or  avoid)  or  music  or  films  you 
might  enjoy  (or  want  to  skip). 

Your  letters  to  the  editor  are  welcome 
if  you’ve  got  something  to  say  about 
what  you  read  in  the  Bulletin  or  on  an 
issue  of  concern  to  the  community.  We’re 
also  open  to  guest  columns. 

So,  if  you’ve  got  news  for  us,  stories 
to  contribute,  suggestions  to  make,  I 
want  to  hear  from  you. 

You  can  call  me  at  613-798-4696, 
ext.  310,  or  send  e-mail  to  me  at 
mregenstreiJ@ottawajewishbulletin.com. 

I mentioned  in  the  first  paragraph  that 
Barry  Fishman  went  on  disability  in  Feb- 
ruary. The  most  frequently  asked  ques- 
tion I get  is,  “How’s  Barry?” 

Barry  continues  to  face  up  to  the  ex- 
tremely difficult  medical  circumstances 
of  ALS  - Lou  Gehrig’s  Disease  - with  an 
awe-inspiring  combination  of  determina- 
tion, courage  and  dignity. 

As  editor  emeritus  of  the  Bulletin, 
Barry  continues  to  be  an  invaluable 
source  of  guidance  and  advice  as  we 
strive  to  maintain,  and  build  on,  the  stan- 
dards he  set  during  his  tenure  as  editor. 
Most  of  what  I’ve  learned,  and  continue 
to  leam,  about  how  the  Bulletin  works, 
and  about  how  it  should  work,  and  much 
of  what  I’ve  learned  about  Ottawa's 
Jewish  community,  comes  from  my  on- 
going conversations  with  Barry. 


Are  we  in  a new,  post-partisan  political  era? 


A friend  of  mine  used  to  be  a major 
partisan  of  a major  political  party. 

Come  election  time,  there  were  few 
lawn  signs  bigger  than  his.  He  would  tire- 
lessly canvas  for  his  chosen  candidate  and 
take  it  pretty  hard  if  that  candidate  did  not 
triumph.  The  ebbs  and  flows  of  his  party’s 
fortunes  would  influence  his  own  frame  of 
mind. 

He  would  socialize  among  fellow 
members  of  his  party,  enthusiastically 
devote  large  chunks  of  free  time  to  party 
activities  and  view  most  public  issues 
through  a partisan  lens. 

Although  I never  asked  him  this 
question.  I’m  reasonably  certain,  if  some- 
one had  told  him  to  state  five  adjectives 
that  best  described  himself,  one  of  those 
adjectives  would  match  the  capitalized 
name  of  his  political  party. 

As  a journalist,  I zealously  follow  par- 
tisan politics,  and  have  covered  it  for 
many  years.  But  I’ve  never  been  a mem- 
ber of  - or  loyal  to  - any  political  party. 
Although  I find  party  politics  fascinating, 
and  admire  the  passion  and  commitment 
of  many  of  its  practitioners.  I’ve  never 
quite  been  able  to  understand  what  it’s 
like  from  the  inside,  or  what  it’s  like  to 
want  to  be  on  the  inside. 

From  my  comfortable  perch  as  an  out- 
side observer,  I can  see  a parallel  between 


the  fervor  of  party  members  and  that  of, 
say,  sports  fans.  A potent  brew  of  dedica- 
tion, single-minded  enthusiasm,  hope 
and  faith  seems  to  drive  both  groups  of 
people.  Is  the  Toronto  Maple  Leafs  fan, 
whose  perennial  belief  that  his  team  is 
finally  going  to  win  the  cup,  any  different 
in  temperament,  loyalty  and  optimistic 
outlook  from  the  NDP  partisan  who  be- 
lieves Jack  Layton  will  become  the  next 
prime  minister? 

Just  as  dedicated  Leafs  fans  will  have 
trouble  appreciating  the  talent  and 
superior  appeal  of  the  Montreal  Cana- 
diens,  so  too  will  partisans  have  a tough 
time  conceding  that  any  other  party  may 
have  a better  approach  than  their  own  on 
any  given  issue. 

That  element  of  partisanship  is  the 
double-edged  sword  of  political  life.  It 
helps  parties  to  mobilize,  focus  and  com- 
pete for  power.  Unapologetically  partisan 
Liberal  strategist  Warren  Kinsella  titled 


his  guide  to  doing  all  of  the  above  Kicking 
Ass  in  Canadian  Politics  because  he  ar- 
gued that  doing  so  is  a necessary  precur- 
sor to  implementing  the  vision  that  brings 
anyone  into  politics  in  the  first  place. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  hyper-partisan- 
ship  of  political  parties  is  probably  one  of 
the  root  causes  of  voter  cynicism,  apathy 
and  low  election  turnout  in  the  population 
at  large. 

Recently,  my  once-partisan  friend  start- 
ed a new  job  that  requires  him  to  be  unaf- 
filiated with  any  political  party.  During 
last  month’s  federal  election  campaign, 
there  was  no  lawn  sign  in  front  of  his 
house.  I asked  him  if  he  found  it  hard  to 
stay  out  of  the  fray  and  was  surprised  to 
hear  him  say  he  didn’t. 

His  job  keeps  him  engaged  with  politi- 
cal issues  and  the  political  process,  but  he 
said  that  being  outside  partisan  politics 
gave  him  a perspective  he  didn't  have  be- 
fore. Now,  when  he  hears  party  members 
react  to  any  given  issue  in  a fiercely  parti- 
san way,  he  smiles  and  thinks,  "I  used  to 
be  like  that.” 

Is  my  friend  onto  something?  In  the  re- 
cent American  presidential  election,  one 
of  the  big  buzzwords  was  post-partisan- 
ship.  The  victory  of  President-elect 
Barack  Obama  was  not  only  historic  be- 
cause he  is  set  to  become  the  first  African 


American  president  in  history,  but  also  be- 
cause of  the  way  he  achieved  his  triumph. 

Through  grassroots  efforts,  and  over 
the  Internet,  Obama  mobilized  voters  and 
contributors  like  no  one  else  had  done 
before.  Most  notably,  he  appealed  to 
younger  voters  with  his  inspiring  talk  of 
hope  and  change  and  with  his  unwavering 
message  of  unity  across  party  lines  and 
demographic  groups. 

“There  is  no  red  state,  there  is  no  blue 
state,  there  is  only  one  United  States  of 
America,”  Obama  thundered  at  campaign 
rally  after  rally.  The  message  resonated 
with  post-partisan  young  voters.  Early  in- 
dications are  that  voter  turnout  among 
youth  was  higher  than  in  any  other  Ameri- 
can election  except  that  of  1972,  the  first 
election  after  the  voting  age  was  lowered 
to  18. 

Does  Obama's  win  mean  we’re  in  a 
new  political  era?  Hard  to  say.  Obama 
himself  muddied  the  waters  when  he  ap- 
pointed Congressman  Rahm  Emanuel, 
who  has  a reputation  as  one  of  the  most 
hyper-partisan  Democrats  in  Washington, 
as  his  chief  of  staff. 

An  acknowledgement,  maybe,  that 
even  in  a post-partisan  world,  there  are 
still  political  benefits  to  ‘kicking  ass.’ 

Alan  Echenberg  is  TVOntario  s 
Parliamentary  bureau  chief. 
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Considering  Aliyah? 

Experience  our  new  Aliyah  Planning  Workshop 


Short  & Long  Term  Aliyah  Planning 

• Multi- media  infotnxjtiono!  session 

• Employment  & Rnlirnmnnl  in  Israel 

• Communities,  Tuxes,  Schools  and  more 

Tuesday,  December  9,h  • 7:30  - 9:30pm 

Temple  Israel,  1301  Prince  of  Wales  Drive,  Ottawa 
For  more  information  «*d  to  remitter:  www.nbn.org.il/workshops 


Nefesh  B'Nefesh  & 


Aliyah:  Live  the  dream  tuaJi 
w.nbn.org.il  • 1 -866-4-AUYAH  (o-joo owed 


Chuppah 
for  Rent 

Have  you 
been  searching 
for  a nice  Chuppah 
at  a reasonable  cost? 
Well  look  no  further! ! 

This  is  a one-of-a-kind, 
hand-crafted  Chuppah. 

Price  includes 
delivery,  setup, 
take-away 
and  a white  canopy. 

NOTE: 

The  flowers  and  tulle 
shown  in  the  picture 
are  not  included. 

2008  Season 
Special  Pricing 

$250 

www.randrarchcreations.ca 

email:  rlreid(fl>sympatico.ca 
phone:  613-445-0838 


Yitzhak  Rabin  High  School  to  move 
onto  campus  during  December  break 


By  Nicola  Hamer 
Hillel  Academy- 
communications  director 

Editor 's  note:  This  is  the 
second  in  a continuing  se- 
ries of  articles  being  pre- 
pared by  Nicola  Hamer  on 
the  revitalization  of  Jewish 
education  in  Ottawa. 

Hillel  Academy  has  been 
Ottawa’s  largest  Jewish  day 
school  for  decades.  But  it’s 
always  been  an  elementary 
school.  Until  13  years  ago, 
students  graduating  from 
Grade  8 had  no  other  choice 
but  to  move  on  to  public  or 
private  secular  schools. 
Then  parents  wanting  a Jew- 
ish option  for  secondary  ed- 
ucation opened  Yitzhak 
Rabin  High  School  (YRHS). 

For  a number  of  years, 
YRHS  has  been  renting 
space  in  the  basement  of  the 
empty  Confederation  High 
School  building  at  the  cor- 
ner of  Woodroffe  Avenue 
and  Hunt  Club  Road.  While 
this  building  gave  the 
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www.jeffreygreenberg.com 

Private  Fax:  613-248-4781 
Toll  Free:  1-800-307-1545 
Email:  greenje(o)magma.ca 

school  a significant  amount 
of  space,  YRHS  was  also 
isolated  from  the  Jewish 
Community  Campus,  the 
focal  point  of  Jewish  life  in 
Ottawa. 

As  the  number  of  students 
enrolled  in  Jewish  education 
declined,  the  distance  from 
the  campus  began  to  be 
something  of  a concern  and 
the  YRHS  board  decided  that 
moving  closer  would  benefit 
the  school. 

The  concern  was  not  sim- 
ply in  the  declining  num- 
bers. Those  running  the  high 
school  feel  it  is  important  to 
have  the  teenaged  students 
involved  in  community  life. 
A move  closer  to  the  campus 
would  allow  the  school  to 
get  its  students  involved  in  a 
much  greater  way. 

It  was  a happy  coinci- 
dence then  that,  at  the  same 
time  as  the  YRHS  board 
was  looking  for  a way  to 
move  near  the  campus,  the 
Jewish  Federation  of  Ot- 
tawa was  becoming  more 
determined  to  fight  the  de- 
cline of  Jewish  school  en- 
rolment by  revitalizing  day 
school  education. 

The  Federation  had  held 
a symposium  in  February 
2006  to  examine  the  com- 
munity’s future  and  to  ex- 
plore the  big  issues  and  con- 
cerns it  faces. 

“When  the  Federation 
engaged  the  community  in 


Donna  Palmer-Dodds,  head 
of  schools  of  Hillel  Acade- 
my and  Yitzhak  Rabin  High 
School,  looks  forward  to 
YRHS  being  on  campus. 

(OJB  photo: 
Michael  Regenstreif) 

an  in-depth  discussion 
about  our  future  at  the  2006 
symposium,  Jewish  educa- 
tion was  reinforced  as  our 
greatest  priority,"  says 
Jonathan  Freedman,  Feder- 
ation chair. 

“One  specific  area  that 
received  a lot  of  attention 
was  the  very  pressing  need 
to  have  a vibrant  and  grow- 
ing community  high  school. 
It  was  felt  that  more  high 
school  students  getting  an 
excellent  education  and 
fully  engaged  in  Jewish 
community  life  would  be  of 
tremendous  benefit  to  our 
future  success.” 

One  of  the  suggestions 
was  that  YRHS  move  into 
the  Hillel  Academy  build- 
ing at  31  Nadolny  Sachs 


Private  on  the  Jewish  Com- 
munity Campus. 

Initially,  YRHS  was  un- 
certain about  actually  mov- 
ing into  the  Hillel  Academy 
building.  There  was  a con- 
cern that  the  high  school 
students  might  view  mov- 
ing into  the  building  as  a 
step  backwards  to  their  ele- 
mentary school  years.  But, 
as  the  boards  of  two  schools 
talked,  a plan  emerged  for 
YRHS  to  have  its  own 
wing,  with  a separate  en- 
trance, thus  clearly  main- 
taining its  own  identity. 

The  renovations  to  the 
school  building  that  will 
allow  YRHS  to  make  the 
move  are  now  in  the  final 
stages  and  the  move  will  be 
made  during  the  December 
break.  The  high  school  stu- 
dents will  return  to  class  in 
January  in  their  new  facili- 
ties. 

While  everyone  recog- 
nizes the  need  for  the  high 
school  students  to  have  their 
own  space,  putting  both 
schools  into  the  same  build- 
ing is  also  allowing  for  a 
great  deal  of  co-operation 
that  can  only  be  of  benefit 
to  the  two  institutions. 

It  can  be  difficult  run- 
ning an  entire  school  with 
only  40  students,  thus  limit- 
ing possible  resources.  So, 
as  noted  in  the  first  article  in 
this  series  (Rambam  now  on 
campus  with  Hillel  Acade- 
my: YRHS  coming  soon , 
November  10),  Hillel  Acad- 
emy and  YRHS  will  not 
only  share  the  building, 
they  will  share  their  admin- 
istrative staff  as  well. 


I’m  Jerry  of  Jerry’s  Hobby  Reg’d 

I invite  you  to  stop  by  my  table  at  the 
Chanukah  Gift  Fair,  being  held  at  the  JCC 
on  November  23,  2008.  I would  love 
to  meet  you  and  show  you  some  examples  of 

“taking  memories  out  of  a box”. 

For  more  information,  1 can  be  reached 
at  613-301-4919, 

or  by  e-mail  at  jerryathome@sympatico.ca 


And,  beyond  the  simple 
cost  savings  of  sharing  a 
building  and  administration, 
the  move  will  also  allow 
YRHS  to  revitalize  its  pro- 
grams. 

Sharing  the  teachers’ 
lounge  with  Hillel  and  Ram- 
bam will  mean  much  less 
isolation  for  YRHS’s  teach- 
ers. And  both  schools  can 
share  professional  knowl- 
edge and  educational  re- 
sources in  a much  easier  way. 

The  high  school  stu- 
dents, who  all  need  40 
hours  of  volunteer  work  be- 
fore they  graduate,  will  be 
able  to  volunteer  in  the  ele- 
mentary school,  as  well  as 
at  other  organizations  on 
campus,  including  Hillel 
Lodge,  Tamir  and  others. 

If  these  advantages  were 
not  enough,  being  on  the 
Jewish  Community  Campus 
will  allow  YRHS  to  signifi- 
cantly raise  its  profile  in  the 
community.  The  new  head 
of  schools,  Donna  Palmer- 
Dodds,  thinks  both  schools 
will  benefit  from  the  move. 

“Yitzhak  Rabin’s  move 
onto  the  campus  will  not 
only  allow  its  students  to  be 
more  involved  in  communi- 
ty life,  but  I think  it  will  fos- 
ter a much  greater  connec- 
tion between  the  elementary 
and  high  school  students,” 
says  Palmer-Dodds.  “I’m 
really  looking  forward  to 
this  move.” 
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Ottawa  JNF  2008  Negev  Dinner 
honouring  Dan  Greenberg  and  Barbara  Crook 
a great  success! 

As  I write,  the  2008  Ottawa  Negev  Dinner  on  No- 
vember 24  at  the  Museum  of  Civilization  is  still  a few 
weeks  off.  So,  you  may  well  ask,  how  1 could  start  with 
a headline  declaring  that  it  is  a great  success. 

Well,  as  of  November  5,  the  number  of  tickets  sold  is 
already  at  the  point  where  the  Great  Hall  will  be  practi- 
cally full  for  the  Negev  Dinner  and  we  are  looking  for- 
ward to  a complete  sell  out. 

Most  importantly,  thanks  to  the  dedicated  work  of 
our  Campaign  Chairs,  led  by  Ron  Prehogan,  our  JNF 
volunteer  and,  in  particular,  our  Honourees  Barbara 
Crook  and  Dan  Greenberg,  the  JNF  fundraising  for  this 
year’s  project,  the  Barbara  Crook  and  Dan  Greenberg 
Reservoir  at  Mishmar  HaYarden  located  north  of  Lake 
Kinneret,  is  a complete  success.  Thanks  and  Yasher 
Koach  to  everyone  who  worked  on  the  campaign  and  to 
all  of  our  many  generous  individual  donors  and  corpo- 
rate sponsors  from  the  Ottawa  Jewish  community  and 
the  entire  Ottawa  community. ! look  forward  to  the  next 
Bulletin  to  kvell  (again,  G-d  willing)  and  to  properly 
thank  those  who  are  participating  in  the  evening. 

Offset  your  carbon  emissions  with  JNF 

JNF  in  Canada  and  around  the  world  is  introducing 
an  exciting  new  environmental  program  this  year  called 
GoNeutral.  When  you  board  a plane,  drive  a car  or 
even  do  your  laundry,  it  takes  a toil  on  the  environment. 
We  encourage  you  to  take  measures  to  minimize  your 
carbon  emissions  and  offset  the  remainder  through  our 
JNF  GoNeutral  program. 

Through  this  campaign,  you  can  calculate  how  much 
carbon  dioxide  you  emit  each  year,  and  become  ‘carbon 
neutral’  by  planting  trees  in  Israel.  One  tree  will  offset 
one  ton  of  carbon  dioxide  over  its  lifetime.  You  can  also 
help  fund  JNF  environmental  programs  to  halt  desertifi- 
cation, boost  water  supplies  through  reservoirs  and 
waste  water  reclamation,  grow  crops  efficiently  in  the 
desert  and  create  green  lungs  around  urban  areas. 

There  is  a calculator  on  our  JNF  Canada  website  at 
www.jnf.ca/goneutral  where  you  can  determine  what 
you  need  to  do  to  offset  your  carbon  footprint.  Please 
visit  our  website  to  make  a (tax  deductible)  donation 
that  will  help  JNF,  and  yourself,  to  ‘heal  the  world.’ 

Golden  Book  inscriptions 

Isaac  Aaron  Lieff  by  his  proud  Bubbie  and  Zaida 
Evelyn  and  Joseph  Lieff;  Ezra  Poplove  by  his  proud 
Bubbie  and  Zadie  Ruth  and  Myron  Poplove 

Sefer  Bar  Mitzvah  inscriptions 

Sonny  Katz,  son  of  Liz  Pearl  and  Stewart  Katz,  by 
his  proud  grandparents  Gita  and  Jerry  Pearl;  Isaac 
Aaron  Lieff  by  his  proud  parents  Francine  Greenspoon 
and  Norman  Lieff 


On  a daily  basis  you  can  plant 
trees  for  all  occasions.  An  attrac- 
tive card  is  sent  to  the  recipient. 
To  order,  call  the  JNF  office 
(613.798.2411). 


Members  meeting  discusses 
possible  usage  of  vacant  land 


By  Michael  Regenstreif 

The  possible  future  usage  of  a va- 
cant lot  adjacent  to  the  Jewish  Com- 
munity Campus  was  the  main  topic  of 
discussion  at  a members  meeting  held 
by  the  Jewish  Federation  of  Ottawa  on 
November  5. 

The  land  is  across  Kerr  Avenue 
from  the  campus  at  Nadolny  Sachs 
Private  and  is  bounded  by  Carling, 
Boyd  and  Kerr  Avenues.  The  lot  was 
purchased  by  the  Federation  in  Febru- 
ary 2006  and,  for  the  time  being,  is 
being  used  as  a parking  lot  for  campus 
staff. 

Jonathan  Freedman,  Federation 
chair,  and  Mitchell  Bellman,  president 
and  CEO,  reported  that  the  land  pur- 
chase was  financed  by  a three-year 
private  mortgage.  They  did  not  antici- 
pate any  problems  in  extending  the 
mortgage. 

They  also  noted  that  the  land  was 
not  purchased  to  remain  a parking  lot. 
The  discussion  at  the  meeting  was  the 
beginning  of  the  process  of  soliciting 
input  from  the  community  over  the 
coming  months  on  how  the  land 
should  be  used  in  the  long  term. 

Several  speakers  from  the  floor 
speculated  that  their  organizations 
might  be  interested  in  being  part  of  a 
building  on  the  site,  should  one  be 
built. 

The  most  concrete  of  the  possible 
suggestions  came  from  Mark  Palmer, 
executive  director  of  Tamir.  Palmer 
said  Tamir  was  in  the  early  stages  of 
developing  a proposal  for  a multi-pur- 


pose building  that  would  include  a 
number  of  apartments  in  an  integrated 
living  complex  for  Tamir  clients. 

Freedman  said  one  of  three  possi- 
ble decisions  would  need  to  be  made 
in  the  coming  months. 

The  first  possibility  would  be  the 
Federation’s  deciding  it  doesn’t  need 
the  land,  in  which  case  it  could  be  sold 
and  the  proceeds  used  in  funding  other 
priorities.  The  second  would  be  a pro- 
ject in  the  short  term  and  the  third 
would  be  special  fundraising  to  pay 
off  the  mortgage  and  reserve  the  land 
for  use  in  the  medium  or  long  term. 

“No  one  is  in  a position  to  build  on 
the  land  tomorrow,”  said  Freedman, 
adding  that  holding  on  to  it  is  “not  a 
bad  investment.” 

Earlier  in  the  meeting.  Bellman  re- 
viewed progress  the  Federation  has 
made  in  recent  months  in  meeting 
strategic  objectives. 

Among  the  current  initiatives  Bell- 
man pointed  to  was  the  revitalization 
of  Ottawa’s  Jewish  education  system, 
noting  that  Hillel  Academy  and 
Yitzhak  Rabin  High  School  (YRHS) 
have  jointly  hired  Donna  Palmer- 
Dodds  to  head  the  administration  of 
each  school. 

He  also  reported  that  the  renova- 
tions to  the  school  building  are  almost 
complete.  The  Rambam  Day  School 
has  already  moved  into  its  space  and 
YRHS  will  make  its  move  to  the 
building  over  the  December  break. 

Bellman  also  called  attention  to  a 
current  online  survey  gathering  input 


from  18-  to  35-year-olds  in  the  com- 
munity that  will  lead  to  an  “emerging 
generations  strategy”  to  recognize  and 
respond  to  the  needs  of  this  demo- 
graphic. 

Among  the  other  initiatives  that 
Bellman  said  the  Federation  hoped  to 
introduce  in  the  short  term  are  a pro- 
gram of  ticket  donations  to  help  low- 
income  members  of  the  community  to 
attend  major  events  and  a Shabba't- 
hosting  program  to  reach  out  to  the 
community’s  newcomers  and  to  the 
unaffiliated. 

He  also  noted  that  increasing  op- 
portunities for  members  of  Ottawa’s 
Jewish  community  to  build  connec- 
tions to  Israel  and  Israelis  has  been 
added  to  the  Federation's  strategic  ob- 
jectives. 


Give  a Chanukah 
gift  subscription 
to  the  OJB! 

Special  rates 
valid  until 
January  16,  2009. 

See  page  15 
for  details. 
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Congregation 
Beth  Shalom 


Shabbat  Dinner  Program 

Friday,  December  5,  2008 

5:45  pm  Kabbalat  Shabbat  Service 

Followed  by  Dinner 

Join  us  for  a joyful  and  musical 
Kabbalat  Shabbat  Service 
followed  by  a traditional  Shabbat  Dinner, 
Chanukah  melodies  and  treats  for  the  children. 

A supervised  playroom  will  be  available. 

RSVP  to  Congregation  Beth  Shalom 
at  613-789-3501  ext.  223 
or  amanda@bethshalom.ca 
by  Wednesday,  December  3,  2008 

Reserved  seating  only 

Cost: 

Adult  $28.00 

Students  $18.00 

Children  6-12  $13.00 

Children  under  6 Free 


Hold  the  dates 

for  upcoming  Shabbat  Dinners  in  2009 

January  9,  February  6,  March  6,  May  1,  June  5 


Adam  Moscoe  is  presented  with  the  Jewish  War  Veterans  Award  by  Freda  Lithwick 
of  the  Ottawa  Post-Jewish  War  Veterans  of  Canada  scholarship  committee. 


Tess  Fischer  receives  the  Max  and  Tessie  Zelikovitz  and  Dorothy  Nadolny  Award. 

(Photos:  Larry  Lithwick) 


Jewish  War  Veterans  announce 
scholarship  award  winners 


Five  accomplished  Ottawa  students  each 
received  $1,000  scholarship  awards  when 
the  Ottawa  Post-Jewish  War  Veterans  of 
Canada  held  their  annual  general  meeting 
and  brunch  October  26  at  Agudath  Israel 
Congregation. 

Adam  Moscoe,  now  in  his  final  year  at 
Nepean  High  School,  received  the  Jewish 
War  Veterans  Award. 

Two  students  who  graduated  this  year 
from  Machon  Sarah  High  School  and  are 
now  studying  at  seminaries  in  Israel  received 
Saul  and  Edna  Goldfarb  Awards.  Elisheva 
Shaps  is  a student  at  Michlalah  and  Rivka 
Aptowitzer  is  at  Merkaz. 


Naomi  Muroff,  now  a student  at  the 
Maalot  Seminary  in  Baltimore,  was  the  re- 
cipient of  the  Abe  Carlofsky  Award. 

The  fifth  scholarship,  the  Max  and  Tessie 
Zelikovitz  and  Dorothy  Nadolny  Award,  was 
given  to  Tess  Fischer  who  is  now  studying  at 
McGill  University  in  Montreal. 

While  the  students  now  in  Israel  and  the 
U.S.  could  not  be  there  in  person,  Moscoe 
and  Fischer  were  on  hand  to  receive  their 
awards. 

The  meeting  also  heard  from  guest  speak- 
er Eric  Vernon  of  Canadian  Jewish  Congress 
who  spoke  on  anti-Semitism  and  Holocaust 
denial. 
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Hillel  Lodge 


LONG-TERM  CARE  FOUNDATION 


In  support 
of  the  Bess  and  Moe 
Greenberg  Family 
Hillel  Lodge 
In  the  Joseph 
and  Inez  Zelikovrtz 
Long  Term  Care  Centre 


Card  Donations 

Card  donations  go  a long  way  to  improving  the 
quality  of  life  for  our  residents.  Thank  you  for  con- 
sidering their  needs  and  contributing  to  their  well- 
being. 

On  behalf  of  the  residents  and  their  families,  we 
extend  sincere  appreciation  to  the  following  individ- 
uals and  families  who  made  card  donations  to  the 
Hillel  Lodge  Long-Term  Care  Foundation  between 
October  20  and  November  5,  2008  inclusive. 

HONOUR  FUNDS 

Unlike  a bequest  or  gift  of  life  insurance,  which 
are  realized  some  time  in  the  future,  a named  Hon- 
our Fund  (i.e.,  endowment  fund)  is  established  dur- 
ing your  lifetime. 

By  making  a contribution  of  S 1 ,000  or  more,  you 
can  create  a permanent  remembrance  for  a loved 
one,  honour  a family  member,  declare  what  the 
Lodge  has  meant  to  you  and/or  support  a cause  that 
you  believe  in. 

A Hillel  Lodge  Honour  Fund  is  a permanent 
pool  of  capital  that  earns  interest  or  income  each 
year.  This  income  then  supports  the  priorities  desig- 
nated by  you,  the  donor. 

Bill  and  Leona  Adler  Memorial  Fund 
In  Honour  of: 

Sarah  Swedler  Congratulations  on  being  hon- 
oured by  the  Hillel  Lodge  Auxiliary  by  Marilyn  Adler 

R'fuah  Shlema: 

Molly  Greenberg  by  Elayne  Adler  and  Farley, 
Jordan  and  Benjamin  Stenzler 

Sol  Kaiman  by  Elayne  Adler  and  Farley,  Jordan 
and  Benjamin  Stenzler 

Samuel  and  Jean  Ackerman  Memorial  Fund 
In  Honour  of: 

Arnell  Goldberg  Best  wishes  on  your  special 
birthday  with  love  by  Sheila  and  Larry  Hartman 

Auxiliary  of  Hillel  Lodge  Fund 
In  Memory  of: 

Abe  Fleming  by  Ruth  and  Lawrence  Mendell  and 
Family 

In  Honour  of: 

Yvonne  Azuelos  Thank  you  by  Stan  Goldberg 
Asher  Farber  In  appreciation  by  the  Hillel  Lodge 
Auxiliary 

Sid  Katz  Thank  you  for  all  your  hard  work  by 
The  Hillel  Lodge  Auxiliary 

Sarah  Swedler  Congratulations  on  a well- 
deserved  honour  by  Betty  Finkelman 

Elsie  Baker  Endowment  Fund 
In  Memory  of: 

Beloved  mother  of  Rabbi  Steven  Garten  by 
Polly  and  Jack  Moran 
In  Honour  of: 

Betty  and  Sam  Kotzer  Maza!  tov  on  moving  into 


your  new  home  - live  happy  and  healthy  by  Polly  and 
Jack  Moran,  and  Sammy 

Tania  Firestone  family  Fund 
In  Memory  of: 

Alyce  Cohen  by  Susie  and  Phil  Firestone 

Friedberg  and  Dale  Families  Fund 
In  Memory  of: 

Chaya  Perel  Mogilevsky  by  Elaine  Friedberg 
and  Bob  Dale 

Martin  and  Thea  Ginsburg  Memorial  Fund 
Generous  donations  to  this  fund  have  been 
made  by  Janet  Cohen;  and  Joel  Ginsburg 

Malcolm  and  Vera  Glube  Family  Fund 
R'fuah  Shlema: 

Rhoda  Levitan  by  Vera  and  Malcolm  Glube 
Betty  Rose  by  Vera  and  Malcolm  Glube 

Nell  Gluck  Memorial  Fund 
In  Memory  of: 

Dave  Molot  by  Rabbi  Alan  and  Linda  Cohen 

In  Honour  of: 

Joseph  Steinberg  Mazal  tov  on  your  95th  birth- 
day and  best  wishes  for  many  more  by  Maureen  and 
Henry  Molot 
R'fuah  Shlema: 

Fern  Bybelezer  by  Maureen  and  Henry  Molot 

Evelyn  and  Irving  Greenberg  Fund 
In  Honour  of: 

Larry  Gradus  Wishing  you  a very  happy  birth- 
day by  Evelyn  Greenberg 

Moe  Greenberg  and  Elissa  Greenberg  Iny 
Family  Fund 
In  Memory  of: 

Beloved  brother-in-law  of  Raymond  Stern  by 
Elissa  and  Avraham  Iny 

Alyce  Cohen  by  Elissa  and  Avraham  Iny 
Abe  Padolsky  by  Elissa  and  Avraham  Iny 
In  Honour  of: 

Shelli  and  Steven  Kimmel  Mazal  tov  and  best 
wishes  on  your  daughter  Leora’s  engagement  by 
Elissa  and  Avraham  Iny 

Dr.  Hyman  and  Dr.  Sylvia 
Van  Straten  Kaufman  Fund 

A very  generous  donation  to  this  fund  has  been 
made  by  Dr.  Hyman  Kaufman 

Morris  and  Lillian  Kimmel  Family  Fund 
In  Honour  of: 

Claire  and  Irving  Bercovitch  Mazal  tov  and  best 
wishes  on  the  birth  of  your  granddaughter  by  Morris 
Kimmel 

Noreen  and  Syd  Bosloy  Wishing  you  Mazal  tov 
on  the  occasion  of  your  granddaughter’s  Bat  Mitzvah 
with  love  by  the  Kimmel,  Kaiman  and  Levine  families 


R'fuah  Shlelma: 

Sol  Kaiman  by  Morris  Kimmel 

Joan  and  Russell  Kronick  Family  Fund 
In  Honour  of: 

Joan  and  Russell  Kronick  Mazal  tov  on  the  birth 
of  your  granddaughter  Olivia  by  Betty  and  Ed  Rose: 
and  Toby  and  Tedd  Nathanson 

Levenson-Polowin  Feeding  Fund 
In  Memory  of: 

Beloved  mother  of  Rabbi  Steven  Garten  by 
Heidi  and  Steve  Polowin 

Rabbi  Michael  Levenson  by  Sally  Taller 

Fencer  Family  Fund 
In  Honour  of: 

Harvey  Segal  Best  wishes  on  your  special  birth- 
day by  Marcia  and  Irwin  Pencer 

Sonia  Rawicki  Agulnik  Music  Therapy  Fund 
In  Honour  of: 

Dorothy  Torontow  Best  wishes  for  health  and 
happiness  on  your  special  birthday  by  Helene  Rosen; 
and  Paula  and  Manny  Agulnik 

Stephen  and  Debra  Schneiderman 
Family  Fund 
In  Memory  of: 

Chaya  Perel  Mogilevsky  by  Stephen 
Schneiderman 
In  Honour  of: 

Sarah  Swedler  Mazal  tov  on  being  recognized  by 
the  Auxiliary  for  all  your  hard  work  and  dedication  to 
Hillel  Lodge.  The  Residents  and  Staff  are  lucky  to 
have  you  and  your  efforts  are  truly  appreciated  by 
Debra  and  Stephen  Schneiderman 

Harold  and  Lillian  Shoihet  Memorial  Fund 
In  Honour  of: 

Shelley  and  Andre  Engel  Mazal  tov  on  the 
engagement  of  your  daughter  to  Michael  by  David 
Shoihet 

Ralph  and  Anne  Sternberg  Memorial  Fund 
In  Honour  of: 

Harvey  SlipacofT  Mazal  tov  to  HRM  on  your 
birthday  with  warmest  wishes  from  two  of  his  loyal 
subjects  by  Laya  and  Ted  Jacobsen 

Brian  Strain  Mazal  tov  to  our  brother-in-law  on 
his  60th  birthday  by  Laya  and  Ted  Jacobsen 

Sarah  and  Amie  Swedler  Family  Fund 
In  Honour  of; 

Claire  and  Irving  Bercovitch  Mazal  tov  and  best 
wishes  on  the  birth  of  your  beautiful  granddaughter 
and  Happy  Birthday  to  Irving  by  Sarah  and  Amie 
Swedler 

Sarah  Swedler  Yasher  Koach  on  receiving  a well 
deserved  honour  from  the  Auxiliary  of  Hillel  Lodge 
by  Ruth  Mendell;  Karen  and  Ian  Zunder  and  family; 
Rhonda,  Danny  and  Shelby  Levine;  the  Chazonoff- 
Mosse  clan;  Betty  and  Ed  Rose;  and  Cynthia  and  Max 
Weinstein 

Roslyn  and  Myles  Taller  Family 
Endowment  Fund 
In  Honour  of: 

Sarah  Swedler  Mazal  tov  on  being  honoured  by 
the  Auxiliary  of  Hillel  Lodge  by  Roz  Taller  and  family 

R'fuah  Shlema: 

Betty  Rose  by  Roz  Taller  and  family 


Harry  Torontow  Family  Fund 
In  Memory  of: 

Harry  Torontow  by  Anne  and  Sol  Shmelzer; 
Debbie  and  Herb  Cosman  and  family;  and  Rhonda 
Lazarus 

Milton  and  Mary  (Terry)  Viner  Family  Fund 
A generous  donation  was  made  in  Observance 
of  the  Yahrzeit  of  Dave  Schaenfield  by  Millie 
Schaen  field 

Anna  and  Samuel  Wex  Family  Fund 
In  Honour  of: 

Eileen  and  Lenny  Shalit  Mazal  tov  and  our  very 
best  wishes  on  the  birth  of  your  granddaughter, 
Morgan  Rita  by  Anna  and  Sam  Wex 

Residents  Feeding  Program 
In  Memory  of: 

Chaya  Perel  Mogilevsky  by  Mara  and  Isaac 
Muzikansky 

**************** 

IN  MEMORY  OF: 

The  Beloved  Mother  of  Rabbi  Steven  Garten 
by  Loma  and  Carl  Raskin;  and  the  Residents.  Board 
and  Staff  of  Hillel  Lodge 

Helen  Harper  by  the  Residents.  Board  and  Staff 
of  Hillel  Lodge 

Chaya  Perel  Mogilevsky  by  Loma  and  Carl 
Raskin 

Antonia  Steenbakkers  by  Doreen  and  Bill 
Skorenky;  Rose  and  John  Steenbakkers;  the 
Steenbakkers  grandchildren;  Helen  and  John  Kiefl; 
and  David  Sheehan 

Ruth  Weitz  by  The  Residents,  Board  and  Staff  of 
Hillel  Lodge;  and  Francoise  and  Ron  Vexler 

IN  HONOUR  OF: 

Sabrina  and  Jason  Bercovitch  Mazal  tov  and 
best  wishes  on  the  birth  of  your  baby  girl  by  Debi  and 
David  Shore 

Judy  and  Jonathan  Bosloy  Mazai  tov  on  the  oc- 
casion of  your  daughter  Mara  Lily’s  Bat  Mitzvah  by 
Bela  Gelbman 

Mara  Lily  Bosloy  Mazal  Tov  on  the  occasion  of 
your  Bat  Mitzvah  by  Bela  Gelbman 

Vera  and  George  Gara  Mazal  tov  on  the  occa- 
sion of  your  granddaughter’s  Bat  Mitzvah  by  Bela 
Gelbman 

Leah  and  Bob  Gencher  Wishing  you  a hearty 
mazal  tov  on  the  occasion  of  your  50th  wedding  an- 
niversary by  Claire  and  Irving  Bercovitch 

Morris  Kimmel  Mazal  tov  on  your  granddaugh- 
ter’s engagement  by  Claire  and  Irving  Bercovitch 
Lonnie  and  Tom  Larochelle  Wishing  you  a 
happy  40th  anniversary  by  Rose  and  Kevin  Kardash 
Bonnie  and  Chuck  Merovitz  Mazal  tov  on  the 
birth  of  your  first  grandson  by  Betty  and  Ed  Rose 
Lily  and  Jerry  Penso  Mazal  tov  on  your  50th  an- 
niversary by  Betty  and  Ed  Rose 

Anna  and  Irving  Rosner  Wishing  you  a very 
happy  63rd  wedding  anniversary  by  Bela  Gelbman 
Carol  and  Jack  Shapiro  Mazal  tov  and  best 
wishes  on  Tracy  and  Joe’s  wedding  by  Ruth  and 
Irving  Aaron 

In  Memory  of  their  beloved  Mother,  Antonia 
Steenbakkers,  a very  generous  donation  to  the 
Feeding  Program  and  the  Recreation  Program  has 
been  made  by  Mieke  Fox,  Drieke  Gregory  and 
Laura  Cooney. 


THE  LODGE  EXPRESSES  ITS  SINCERE  APPRECIATION  FOR  YOUR  KIND  SUPPORT 
AND  APOLOGIZES  FOR  ANY  ERRORS  OR  OMISSIONS.  DUE  TO  SPACE  LIMITATIONS,  THE  WORDING  APPEARING 
IN  THE  BULLETIN  IS  NOT  NECESSARILY  THE  WORDING  WHICH  APPEARED  ON  THE  CARD. 


GIVING  IS  RECEIVING  - ATTRACTIVE  CARDS  AVAILABLE  FOR  ALL  OCCASIONS 
Here’s  a good  opportunity  to  recognize  an  event  or  convey  the  appropriate  sentiment  to  someone  important  to  you  and  at  the  same  time  support  the  Lodge.  Card  orders  may 
be  given  to  Debra  or  Rhonda  at  613-728-3900,  extension  111,  9:30  am  to  3:30  pm  Monday  to  Thursday,  9:00  am  to  2:00  pm  Friday.  You  may  also  e-mail  your  orders  to 
donations@hillel-ltc.com.  E-maii  orders  must  include  name,  address,  postal  code,  and  any  message  to  person  receiving  the  card;  and,  amount  of  donation,  name,  address  and 
postal  code  of  the  person  making  the  donation.  Cards  may  be  paid  for  by  Visa,  Mastercard,  American  Express,  Cheque  or  Cash.  Contributions  are  tax  deductible. 
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Community  will  gather  on  Mitzvah  Day,  December  7, 


to  perform  good  deed  projects 


Although  Mitzvah  Day  ’08  will  be 
taking  place  on  Sunday,  December  7 at 
the  Soloway  Jewish  Community  Cen- 
tre (SJCC),  Grade  6 students  from  Hil- 
lel  Academy  and  Charles  H.  Hulse 
Public  School  will  get  a jumpstart  on 
performing  good  deeds  by  making  doll 
pins  for  the  Dolls  for  Darfur  Cam- 
paign on  December  2. 

The  Dolls  for  Darfur  Campaign 
was  started  to  raise  awareness  about 
the  genocide  taking  place  in  the  Darfur 
region  of  Sudan.  The  pins  represent  an 
opportunity  to  educate  others  about  the 
atrocities  in  Darfur. 

Each  individually  packaged  pin 
comes  with  a business-sized  informa- 
tion card  about  the  plight  of  the  people 
of  Darfur.  Proceeds  raised  from  the 
sale  of  the  pins  will  be  given  to  advo- 
cacy and  humanitarian  agencies  work- 
ing on  the  Darfur  crisis. 

Nearly  400,000  people  have  died  in 
Darfur  since  2003.  More  than  two  mil- 


lion civilians  have  been  forced  to  flee 
their  homes  and  live  in  refugee  camps 
in  the  Sudan  and  Chad  and  an  estimat- 
ed 15,000  people  die  each  month. 

The  Dolls  for  Darfur  Campaign 
was  started  by  Temple  Emanu-El  of 
Dallas  Texas,  the  Religious  Action 
Center  of  Reform  Judaism  and  the 
Union  for  Reform  Judaism’s  Commis- 
sion on  Social  Action.  Information 
about  the  project  is  available  at  dolls- 
fodarfur.org. 

On  Mitzvah  Day  itself,  hundreds  of 
children  and  adults  will  gather  at  the 
SJCC  to  perform  such  mitzvahs  as 
painting  reusable  canvas  lunch  bags  to 
decrease  the  environmental  harm 
caused  by  thruway  plastic  and  paper 
bags,  creating  celebration  kits  to  be 
brighten  birthdays  of  people  living  in 
Ottawa-area  shelters  and  making 
night-night  bags  to  comfort  children  in 
crisis  care. 

Other  Mitzvah  Day  projects  include 


making  crafts,  which  Jewish  Family 
Services  will  distribute  to  brighten 
someone’s  day,  and  CHEO  kits  to  be 
filled  with  basic  hygiene  items  needed 
by  parents  who  are  with  their  children 
during  their  hospital  stays. 

Mitzvah  Day  participants  will  also 
be  assembling  informational  welcome 
kits  to  help  new  immigrants  make  their 
transition  to  life  in  the  Ottawa  area  and 
lunch  bags  for  the  homeless. 

Mitzvah  Day  begins  with  registra- 
tion and  free  breakfast  on  Sunday,  De- 
cember 7 at  8 am.  The  mitzvahs  get 
underway  at  9:30  and  conclude  with  a 
cake  and  ice  cream  party,  and  a perfor- 
mance by  kid’s  entertainer  Dr.  Ka- 
boom,  at  noon. 

Mitzvah  Day  is  sponsored  by  the 
Jewish  Federation  of  Ottawa  and 
chaired  this  year  by  Stacey  Segal. 

For  information,  contact  Patrice 
Berdowski  at  613-798-4696,  ext.  241 
or  pberdowski@jewishottawa.com. 


Dr.  Kaboom  will  entertain  the  kids  at  the  ice  cream  and 
cake  party  that  caps  off  Mitzvah  Day. 


OTC  offers  adult  programming  and  education 


By  Pherris  Hamilton 
for  Ottawa  Torah  Center  Chabad 
The  Ottawa  Torah  Center  Chabad 
(OTC),  which  has  been  providing  children’s 
and  family  programs  for  the  last  decade  in 
Ottawa,  is  presenting  adult  education  pro- 
grams this  fall  with  courses  ranging  from 
Torah  to  Talmud,  and  even  some  Kabbalah 
and  mysticism. 


Many  of  the  offerings  are  being  present- 
ed in  public  spaces  making  them  non- 
threatening to  anyone  who  wants  to  partici- 
pate. For  example,  we  recently  offered 
Kosher:  A Diet  for  the  Soul,  a three-part 
seminar,  at  the  Loblaws  at  College  Square, 
and  are  currently  offering  a Sunday  book 
discussion  on  the  subject  of  Genesis  at 
Chapters  Pinecrest. 


Another  course  is  Soul  Maps:  Kabbalah 
to  Navigate  Your  Inner  World , now  ongo- 
ing on  Tuesday  evenings  at  the  Soloway 
Jewish  Community  Centre  and  Thursdays 
during  lunch  hour  downtown  at  the  Ottawa 
Main  Public  Library. 

OTC  is  also  offering  traditional  chavru- 
fa-style  learning  where  participants  can 
choose  the  topic  and  time  to  explore  their 


Judaism  on  a one-on-one  basis  with  a rabbi. 

Call  OTC  at  613-823-0866  for  informa- 
tion on  these  and  other  adult  education  op- 
portunities or  visit  ottawatorahcenter.com 
or  myjli.com. 

OTC  also  appreciates  your  feedback  and 
suggestions  about  topics  and  areas  of  study 
you  would  like  to  see  explored  in  future 
courses. 


Challah  on  Campus 


JET’s  On  Campus  Program  introduces  students  to  the  joys  of  challah 
baking,  while  raising  money  for  the  Solar  Cooker  Project  to  enhance 
the  safety  of  women  in  Darfur.  (Above,  from  left  to  right)  are:  Zach 
Cantor,  Asher  Farber  and  Eli  Bitton;  (at  right)  Sarah  Librach,  Rebecca 
Trueman  and  Jordana  Trueman. 
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YRHS  teacher  honoured  with  Grinspoon-Steinhardt  Award 


By  Christena  Edwardson 
for  Yitzhak  Rabin 
High  School 

Teacher  Shaya  Rodal  of 
Yitzhak  Rabin  High  School 
(YRHS)  has  been  named  a 
Grinspoon-Steinhardt  Award 
winner  by  the  Harold 
Grinspoon  Foundation  and 
the  Steinhardt  Foundation  for 
Jewish  Life. 

“Mr.  Rodal  has  been  an 
exemplary  teacher  over  the 
years  and  we  are  very  proud 
of  his  achievements,"  said 
Rabbi  Howard  Finkelstein, 
director  of  Judaic  studies  at 
YRHS,  who  nominated  him 
for  the  award. 

Rodal  began  his  post- 


secondary education  at 
Carmel  College  in  London. 
England  and  later  attended 
Oxford  University  where  he 
majored  in  politics  and 
philosophy.  He  then  attended 
McGill  University  in 
Montreal  where  he  obtained 
degrees  in  sociology  and 
education  and  specialized  in 
teaching  history  an(J  Judaic 
studies. 

The  Grinspoon-Steinhardt 
Awards  recognize  and 
honour  Jewish  educators 
from  across  North  America 
who  have  shown  outstanding 
commitment  to  Jewish  edu- 
cation. The  awards  were 
established  in  2000  and  are 


Donations  in  memory 
of  Zeev  Vered 
purchase  essential 
life-support  system 

Donations  made  to  the 
University  of  Ottawa  Heart 
Institute  in  memory  of  Zeev 
Vered,  who  passed  away 
June  9,  will  be  used  to  pur- 
chase an  essential  Extracor- 
poreal Membrane  Oxygena- 
tion (ECMO)  system  valued 
at  $50,000. 

An  ECMO  system  - 
which  is  similar  to  the  heart- 
lung  machines  employed 
during  open  heart  surgery  - 
is  a vital  life-support  appara- 
tus used  in  surgical  intensive 
care  units  for  patients  whose 
diseased  lungs  and  heart  are 
not  strong  enough  to  pump 
enough  oxygen  to  the  blood 
and  enough  oxygen-rich 
blood  to  the  rest  of  the  body. 

Many  patients  would  die 
without  modem  ECMO  sys- 
tems. 

Although  the  Heart  Insti- 
tute has  two  ECMO  systems, 
one  is  an  older,  now  obsolete 
system  that  will  be  replaced 


**  NIGHT  MOVES  ** 

Brand  new  Ottawa  Band  available 
for  your  Weddings,  Bar  Mitzvahs 
and  Corporate  Parties. 

• We  will  work  with  you  to  deliver 
the  best  entertainment  possible. 

• Book  your  party  now! 

• Special  introductory  pricing  won't  last! 

• Call  any  time  for  details. 

Micah  (613)  222-7656 


Zeev  Vered 


by  the  one  purchased  with 
the  funds  donated  in  memory 
of  Mr.  Vered.  With  more  than 
1,500  cardiac  surgeries  per- 
formed annually  at  the  Heart 
Institute,  it  is  not  an  unusual 
circumstance  for  two  ECMO 
systems  to  be  needed  at  the 
same  time. 

Sara  Vered  told  the  Bul- 
letin that  the  Vered  family 
was  most  grateful  for  the 
many  generous  donations 
made  to  the  Heart  Institute  in 
her  late  husband’s  memory. 


administered  by  the  Jewish 
Education  Service  of  North 
America. 

Rodal  and  four  other 
Canadians  were  among  the 
68  teachers  selected  for  the 
award  this  year.  As  a winner 
of  the  Grinspoon-Steinhardt 
Award,  he  received  a 
monetary  prize,  a portion  of 
which  must  be  used  for 
professional  development. 

Rodal,  who  previously 
taught  at  Akiba  Hebrew 
Academy  in  suburban 
Philadelphia,  is  now  in  his 
fifth  year  at  YRHS  where  he 


teaches  Jewish  history, 
Talmud,  Torah,  civics  and 
careers,  and  sociology. 

“Mr.  Rodal’s  classes  are 
very  informative  and  he  is 
always  willing  to  help  his 
students  outside  of  class 
time.”  said  Adam  Sadinsky, 
co-president  of  the  YRHS 
Students  Council. 

“I  enjoy  teaching  at 
Yitzhak  Rabin  because  of  the 
quality  and  character  of  the 
students  and  the  family-type 
atmosphere,”  said  Rodal. 
“And  I enjoy  the  freedom 
Rabbi  Finkelstein  allows  me 


to  develop  the  curriculum.” 

In  addition  to  classroom 
responsibilities,  Rodal  estab- 
lished and  leads  the  school 
band  and  is  the  faculty 
adviser  for  the  Yitzhak  Rabin 
Model  United  Nations  team. 
His  interests  outside  of 
school  include  music  and 
sports. 

“It  is  a great  honour  to 
be  recognized,”  said  Rodal 
after  returning  from  the 
awards  ceremony  in  New 
York  City.  “It  was  very 
positive,  sharing  ideas  about 
Jewish  education.” 


Shaya  Rodal 


Torah  Academy  of  Ottawa  Presents 


A Chinese  and  Silent  Auction  Event 


This  evening  is  sponsored  by 
Hymie  & Shirley  Schildkraut 


Salad  Bar 
Viennese  Table* 
Door  Prizes 

•May  contain  dairy 


Prizes  Include:  v ) 

Airfare  for  Two  to  Israel  Laptop  Ippd  Touch 
Stylish  Furniture  Digital  Camera  lOMp 
Terrific  Toys  Garmin  GPS  Nuvi  770 


call  613-274-0110  or  email  torahacademy@rogers.com 


Sunday  evening, 
December  7,  2008 
1119  Lazard  Street 
7:00-9:00  pm 
Free  Admission 


I Design  by  Chnvic  615-761-7433 
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Volunteer  spotlight 

The  founding  force  behind  AJA  50+ 


By  Benita  Sieraiatycki 

In  the  late  1 990s,  four  active  and  knowl- 
edgeable women,  Estelle  Gunner,  Cecily 
Bregman,  Teena  Hendelman  and  Ruth  Lev- 
itan, were  asked  by  Jewish  Family  Services 
(JFS)  to  study  the  situation  facing  Jewish 
seniors  in  Ottawa.  All  volunteers,  the 
women  examined  statistics,  held  focus 
groups,  talked  to  community  agencies  and 
identified  emerging  issues  for  this  age 
group.  Some  1 8 months  later,  reports  were 
presented  on  three  areas:  transportation, 
housing,  and  programming. 

They  identified  a lack  of  transportation 
options  for  Jewish  seniors  to  safely  and  re- 
liably take  them  to  appointments  and  social 
events.  In  the  area  of  housing,  a gap  existed 
in  Jewish-based  housing  options  for  people 
who  could  not  live  independently  anymore, 
but  were  not  ill  enough  to  qualify  for  a 
long-term  care  facility  like  Hillel  Lodge. 
The  last  area,  programming  for  more  ma- 
ture adults,  was  one  the  women  felt  they 
could  actually  tackle. 

That  was  the  beginning  of  Active  Jewish 
Adults  (AJA)  50+,  an  independent,  non- 
profit, volunteer-driven  organization  that 
advocates  for  well  Jewish  seniors,  and  of- 
fers a wide  variety  of  programs. 

The  first  president  was  Ruth  Levitan, 
who  for  three  years  was  the  driving  force 
behind  the  success  that  AJA  50+  still  en- 
joys. What  started  modestly  in  2000  now 
boasts  more  than  500  members. 


Social  and  recreational  activities  take  on 
greater  importance  for  older  people, 
says  AJA  50+  co-founder  Ruth  Levitan. 

(OJB  Photo:  Benita  Siemiatycki) 

“Who  would  have  believed  in  the  con- 
cept of  AJA?”  asks  Ruth  incredulously.  “In 
fact,  people  laughed  at  me  when  I said  ‘give 
me  $25.’  They  gave  it  to  me,  but  they 
laughed  at  me.” 

Ruth  credits  her  three  committee  col- 
leagues, Teena,  Cecily  and  Estelle,  for  mo- 
tivating her  to  take  on  the  presidency. 

“I  was  very  lucky  to  have  met  and  been 
associated  with  those  three,”  she  says. 


Year-round  programs  catering  to  diverse 
interests  such  as  computers,  music,  photog- 
raphy, educational  lectures,  card  games  and 
field  trips  to  various  destinations  have  at- 
tracted men  and  women  from  all  walks  of 
life.  Despite  its  name,  the  majority  of  AJA 
50+  members  falls  between  the  ages  of  65 
and  75.  Creative  Connections  is  an  affiliat- 
ed program  geared  to  more  senior  members. 
It  offers  a weekly  full-day  session  that  in- 
cludes fitness,  recreation,  education  and  so- 
cial activities. 

Ruth  is  adamant  that,  as  people  age,  their 
social  and  recreational  activities  take  on 
greater  importance. 

“People  are  connecting  and  they’re  mak- 
ing a contribution.  It’s  very  important  to 
build  people’s  self-esteem,  especially  as 
they  get  older,”  she  says. 

Ruth  has  spent  years  volunteering  in  the 
Jewish  community.  Along  with  her  work  on 
AJA  50+,  she  worked  for  Hadassah,  chaired 
the  Talmud  Torah  Afternoon  School  Parents’ 
Committee,  assisted  the  Agudath  Israel 
Sisterhood,  sat  on  the  Board  of  Jewish  Fam- 
ily Services  and  worked  on  a proposal  to  es- 
tablish a Jewish  retirement  home. 

“I  believe  we  have  to  get  involved  in  our 
community,”  she  says.  “We’re  the  only  ones 
who  can  get  involved  in  our  community  to 
make  things  better.” 

Currently,  Ruth  sits  on  the  AJA  member- 
ship committee,  chairing  the  group’s  Bridge 
and  Mah  Jongg  fundraiser  held  in  October. 


The  daughter  of  immigrants  from  Poland 
and  Germany,  Ruth  grew  up  in  Ottawa.  As 
a child,  she  attended  programs  at  the  old 
Jewish  Community  Centre.  She  and  her 
husband  Ron  have  two  children  - Riva, 
a family  physician,  and  Michael,  an  indus- 
trial designer.  Two  grandsons  attend  Hillel 
Academy. 

One  of  Ruth’s  strongest  beliefs  is  that 
services  be  available  to  Jewish  seniors 
when  they’re  most  in  need.  Citing  national 
statistics,  she  predicts  that  in  10  years,  30 
per  cent  of  Jewish  Ottawans  will  be  over  the 
age  of  65.  She  still  advocates  for  a commu- 
nity strategy  to  address  what  she  sees  as  a 
need  for  assisted  and  affordable  retirement 
housing  for  the  Jewish  community. 

Elaine  Wolfish,  co-president  of  AJA 
50+,  says,  “We  have  been  so  fortunate  to 
have  her  leadership  and  vision  in  our  orga- 
nization.” 

As  a founder,  she  already  sees  the  value 
of  what  she’s  accomplished. 

“This  has  been  one  of  the  most  satisfying 
periods  of  my  life,”  says  Ruth.  “When  1 see 
AJA  50+  and  the  needs  that  it  meets,  and 
has  met,  I’m  absolutely  thrilled.” 

For  more  information  about  AJA  50+, 
call  6 13-798-98 18,  ext.  309. 

Benita  Siemiatycki  of  the  Jewish  Ottawa 
InfoCentre  profiles  community  volunteers 
in  the  Bulletin.  Many  organizations  are  in 
desperate  need  of  volunteers.  Call  the  Info- 
Centre  at  613-798-4644 for  information. 


Ellenson:  Jewish  guilt  translates  into  ‘something  powerful’ 


Featured  speaker  Ruth  Andrew  Ellenson  with  the  Choices  committee  (from  left  to  right):  Debbie  Weiss, 
Sarah  Silverstein,  Laila  Wex,  Jennifer  Kardash  (event  chair),  Ellenson,  Linda  Melamed,  Lenora 
Zelikovitz  and  Adrienne  Shabsove.  (Photo:  Peter  Waiser) 


By  Diane  Koven 

In  a hall  packed  with  Jewish 
women,  there  was  bound  to  be 
plenty  of  guilt  to  go  around. 
According  to  guest  speaker  Ruth 
Andrew  Ellenson,  the  reasons 
Jewish  women  feel  guilty  are  as 
diverse  as  the  women  themselves. 

Speaking  October  30  at  Agudath 
Israel  Congregation  at  the  Women’s 
Campaign  of  the  Jewish  Federation 
of  Ottawa’s  Choices  event,  Ellenson 
revealed  a few  of  the  stories  told  to 
her  by  friends,  leading  to  her 
decision  to  compile  them  into  an 
anthology.  The  Modern  Jewish 
Girl's  Guide  to  Guilt , a collection  of 
28  stories  on  the  theme. 

Despite  the  success  of  the  book, 
both  in  sales  and  in  receipt  of 
awards,  Ellenson  said  it  just  wasn’t 
enough. 

“You  can  win  a National  Jewish 
Book  Award  and,  to  your  parents, 
it’s  still  not  a grandchild.  This  is  the 
guilt  I live  with,”  she  said. 

Ellenson  introduced  her  own 
story  of  Jewish  guilt  by  describing 
her  background.  Though  her  father 
and  step-mother  are  both  Reform 
rabbis  in  the  United  States,  her 
mother  is  a convert  to  Judaism, 


which  means  that  Ellenson’s 
maternal  relatives  are  not  Jewish. 
Bom  in  Jerusalem  and  educated  in 
the  United  States,  she  had  a very 
strong  Jewish  education  and 
upbringing.  The  dilemma  came, 
however,  when  she  spent  her 
summers  visiting  her  grandmother 
in  Lynch  Station,  Virginia. 

The  guilt  Ellenson  felt  while 


attending  church  with  her 
grandmother,  all  the  while  being 
acutely  aware  that,  as  an  observant 
Jew,  she  should  not  be  there,  was 
partially  assuaged  by  her  decision 
to  recite  the  Sh'ma  quietly,  under 
her  breath.  While  sharing  this 
experience  with  a friend,  she  was 
surprised  to  learn  that  her  friend  had 
her  own  guilty  dilemma. 


“Then  I started  talking  to  another 
friend  of  mine,  Rebecca  Walker,  the 
daughter  of  Alice  Walker,  who  had 
written  a book  called  Black,  White 
and  Jewish.  Walker’s  father  is  white 
and  Jewish,  and  to  add  to  the  mix, 
she  and  her  husband  are  both  "black 
Buddhists  in  Brooklyn." 

One  by  one,  Ellenson  collected 
her  stories. 


“The  idea  of  who  we  should  be, 
and  the  reality  of  who  we  were, 
were  in  conflict,”  she  said. 

Of  course,  said  Ellenson,  “no 
look  at  Jewish  guilt  would  have 
been  complete  without  a look  at 
Jewish  mothers.” 

She  described  one  of  the  stories 
in  the  book  about  a mother  who 
tried  to  outwit  the  call  display 
feature  on  her  daughter’s  telephone 
because  she  felt  her  daughter  was 
avoiding  her  calls. 

She  also  mentioned  the 
infamous  Monica  Lewinsky. 

“There  was  a dual  pride  and 
revulsion  in  the  fact  that  this  zaftig 
Jewish  girl  could  seduce  the 
president,  versus  the  fear  that  the 
Jews  would  be  blamed  for  bringing 
down  the  presidency  [of  the  United 
States]. 

“While  focusing  on  guilt  in  the 
abstract,”  said  Ellenson,  “the  book 
is  really  a modem  Jewish  woman’s 
guide  to  loving  yourself.  The  guilt 
translates  into  something  very 
powerful.  1 hope  that  you  can  walk 
away  from  this  not  feeling  guilt,  but 
focusing  on  your  love  and  the 
connection  you  feel  to  one  another 
and  your  community.” 


Ottawa 

Jewish 
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This  Chanukah, 
give  a gift 
that  illuminates 
someone’s  life. 

Send  a loved  one 
or  a friend 

a reduced-rate  one-year 
gift  subscription* 
to  the 

Ottawa  Jewish  Bulletin 

' 

19  issues  of  enlightenment 
about  Ottawa’s  Jewish  community 

Local:  $25  (reg.  $30) 
Out-of-town:  $31  (reg.  $36) 


A letter  will  be  sent 

ipient' 


. 


Vjftk? 


your  gift. 


Call  Rhoda  Saslove-Miller 
613-798-4696,  ext.  256. 

We  take  VISA  or  MasterCard 
Special  gift  rates  valid  until  January  16,  2009 
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The  Romspen  Mortgage  Fund. 

There's  never  been  a better  time. 


We  Are  What  The  Stock  Market  Isn't 

Predictable.  Stable.  And  a world  away  from  volatile.  The  Romspen 
Mortgage  Investment  Fund  (RMIF  or  the  Fund)  prides  Itself  on  its  disciplined 
investment  strategy  and  impressive  results.  That's  precisely  what  has  made 
the  Fund  a good  investment  choice  - particularly  in  these  turbulent 
economic  times.  Because  we  are  risk  averse,  we've  made  a point  of 
investing  only  in  qualified  Canadian  commercial  first  mortgages  - no 
stocks,  no  bonds,  no  mutual  funds  or  REITS  - and  this  strategy  is  proving 
particularly  effective  in  today's  investment  landscape.  And  unlike  other 
investment  vehicles,  the  value  of  units  in  the  Fund  has  never  fluctuated: 
it  has  remained  at  $10,  regardless  of  stock  market  performance. 


9.74%  10.14°/o 

Since  its  inception,  the  Fund  has 
consistently  offered  investors 
enviable  returns.  Consider  the 
numbers:  The  RMIF  has  yielded  an 
average  annual  net  return  of  9.74% 
since  inception,  and  an  impressive 
10.14%  when  the  monthly  interest 
is  reinvested  through  the  automatic 
unit  reinvestment  program. 


Performance 


Performance 

Jan.  t - Sept,  30.  2008  (9  months) 


■ Romspen  Mortgage 
Investment  Fund 

■ Conventional  Mortgages 

□ Long  Bonds 
091  Day  T-Bills 

■ Common  Stocks  (TSX) 

□ Common  Stocks  (TSX) 
to  October  27 


Source.  Bank  of  Canada.  Statistics  Canada. 
Romspen  Analysis 


RRSP8RRIF 

The  Fund  was  established  to  provide 
investors  with  a predictable 
income  stream  while  protecting 
their  investment  from  market 
fluctuations.  Since  contributions  are 
also  RRSP  and  RRIF  eligible,  the 
RMIF  is  a tax-effective  investment 
whether  you  are  planning  ahead 
or  now  enjoying  retirement. 


V >' 


Monthly  Income 

The  income  the  Fund  earns  is 
distributed  to  investors  every  month, 
making  it  an  attractive  investment 
for  current  and  future  retirees  who 
require  a regular  income  stream. 
Investors  can  choose  to  have  the 
income  either  deposited  directly 
into  their  bank  account  or 
reinvested  through  our  automatic 
unit  reinvestment  program. 


Meet  the  principals  of 
Romspen  Investment 
Corporation,  the  Fund 
manager:  (from  left  to 
right)  Arthur  Resnick, 
Mark  Hilson,  Sheldon 
Esbin,  Wesley  Roitman 
and  Blake  Cassidy. 

As  the  largest  investor 
in  the  Fund,  they  have 
a committed  and  vested 
interest  in  its  success. 


Experience 
That  Matters 

The  Fund  is  managed  by  Romspen 
Investment  Corporation  (RIC). 
The  founding  principals  of  RIC 
have  been  administering  mortgages 
on  behalf  of  investors  for  over 
35  years.  With  such  extensive 
management  expertise,  it  isn't 
surprising  that  the  RMIF  has  never 
experienced  a losing  month. 


Learn  More 

Visit  our  website  where  you'll 
learn  more  about  the  Romspen 
Mortgage  Investment  Fund, 
how  it  operates  and  how 
you  can  become  an  investor. 
You  can  also  call  us 
at  1-800-494-0389 
and  we  ll  mail  a complete 
package  to  you. 


ROMSPEN 


mortgage  investment  fund 


162  Cumberland  Street,  Suite  300 
Toronto,  Ontario  M5R  3N5 

Toll  Free:  1.800.494.0389 
www.romspenfund.com 
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Fears  of  another  Durban  at  2009  Geneva  conference 


By  Michael  J.  Jordan 

(JTA)  - The  run-up  to  a major  United  Na- 
tions (UN)  anti-racism  conference  planned 
for  April  appears  to  be  mimicking  the  2001 
Durban  gathering  that  notoriously  singled  out 
Israel  with  the  most  incendiary  language  in 
the  human-rights  lexicon. 

At  a preparatory  meeting  last  month  in 
Geneva,  the  ‘Asian  Group,’  reintroduced  lan- 
guage drawn  from  2001  pressing  for  dny  final 
document  to  pronounce  the  Jewish  state 
guilty  of  “a  new  kind  of  apartheid,  a crime- 
against  humanity,  a form  of  genocide”  and 
“acts  of  racism.”  The  group’s  Middle  Eastern 
member-states  bar  Israel  from  joining. 

Recent  developments  also  brought  re- 
newed concern  of  a repeat  of  the  anti-Jewish 
intimidation  that  marked  the  South  African 
event  seven  years  ago.  Jewish  activists  fear 
that,  despite  platitudes  to  the  contrary,  the  fol- 
low-up to  the  first  anti-racism  conference  will 
unfairly  target  Israel. 

The  2009  World  Conference  Against 
Racism,  slated  to  take  place  in  Geneva,  is 
billed  as  the  most  important  such  gathering  in 
years  and  one  that  advocates  say  must  send  a 
tough  message  to  human-rights  abusers. 

Concerned  about  the  direction  the  2009 
conference  was  headed,  Israel  and  Canada 
have  already  vowed  not  to  participate. 

Many  observers  were  looking  to  the  Euro- 
pean Union,  which  in  September  reiterated 
the  “red  lines”  to  avoid  repetition  of  Durban 
2001:  no  singling  out  of  any  state;  no  hierar- 
chy of  victims;  and  no  outlawing  of  defama- 
tion of  religions,  which  many  see  as  infring- 
ing on  free  speech. 

But  after  the  preparatory  conference,  “the 
red  lines  aren’t  breached,  they’re  shattered,” 
said  Hillel  Neuer,  executive  director  of  UN 
Watch,  a Geneva-based  group  affiliated  with 
the  American  Jewish  Committee. 

While  some  defenders  of  Israel  tend  to 
dismiss  the  world  body  as  hopelessly  biased 
against  the  Jewish  state,  conferences  such  as 
the  April  2009  meeting  produce  nonbinding 


documents  that,  when  cited  and  repeated 
often,  can  become  building  blocks  for  inter- 
national law.  At  the  very  least,  they  fuel  anti- 
Israel  propaganda  that  shapes  the  opinion  of 
millions  worldwide. 

That  explains  why  events  at  Geneva  last 
month  sparked  alarm. 

Beyond  the  inflammatory  text,  dozens  of 
nongovernmental  organizations  hostile  to  Is- 
rael unveiled  their  campaign  for  another 
NGO  forum  to  coincide  with  the  official 
diplomatic  gathering. 

It  was  the  2001  NGO  forum  in  Durban  that 
enshrined  the  most  extreme  anti-Israel  lan- 
guage in  its  final  document.  It  also  launched 
the  global  boycott  and  divestment  campaign 
that  likened  Israel  to  apartheid  South  Africa 
and  is  pursued  today  by  many  pro-Palestinian 
groups. 

After  the  Israeli  and  U.S.  delegations 
walked  out  in  Durban,  then-UN  high  com- 
missioner for  human  rights  Mary  Robinson 
found  the  wording  so  excessive  she  declined 
to  forward  the  text  to  government  representa- 
tives to  absorb  into  their  own  document. 

By  comparison,  the  official  state-spon- 
sored final  declaration  was  far  tamer  and 
more  balanced  in  addressing  the  Israeli-Pales- 
tinian  conflict. 

The  new  high  commissioner,  Navanethem 
Pillay,  opened  the  Geneva  meeting  last  month 
by  condemning  “the  virulent  anti-Semitic  be- 
haviour” of  some  anti-Israel  groups  at  Dur- 
ban, but  not  the  NGO  document  itself. 

Pillay  went  on  to  acknowledge  that  “this 
review  process  is  burdened,  understandably, 
with  a fear  that  incidents  expressing  hatred 
and  intolerance  will  be  repeated.  It  would  be 
tragic  to  allow  this  fear  to  compromise  our  ef- 
forts to  find  common  ground.” 

Yet  with  Libya  chairing  the  process,  and 
Iran,  Cuba  and  Pakistan  serving  as  vice- 
chairs, Jewish  observers  say  it  has  become 
clear  the  Islamic  bloc  and  its  allies  have 
widened  the  crosshairs  to  target  the  West  it- 
self. High  on  the  agenda  is  Islamophobia,  de- 
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. featuring  the  amazing  Ice  Palace  arena! 


Now  Hiring  for  2009,  our  69th  summer 

Waterfront:  Swim  director  & instructors,  plus  waterski, 
kayak,  windsurf,  canoe,  sail 

Landsports:  In-line  skatepark,  ice  hockey,  tennis, 

rock-wall  climbing,  archery,  soccer,  football, 
baseball,  aerobics 

Creative:  Jazz  dance  show  choreographer,  pottery, 

arts  & crafts,  electric  guitar 

Email  camp@mishmar.com 
or  download  application  at  www.mishmar.com 
toll-free  866-481-1875 


nunciation  of  post-9/11  profiling  of  possible 
terrorists  as  inherently  racist,  and  steps  to  ban 
defamation  of  religions  like  Islam. 

Last  spring,  at  another  preparatory  confer- 
ence in  Geneva,  Israel’s  most  strident  critics 
were  somewhat  subdued.  Some  Jewish  ob- 
servers described  them  as  on  their  “best  be- 
haviour,” facing  the  real  possibility  that  the 
Durban  II  process  might  disintegrate  entirely. 

Now,  however,  they  are  “laying  their  cards 
on  the  table,”  said  human  rights  activist  Anne 
Bayefsky,  a professor  at  York  University  in 
Toronto  and  an  adjunct  professor  at  Touro 
College  in  New  York. 

“They  attempted  to  cover  up  their  real  in- 
tentions, blit  we’re  only  six  months  away 
from  the  conference,  so  they  had  to  come  out 
of  the  closet,”  said  Bayefsky,  a regular  at- 
tendee of  preparatory  meetings. 

During  the  spring  sessions,  the  talk  was  to 
skip  an  NGO  forum  and  instead  fold  NGO 
participation  into  the  governmental  gathering, 
with  each  group  entitled  to  three  to  five  min- 
utes per  day  to  speak.  In  Geneva  last  month, 
however,  a coalition  of  UN-accredited  NGOs 
mobilized  to  push  for  a parallel  meeting  of 
their  own. 

To  date,  the  Office  of  the  High  Commis- 
sioner for  Human  Rights  has  received  no  of- 
ficial request,  spokesman  Rupert  Colville  told 
JTA. 

“Whether  or  not  there  is  an  NGO  forum 
depends  essentially  on  the  NGO  communi- 
ty,” he  said.  “It  is  up  to  them  to  decide.” 


Whether  it  would  carry  the  imprimatur  of 
the  UN  is  another  question. 

“Between  now  and  April,  there  will  be 
constant  struggle  because  the  extremists  who 
want  to  maximize  the  attacks  on  Israel  see  the 
NGOs  as  their  primary  vehicle,”  said  Gerald 
Steinberg  of  the  Jerusalem-based  NGO  Mon- 
itor. In  the  court  of  public  opinion,  Steinberg 
said,  “NGOs  have  the  facade  as  being  above 
politics,  representing  universal  morality  and 
human  rights  principles." 

Meanwhile,  the  Simon  Wiesenthal  Center 
has  sent  a letter  to  the  mayor  of  Geneva  in  re- 
sponse to  reports  that  the  local  Green  Party 
had  requested  that  the  city  host  the  NGO 
Forum.  In  imploring  city  officials  to  deny  “a- 
replica  of  the  Durban  hate-fest,”  the  centre 
also  called  on  the  city  to  “provide  all  Jewish 
institutions  in  Geneva  with  adequate  protec- 
tion during  the  April  event.” 

While  it’s  unclear  whether  the  new  U.S. 
administration  will  attend  or  boycott  the 
event,  some  Jewish  groups  are  grappling  with 
the  question,  too. 

“We  think  it  is  vital  that  Jewish  organiza- 
tions be  on  the  front  line  in  defending  Jewish 
interests,  including  Israel,"  said  Sybil 
Sanchez,  the  director  of  B’nai  B’rith  Interna- 
tional’s office  of  UN  affairs.  “However,  we 
are  concerned  that  a point  may  come  where 
the  deck  is  so  stacked  against  us  that  we 
would  have  to  reconsider  this  approach.  That 
moment  has  not  arrived,  and  we  are  doing  all 
we  can  to  prevent  it  from  arriving.” 


■ Carleton 

UNIVERSITY 
Canada's  Capital  University 

• 

Max  and  Tessie  Zelikovitz 
Centre  for  Jewish  Studies 

The  Zelikovitz  Centre  and  the  Soloway  Jewish  Community  Centre 
present  the  Ottawa  premiere  of  the  critically-acclaimed  film: 

Match  & Marry 

A Documentary  directed  by  Suzannah  Warlick 

A fresh  look  into  the  ancient  tradition  of  matchmaking 
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rthe  book  is  available  for  purchase  in 

advance  at  the  Vered  Israel  Cultural  and 
Educational  Programs  Centre 


For  more  information  please  e-mail  pnamer  ajccottawa.com  or  call  613-798-9818  ext.  243 
EVERYONE  IS  WELCOME 


A Pulitzer  Prize-Winning  journalist 
examines  the  genesis  of  one  of  the 
greatest  political  struggles  of  our  time. 
Searching  for  the  origins  of  the 
Arab-lsraeli  conflict,  historians  for 
years  focused  on  the  British  Mandate 
period  (1920  - 1948). 

Amy  Dockser  Marcus;  however, 
demonstrates  that  the  bloody  struggle 
for  power  actually  started  much  earlier, 
while  Jerusalem  was  still  part  of  the 
Ottoman  Empire  when  the  rise  of 
Zionism  and  Arab  nationalism  laid  the 
groundwork  for  the  battles  that  would 
continue  to  rage  nearly  a century  later. 


■i 


’* 


THE  BEN  KARP  SOLOWAY  JCC  VOLUNTEER  SERVICE  AWARD: 

Presented  by  the  Ben  Karp  Family  and  the  Soloway  JCC  who  best  exemplifies 
communal  concern,  and  sets  an  ongoing  example  for  others. 

Their  true  benevolence  endures  forever. 

GROSSMAN-KLEIN  TEEN  LEADERSHIP  AWARD: 

Presented  by  the  Grossman-Klein  Family  and  the  Soloway  JCC 
to  one  male  and  one  female  youth  who  have  shown  outstanding  dedication 
and  service  to  the  Jewish  Community  throughout  their  teenage  years. 

Nominations  must  be  submitted  to  the  selection  committee  by 
Wednesday,  January  14, 2009  and  should  include  a resume  of  the  nominee's 
involvement  with  the  Soloway  JCC  and  the  Jewish  Community. 

Address  nominations  to  the  Soloway  JCC  Ben  Karp  Award  Selection  Committee 
or  the  Grossman-Klein  Family  Youth  Award  - Selection  Committee,  21  Nadolny 
Sachs  Private.  Ottawa.  Ontario  K2A 1R9, 

Attention;  Jodie  Gencher  - Executive  Assistant,  jgencher@Jccottawa.com. 


Awards  will  be  presented  at  the 
Soloway  JCC  Annual  Meetlnq 
and  Awards  Night 
Wednesday,  February  25,  2009 
at  the  Soloway  JCC. 




A fresh  look  into  the  ancient  tradition  of  matchmaking 

Match  & Marry 

A documentary  directed  by  Suzannah  Warlick 


Match  & Marry  offers  a fresh  look  into  the  tradition  of  matchmaking 
that  dates  back  thousands  of  years.  The  arduous  task  of  matchmak- 
ing is  explored  and  integrated  into  modern  times.  The  philosophy  of  | 
marriage  and  the  roles  of  men  and  women  within  the  Orthodox 
Jewish  marriage  is  also  explored.  Filmed  mainly  in  Brooklyn  and 
Manhattan,  the  documentary  features  tales,  anecdotes,  and  surprises 
of  matchmaking,  dating,  and  marriage  in  the  Orthodox  Jewish  com-  . 
munity.  Although  focusing  on  the  Jewish  culture,  the  messages  are 
universal.  Sure  to  be  an  enjoyable,  entertaining,  and  educational 
experience.  •• 


Monday,  December  1,  2008  • 7:00  pm 
Soloway  JCC  • 21  Nadolny  Sachs  Private 


THE  SCREENING  IS  FREE  AND  OPEN  TO  THE  PUBLIC. 

For  more  information,  please  contact  Roslyn  Brozovsky  Wollock  at 
rwollowck@jccottawa.com  or  (613)  798-9818  ext.  254 
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SDIDWftY  ICC  SUNDAY  AFTERNOON  SKI 

—SNOW  BBABDINB  BIBB  MM 


at  Mont  Cascades 

January  18  - February  22,  2009 

AGES  7 -16 


TRANSPORTATION  AND  LIFTS 

Members  $205  / Non-Members  $236 

TRANSPORTATION,  LIFTS  AND  LESSONS 

Members  $281  / non-members  $323 

Rentals  $120.00 

Bus  departs  12.45  pm  from  the  Soloway  JCC 
Bus  Returns  4.45  pm  to  the  Soloway  JCC 


Minimum  20  participants  required 


For  more  information  please  call  Jon  Braun  at  613-798-9818  ext.  267  or  jbraun@jccottawa.com 


BASKETBALL  CAMP  • DEC.  22,  23  • 9 AM  - 3.45  PM 
(PRE  - CAMP  AND  AFTER  CAMP  CARE  FREE  ) 

WORK  ON  YOUR  GAME  DURING  THE  HOLIDAY  BREAK  WITH 
FORMER  OTTAWA  U CAPTAIN  AND  ALL  STAR  CARLOS  BROWN. 
DAILY  SWIM  INCLUDED  • S35M  / $45NM  (EACH  DAY) 

SPORTS  CAMP  • DEC.  29,30,31  -9AM-  3.45  PM 
SWIMMING,  BALL  HOCKEY,  SOCCER,  BADMINTON,  BASKET- 
BALL, DODGE  BALL  IN  THE  MORNING,  BOWLING,  SKATING, 
WAVE  POOLS,  SILVER  CITY  IN  THE  AFTERNOON  ! 

WE'LL  BE  HAVING  A BLAST  • $45M  / $55NM  (EACH  DAY) 


SUPERSITTERS 


Vacation  time  is  a tun  time,  and  that  is  exactly  what  this 
camp  offers.  Enjoy  indoor  and  out  door  activities,  games, 
crafts,  science,  videos,  swimming,  field  trips,  and  more. 
Please  send  a nut  free  and  pareve  lunch. 


Monday  Dec.  22 
Tuesday  Dec.  23 
Wednesday  Dec.  24 
Monday  Dec.  29 
Tuesday  Dec.  30 
Wednesday  Dec.  31 
Friday  Jan.  2 


8:30  am  to  4:00  pm  (after-care  available) 
8:30  am  to  4:00  pm  (after-care  available) 
8:30  am  to  4:00  pm  (no  after-care) 

8:30  am  to  4:00  pm  (after-care  available) 
8:30  am  to  4:00  pm  (after-care  available) 
8:30  am  to  4:00  pm  (no  after-care) 

8:30  am  to  3:00  pm  (no  after-care) 


Kindergarten  - Grade  6 


$35  M/day  $50NM/day 
$30  M/day  (additional  child) 
$45  NM/day  (additional  child) 


This  class  Is  offered  in  conjunction  with  St.  Johns  Ambulance  and  serves  to  prepare  future  baby  sitters  for  the  challenges  of  looklnq  after  children. 
The  material  covered  includes  safety,  conflict  resolution,  and  emergency  procedures.  Participants  will  be  expected  to  participate  In  both  theory  and 
practical  elements  and  successfully  complete  a final  test  covering  both  areas  to  receive  their  certificate. 

Monday  December  29  • 9:00am  - 4:00pm  • $65  M / $85  NM  • Ages  11  + • Instructor:  St.  Johns  Ambulance  (minimum  of  10  participants  needed  per  class) 
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Israeli  circumcision  experience  helps  fights  AIDS 


Operation  Abraham  surgeon  Dr.  Moshe  Westreich  trains  a local  surgeon  in  Swaziland  in  adult  male  circumcision 
methods  while  the  patient  reads  a leaflet  on  preventing  HIV/AIDS.  (Photo:  Jerusalem  AIDS  Project) 


By  Dina  Kraft 

TEL  AVIV  (JTA)  - In  a 
clinic  in  the  hills  of  Swazi- 
land’s capital,  Israeli  doctors 
have  been  training  their 
counterparts  in  male  circum- 
cision, hoping  expertise  in 
the  ancient  technique  will 
help  in  the  battle  against  the 
modem  scourge  of  AIDS. 

The  United  Nations  an- 
nounced last  year  that  the 
procedure  could  reduce  the 
rate  of  HIV  transmission  by 
up  to  60  per  cent.  It  was  in 
Israel,  with  its  experience 
performing  adult  male  cir- 
cumcision on  a wide  scale, 
that  the  international  med- 
ical community  found  an  un- 
likely partner  in  the  global 
fight  against  AIDS. 

“Israeli  medicine  and 
public  health  are  positioned 
as  a real  asset  in  African 
countries,”  said  Dr.  Inon 
Schenker,  a director  of  Op- 
eration Abraham,  the  con- 
sortium that  sent  the  doctors 
to  Swaziland  and  plans  to 
send  more  training  teams  to 
Africa. 

“They  recognize  the  ex- 
pertise and  experience 
gained  in  Israel  over  the  past 
decade,  where  close  to 
100,000  male  circumcisions 
have  been  conducted.” 

Israel’s  accidental  exper- 
tise in  conducting  large- 
scale  numbers  of  male  cir- 
cumcisions came  with  the 
mass  wave  of  immigration 
from  the  former  Soviet 
Union,  which  brought  with  it 
a dramatic  rise  in  men  re- 


questing the  procedure. 

To  meet  the  demand,  Is- 
raeli hospitals  set  up  special 
circumcision  clinics  in  five 
hospitals  throughout  the 
country.  In  turn,  Israeli  doc- 
tors gained  unique  experi- 
ence in  performing  a high 
number  of  procedures  effi- 
ciently. 

It’s  a model  organizations 
such  as  the  World  Health  Or- 
ganization and  the  United 
Nations  would  like  to  see 
replicated  in  Africa  as  a tool 


for  combating  the  spread  of 
HIV. 

Answering  the  call  has 
been  Operation  Abraham,  a 
team  of  Israeli  doctors  and 
AIDS  educators  - Jews, 
Muslims  and  Christians  - 
who  this  year  made  three 
training  trips  to  Swaziland  in 
what  is  considered  a pilot 
program  that  they  hope  is 
just  the  start  of  their  work. 

The  organization  has  had 
requests  to  do  a similar 
training  program  in  Uganda, 


Lesotho,  Namibia,  Kenya 
and  South  Africa. 

Their  work  is  sponsored 
by  the  Jerusalem  AIDS  pro- 
ject and  the  Hadassah  Med- 
ical Center,  and  they  hope  to 
recruit  surgeons  from 
abroad. 

Dr.  Eitan  Gross,  a pedi- 
atric surgeon  at  the  Hadas- 
sah Hospital  in  Ein  Kerem, 
who  was  in  Swaziland  and  is 
the  medical  director  of  Op- 
eration Abraham,  said  he 
was  surprised  initially  to 
hear  that  surgery  could  play 
a role  in  preventing  the 
spread  of  AIDS. 

Research  has  shown  that 
male  circumcision  reduces 
the  chance  of  HIV  infection. 
Experts  say  the  scientific  ev- 
idence has  shown  that  spe- 
cific cells  on  the  penis  fore- 
skin appear  to  be  targeted  by 
the  virus.  It  also  has  been 
found  that  the  non-removed 
foreskin  can  trap  the  virus 
on  the  skin,  making  infec- 
tion more  likely. 

Gross  said  he  was  moved 
by  his  time  in  Swaziland, 
which  has  one  of  the  highest 
rates  of  HIV  infection  in  the 
world,  and  where  the  aver- 
age life  expectancy  has 
plummeted  to  just  3 1 years. 

“People  came  of  their 
own  free  will,”  he  said. 
“There  was  no  publicity  to 


draw  them  in  out  of  fears 
that  we’d  be  overwhelmed 
by  a massive  number  of 
clients.  When  we  spoke  to 
the  men  who  came,  many  of 
them  in  their  20s  and  30s, 
they  told  us  about  living 
amid  the  epidemic  and  what 
it’s  like  to  see  so  many  peo- 
ple die.” 

Although  nearly  30  per 
cent  of  the  world’s  men  are 
circumcised,  the  practice  is 
quite  rare  in  many  southern 
African  countries  where 
AIDS  has  become  a pan- 
demic. 

Dr.  Jamal  Garah,  an  Is- 
raeli Arab  pediatrician,  was 
among  the  Israeli  doctors  in 
Swaziland.  He  has  experi- 
ence in  performing  male  cir- 
cumcisions, usually  on  ba- 
bies or  young  children  in  Is- 
rael’s Muslim  community. 

“It’s  fitting  that  our  pro- 
ject is  named  after  Abra- 
ham,” he  said.  “It  symbol- 
izes a measure  of  unity  to 
give  the  message  to  other 
people  that  we  can  work  to- 
gether.” 

Officials  from  the  World 
Health  Organization  trav- 
eled to  Jerusalem  in  2006  to 
gather  information  on  Is- 
rael’s expertise  in  the  field. 

“The  circumstances  in 
which  adult  male  circumci- 
sion are  done  in  some  insti- 
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Proud  member  of  the  Jewish  Community 


in  Africa 

tutions  in  Israel  are  general- 
ly of  a high  standard  with 
few  complications,”  said  Dr. 
Tim  Hargreave,  a leading 
British  urological  surgeon 
and  technical  advisor  to  the 
World  Health  Organization, 
explaining  the  organiza- 
tion’s interest  in  Israel’s  ex- 
perience. 

Drawing  in  part  on  Israeli 
methodology,  Hargreave 
helped  author  the  World 
Health  Organization  manual 
on  male  circumcision  that 
along  with  a teaching 
course,  is  now  being  used  as 
part  of  government  male  cir- 
cumcision programs  in  sev- 
eral countries  in  Africa. 

Dr.  Kiron  Koshy  was  one 
of  the  doctors  working  in 
Swaziland  trained  by  the  Is- 
raeli team.  He  now  conducts 
as  many  as  15  male  circum- 
cisions per  week  at  the 
Catholic  mission  hospital 
where  he  works  near  the 
Mozambique  border  - more 
than  twice  the  rate  he  was 
performing  previously. 

“I  have  now  learned  the 
technique  and  I can  work 
faster,”  Koshy  told  JTA  in  a 
phone  interview  from 
Swaziland.  “There  are  a lot 
of  people  coming  in  for  the 
operation,  and  I think  the 
numbers  are  only  going  to 
increase.” 

Meanwhile  in  San  Fran- 
cisco, Don  Abramson,  a for- 
mer chairman  of  American 
Jewish  World  Service  who 
has  been  advocating  for  the 
project,  said  he  hopes  it  will 
help  galvanize  Diaspora 
Jewry  to  fight  one  of  the 
world’s  biggest  problems. 

One  of  his  ideas  is  to  en- 
courage Jews  around  the 
world  to  donate  money  to 
Operation  Abraham  when- 
ever they  attend  a bris. 

“My  message  to  Jewish 
families  is  that  a bris  affirms 
the  Divine  covenant  rela- 
tionship with  the  child,  but 
also  demonstrates  that  their 
friends  and  family  who  care 
about  the  child  celebrate  that 
the  child  is  healthy  enough 
to  have  a bris,”  Abramson 
said.  “A  contribution  to  Pro- 
ject Abraham  demonstrates  a 
desire  for  others  to  be  alive 
and  healthy  as  well  and 
could  be  a life-saving  act.” 

More  information  about 
Operation  Abraham  is  avail- 
able at  operation-ab.org. 
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Nick  and  Norah  and  Tikkun  Olam 


Spoiler  alert!  There's  an  insightful  exchange  in  the  recent 
hit  film,  Nick  & Norah 's  Infinite  Playlist,  where  Norah,  a 
Jewish  high  school  senior,  explains  to  her  love  interest, 
Nick,  the  meaning  of  the  Hebrew  phrase  Tikkun  Olam  (re- 
pairing of  the  world).  Nick  replies  that  perhaps  the  concept 
speaks  to  the  idea  of  the  world  becoming  a better  place  when 
two  lovers  find  each  other. 

Hollywood  treatments  of  Jewish  life  have  certainly 
evolved  from  the  chopped  liver  sculpture  decapitation  scene 
in  the  1969  film,  Goodbye  Columbus,  to  such  creative  ant) 
intelligent  parsing  of  Talmudic  phrases.  But  there  is  another 
lesson  to  be  gleaned  from  the  Tikkun  Olam  scene  in  this 
charmingly  off-beat,  coming-of-age  film  set  during  a single 
New  York  night.  That  is,  social  action  and  social  justice  can 
only  take  place  if  we  internalize  the  humanity  of  the  other. 
Like  romantic  partners  coming  together,  fixing  the  world’s 
ills  - poverty,  disease,  racial  injustice,  human  trafficking, 
etc.  - will,  arguably,  never  happen  unless  we  examine  how 
we  think  and  talk  about  those  who  differ  from  us. 

Social  psychologists  have  long  studied  the  dynamics  of 
identity  between  groups,  and  how  individuals  view  their 
sense  of  self  in  contrast  to  others.  Being  a woman  gives  rise 
to  gender  identity  only  insofar  as  a woman  is  aware  of  the 
existence  of  men;  being  white  is  only  meaningful  insofar  as 
one  is  aware  of  blacks,  Asians,  etc.  In  the  political  realm, 
some  observers  have  taken  this  to  mean  that  conflict  is  in- 
evitable, while  others  are  more  optimistic  about  the  possibil- 
ity of  shared  identity  across  social  categories. 

So  while  it  is  inevitable  that  human  identity  will,  in  part, 
reflect  a natural  sense  of  otherness,  as  a society  we  can  de- 
cide what  we  will  make  of  that  other.  The  discourse  sur- 
rounding the  U.S.  elections  exemplifies  the  alarming  lack  of 
humanity  that  public  discourse  can  lapse  into.  This  is  all  the 
more  disturbing  in  a democracy  where  all  citizens  are  sup- 
posed to  have  the  same  formal  rights,  including  the  right  to 
run  for  public  office  (although  standards  are  more  particular 
for  U.S.  presidential  candidates,  including  having  to  be  a 
natural  bom  citizen). 

As  the  media  reported  during  the  campaign,  by  attempt- 
ing to  discredit  Senator  Barack  Obama’s  legitimacy  as  a po- 
tential president,  many  ac- 
cused him  of  being  a Mus- 
lim. Other  brave  individuals, 
such  as  retired  U.S.  general 
Colin  Powell,  a former  sec- 
retary of  state,  responded  by 
stating  that  Obama  is  a 
Christian,  not  a Muslim,  but 
added,  “The  really  right  an- 
swer is:  What  if  he  is?” 

The  implication  of  these 
charges,  of  course,  is  that 
one  religion  is  more  Ameri- 
can than  another,  and  that 
Muslims  do  not  really  be- 
long within  the  body  politic 
of  the  United  States.  This  is 
an  insidious  view,  one  that  is 
not  only  morally  repugnant, 
but  can  only  serve  to  raise 
the  level  of  intergroup  ten- 
sions on  a global  scale. 

We  live  in  an  increasing- 
ly globalized  world  where 
we  often  bump  up  against 
each  other.  Physically,  in 
crowded  cities;  economical- 
ly, through  trade;  and  social- 
ly and  intellectually,  through 
the  marketplace  of  ideas. 

Fifteen  years  ago,  Samuel 
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Huntington  hypothesized  about  a “clash  of  civilizations”  oc- 
curring at  the  global  level.  The  events  surrounding  9/1 1 and 
the  subsequent  wars  in  Iraq  and  Afghanistan  have  led  many 
to  believe  that  this  dynamic,  indeed,  defines  contemporary 
international  life.  But,  in  order  to  improve  the  social,  eco- 
nomic and  political  ills  ailing  the  world,  what  we  need  to  ask 
is  how  we  can  get  past  the  determinations  of  who  belongs, 
and  who  doesn’t,  in  our  estimation  of  who  counts. 

Identity  politics  - attempting  to  delegitimize  others  by 
fixating  on  superficial  differences  from  ourselves  - obscures 
the  ability  to  solve  the  big  problems  requiring  joint  action.  If 
Tikkun  Olam  is  partly  about  bringing  two  people  together, 
maybe  we  can  scale  up  that  idea  to  the  political  level.  We 
will  never  have  enough  political  will  to  address  the  AIDS 
epidemic  in  Africa  until  we  see  those  sufferers  as  being  as 
important  as  SARS  victims  in  Toronto.  Millions  will  contin- 
ue to  perish  in  Darfur  unless  we  have  a view  of  those  geno- 
cide victims  as  deserving  of  life.  Sex  trafficking  will  contin- 
ue until  we  act  on  the  fact  that  women  are  people,  not  ob- 
jects. The  homeless  problem  in  our  own  cities  will  not  im- 
prove unless  we  see  the  humanity  in  the  souls  of  people  liv- 
ing on  our  streets. 

Helping  fix  the  cracks  in  the  structure  of  society  - both 
locally  and  globally  - will  only  happen  by  empathizing  with 
others.  And,  if  that  means  “loving  the  one  you’re  with” 
through  a night  of  band-chasing  in  New  York,  as  Nick  and 
Norah  do,  then  so  much  the  better.  But  while  you’re  gazing 
longingly  at  each  other,  don’t  forget  the  voiceless  people 
falling  by  the  wayside.  They,  too,  need  us  to  look  into  their 
eyes,  no  matter  what  colour. 


Congregation 
Beth  Shalom 

JOIN  US  FOR  OUR  COMMUNITY  WIDE  PROGRAMS 
AT  CONGREGATION  BETH  SHALOM! 

CHINESE  FOOD  BUFFET  NIGHT 
REPTILES  ROCK  - AGES  4 -12 
STREET  SMARTS  PROGRAM-  13  and  over 
(Please  bring  donations  of  clothing) 

SUNDAY.  NOVEMBER  23rd 
PROGRAMS -4  p.m. 

DINNER  - 6 p.m. 

SATURDAY  NIGHT  FEVER 
COME  DANCE  THE  NIGHT  A WA  Y 
WITH  SWING  DYNAMITE 
SATURDAY.  NOVEMBER  29th  - 8 p.m. 

CALL  AMANDA  AT  THE  SYNAGOGUE  OFFICE 
613-789-3501  EXT.  223 


VOLUNTEER 

CORNER 


Volunteer  Corner  is  courtesy  of  the  Jewish  Federation 
of  Ottawa.  All  beneficiary  agencies  are  invited 
to  list  their  volunteer  opportunities. 

Volunteer  Opportunities 

TAMIR 

Tamir  is  need  of  volunteers  to  assist  with  participant  activities,  special 
events  and  clerical  duties.  For  more  information  please  visit  our  website  at 
http://www.tamir.ca/  or  contact  613-725-3519. 

JEWISH  FAMILY  SERVICES 

Can  YOU  make  the  difference ? 

If  so,  contact  Lisa  Bogdonov,  Volunteer  Coordinator 
of  the  Thelma  Steinman  Seniors  Support  Services  unit: 
613-722-2225,  ext.  327  or  Lhogdono\<a)jfsottawa.com. 

• A disabled  woman  who  lives  downtown  needs  help  with  paperwork 
approximately  2-3  times  per  month  for  1-2  hours. 

• An  elderly  woman  who  lives  in  the  Byward  Market  area  needs  a 
friendly  visitor  to  share  coffee  visits,  trips  to  museums,  art  galleries,  etc. 
Weekly,  bi-weekly,  or  monthly. 

• An  elderly  lady  who  likes  crafts  & sewing  would  love  to  meet  some- 
one with  similar  interests  to  help  her  get  out  of  the  house  once  in  a while. 

• A gentleman  who  enjoys  long  walks  and  Torah  study  could  use  an 
occasional  companion.  Campus  area. 

• Transportation:  Drivers  are  always  needed  to  transport  seniors  to 
and  from  medical  appointments,  social  opportunities,  grocery  shopping, 
and  the  like. 

• Kosher  Meals  on  Wheels:  Drivers  who  can  deliver  on  short  notice 
are  always  at  a premium,  Mondays,  Wednesdays  and  Fridays. 

• Friendly  Visiting:  Requests  come  in  constantly  from  family  mem- 
bers needing  a visitor  for  a shut-in.  Weekly,  bi-weekly  or  ad-hoc  opportu- 
nities arc  waiting  to  be  filled  by  someone  with  a little  lime  and  a lot  of  heart. 
Chat  over  coffee,  take  in  a show,  go  bowling  . . . the  opportunities  are  only 
as  limited  as  your  imagination. 

• TeleShalom:  We  are  currently  seeking  volunteers  to  place  weekday 
morning  reassurance  calls  to  isolated  seniors.  Each  call  takes  approximate- 
ly 2-3  minutes  and  can  be  done  from  your  home,  office  or  cell  phone. 

• Presenters:  JFS  hosts  several  monthly  seniors’  luncheon  programs. 
We  are  always  on  the  lookout  for  specialists,  artists,  musicians,  and  others 
who  can  present  for  about  45  minutes  in  exchange  for  a hot  lunch  in  great 
company. 

• Share  Your  Expertise:  From  time  to  time,  we  receive  requests  for 
things  like  filling  out  forms,  putting  up  a Sukkah,  changing  dishes  for 
Passover,  and  the  like.  If  you  have  an  expertise  to  share  with  someone  in 
need,  please  let  us  know. 

• Miriam's  Well:  This  monthly  distribution  program  needs  helpers  to 
pack  and  hand  out  fresh  fruits  and  vegetables  on  the  1st  Monday  of  every 
month. 

Please  Note:  Mileage  incurred  by  volunteers  is  always  reimbursed  by  JFS. 

THE  BESS  AND  MOE  GREENBERG 
FAMILY  HILLEL  LODGE 

• Urgently  seeking  volunteer  cashiers  from  12  to  1 weekdays  in  our 
kosher  dairy  cafe. 

• Interested  in  medicine,  nursing,  therapies,  hospitality?  the  list 
goes  on  and  on.  Come  help  out  at  Hillcl  Lodge! 

• Bingo  anyone?  If  you’re  tree  on  Monday  nights,  join  us! 

• Love  computers?  Teach  our  residents  a great  skill.  Flexible  timing. 
Contact  us! 

• Student  special:  Your  gain  is  our  gain:  Do  your  community  hours 
helping  our  residents!  Daily  or  weekly,  at  a time  that  suits  you!  University 
students  welcome  (please  note:  children  under  the  age  of  14  require  adult 
accompaniment). 

• Special  mitzvah  anyone?  Bnng  a resident  to  Shabbos  services  (Sat- 
urdays at  9:15  am)  and  enjoy  the  fantastic  Oneg  with  friends.  Great  cholcnt' 

• Newly  retired?  Put  llillel  Lodge  volunteering  in  your  plan.  Resi- 
dents welcome  visitors,  program  assistance,  all  kinds  of  options.  Pick  a day. 
a time  of  day.  a type  of  event  - whatever  suits  your  schedule.  Try  it  out  now 

• Thirsty  ? Serve  drinks  to  residents  every  day  at  1 1 :30  am.  A halt  hour 
gets  you  lots  ol  smiles. 

• Free  on  Fridays?  Oneg  Shabbut  every  week  at  10:30  am  and  bingo 
at  2:00  pm  - come  join  us 

• Culture  maven?  Accompany  our  residents  to  museums,  concerts  and 
plays  (Wednesday  and  Thursday  afternoons). 

• Tuesday  special:  Enjoy  \mr'speeitil  events  every'  week  at  2:15  pm. 

• Shopping  experts?  Havqtun  while  accompanying  residents  to  shop- 
ping at  a mall  (Monday  mornings). 

To  inquire  further,  please  call  613-728-3900  ext.  191 
or  email  judithwfodiillel-Itc.com 
Students  welcome  (please  note:  children  under  the  age  of  14 
require  adult  uceompammemi 
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How  Birthright  Israel  forges  Jewish  identity 


Ten  Days  of  Birthright  Israel: 

A Journey  in  Young  Adult  Identity 

By  Leonard  Saxe  & Barry  Chazan 
Brandeis  University  Press,  2008 
(paperback) 

256  pages 

Since  its  creation  in  2000,  Birthright  Israel 
has  sent  more  than  150,000  young  adults  on  a 
free,  10-day  trip  to  Israel.  Its  founders,  phil- 
anthropists Charles  Bronfman  and  Michael 
Steinhardt,  envisioned  a brief  and  powerful 
immersive  experience  in  Israel  that  would 
help  shore  up  Jewish  identity  among  contem- 
porary youth. 

In  demanding  that  the  applicants,  who  are 
required  to  self-identify  as  Jewish  and  be  be- 
tween 1 8 and  26  years  of  age,  have  never  pre- 
viously participated  in  an  organized  trip  to  Is- 
rael, the  program  hopes  to  attract  the  least  af- 
filiated among  young  Jews  - though  certainly 
having  never  been  on  an  ‘organized’  trip  to  Is- 
rael by  the  time  one  is  19  possibly  says  little 
about  actual  communal  affiliation. 

In  Ten  Days  of  Birthright  Israel:  A Jour- 
ney’ in  Young  Adult  Identity,  authors  Leonard 
Saxe  and  Barry  Chazan  make  at  least  three 
central  claims. 

First,  Birthright  represents  a new  way  of 
engaging  in  Jewish  learning.  Unlike  the  ‘Is- 
rael experience’  summer  trips  that  had  been 
offered  since  the  state’s  founding,  and  espe- 
cially after  1 967,  Birthright  offers  a new  way 
of  engaging  Jewish  youth  experientially. 

The  trip  uses  a combination  of  tourism  to 
ancient  and  contemporary  Israeli  sites,  small- 
group  discussions,  extended  interactions  with 
Israeli  youth  (often  soldiers),  meetings  with 
Israeli  politicians,  a Shabbat  experience  and  a 


Book  Review 
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mega-event  bringing  together  thousands  of 
trip-goers  to  hear  keynote  speakers  and  dance 
the  night  away.  Participants  often  describe 
Birthright  as  “amazing,”  a term  that  is  quoted 
frequently  in  the  book,  and  one  that  my  21- 
year-old  cousin,  Dara  Nadel,  a 2006 
Birthright  participant,  used,  adding  that  the 
trip  is  “10  jam-packed  days  of  touring,  learn- 
ing and  partying.” 

The  book  doesn’t  make  clear,  however, 
how  the  summer-long  Israel  trips  that  many 
youth  took  prior  to  Birthright’s  founding  dif- 
fer in  their  pedagogical  goals  and  identity  ef- 
fects. Nor  does  it  offer  data  on  whether  enrol- 
ment in  those  trips  has  been  affected.  The  au- 
thors do  note,  however,  the  opposition  the 
proposal  initially  received.  North  American 
Jewish  federations  wanted  participants  to  pay 
a portion  of  the  trip,  and  some  Israeli  politi- 
cians - notably  on  the  right  - complained  that 
Israel  was  helping  fund  Diaspora  Jewish  ex- 
periences at  the  expense  of  domestic  Israeli 
needs. 

Second,  citing  an  in-depth  study  conduct- 
ed by  the  Cohen  Center  at  Brandeis  Universi- 
ty, the  authors  point  out  that  Birthright  alum- 
ni exhibit  a collection  of  attitudes  more  tight- 
ly linked  to  Jewish  identity  across  a host  of  is- 
sues. Compared  to  applicant  non-participants 
(those  who  felt  connected  enough  to  Judaism 
or  Israel  to  apply  to  Birthright,  but  did  not  ul- 


timately go  on  a trip),  participants  are  more 
likely  to  think  of  Israel  as  a “source  of  pride,” 
less  likely  to  think  of  Israel  as  a “militaristic 
society,”  more  “connected  to  Israel”  and 
more  committed  to  “raising  Jewish  children.” 
The  authors  also  note,  however,  that  these 
presumed  attitudinal  changes  did  not  match 
the  level  of  actual  changes  in  participants’  be- 
haviour following  the  trip. 

Third,  they  argue  that  Birthright  represents 
a “countercultural”  stance.  They  ask,  “Why 
should  a program  that  caters  to  fostering  the 
ethnic  and  religious  identity  of  a particular 
group  be  of  interest  and  be  successful?” 

This  question  speaks  to  the  heart  of  the 
postmodern  struggle  between  ethnic  particu- 
larism and  cosmopolitan  identity.  Ultimately, 
the  authors  demonstrate  that  Birthright  suc- 
ceeds in  strengthening  Jewish  identity,  but 
they  discuss  only  briefly  - and  suggestively  - 
the  broader  question  posed. 

Citing  Robert  Putnam's  research  on  con- 
temporary social  connections,  the  authors 
argue  that  Birthright  is  “designed  to  create 
‘bonding’  social  capital”  among  Jews.  They 
add  that  this  sort  of  bond  is  the  “glue  that  al- 
lows members  of  disparate  subgroups  to 
come  together  as  a society.” 

The  book  does  attempt  to  lay  out  a pro- 
posed relationship  between  ethnic  and  univer- 
sal identity,  arguing  that  "although  it  is  possi- 
ble that  the  program’s  Jewish-centricness  will 
lead  to  an  exclusive  concern  with  the  Jewish 
community,  our  understanding  of  the  partici- 
pants makes  that  highly  unlikely.” 

It  is  perhaps  difficult  to  assess  this  claim 
conclusively,  given  that  the  program’s  first 
participants  are  still  only  in  their  early-30s, 
but  it  is  a plausible  point. 


The  book  reads,  in  places,  like  an  adver- 
tisement for  the  program,  although  the  au- 
thors claim  that  “although  our  view  of  the 
program  is  decidedly  positive,  our  goal  is 
not  to  promote  the  program  but  to  explain 
and  critically  assess  how  and  why  it  oper- 
ates.” 

One  passage  describes  a late-night,  politi- 
cal discussion  between  the  group’s  partici- 
pants and  several  Israeli  soldiers  (also  partic- 
ipating on  the  trip  for  the  mandated  mifgash  - 
intercultural  encounter  - component)  after  a 
long  day  of  hiking. 

“Beer  flows  that  night,  to  quench  thirst, 
not  to  create  drunkenness,”  the  authors  write. 

Were  these  authors  ever  20,  in  mixed  com- 
pany and  surrounded  by  alcohol? 

Finally,  the  book  engages  only  fleetingly 
what  is  perhaps  the  elephant  in  the  room:  the 
Israeli-Palestinian  conflict. 

They  make  clear  that  Birthright  attempts 
to  impart  “the  Jewish  narrative,"  but  it’s  not 
obvious  what  messages,  beyond  support  for 
Israel  as  a Jewish  state,  participants  are  in- 
tended to  absorb  about  the  conflict.  The  trip 
does  not  seem  to  promote  a particular  view  of 
the  situation,  except  that,  in  Nadel’s  words, 
“everyone  who  does  the  trip  goes  home  a 
Zionist.” 

It  may  be  that  the  authors  are  simply  re- 
flecting the  Birthright  organizers’  middle-of- 
the-road  perspective  on  the  conflict.  But, 
when  thinking  about  the  role  of  the  program 
in  shaping  Jewish  identity,  and  if  these  youth 
are  meant  to  be  among  the  Diaspora  Jewish 
leaders  of  tomorrow,  perhaps  Birthright 
should  think  more  about  the  role  of  these 
youth  in  potentially  ameliorating  the  dire  sit- 
uation in  the  Middle  East. 
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BLOOMFIELDS 

FLOWERS 


Wishing  you  and  yours  a happy 
Chanukah  and  a bright  New  Year. 

We  invite  you  to  visit  or  call  our 
beautiful  shop  this  festive  season. 
Let  Bloomfields  create  a centrepiece 
to  make  your  holiday  table  shine. 

101  Fourth  Ave.,  The  Glebe 
613-230-6434 
Bloomfieldsflowers.com 


The  flooring  store  with  so  much  more! 
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ESTBORO 

FLOORINGS  DECOR  INC. 


Custom  Housing 


Hospitality Residential Commercial 


Readers  and  advertisers  are  advised  the  next  edition  of  the  Ottawa  Jewish  Bulletin 
will  be  published  on  Monday,  December  15,  2008. 

The  deadline  date  is  Wednesday,  November  26,  2008.  


FOUNDATION  DONATIONS 


A gift  forever 

Ottawa  Jewish 
Community 
Foundation 
Donations 


To  make  a donation  and/or  send  a 
call  Carolene  Preap  (613-798-4696 
e-mail:  cpreap@jewishottawa.com  • 


tribute  card, 
ext.  232) 
website:  www.OJCF.ca 


Join  us  in  building  our  community 
by  supporting  these  local  agencies 


AJA  50+  ENDOWMENT  FUND 
In  appreciation  to: 

Suzanne  Girard  by  AJA  50+. 

Gordon  Spergel  by  AJA  50+. 

In  memory  of: 

Earl  Blevis  by  Fern  and  Joe  Hershfield. 

GREENBERG  FAMILIES  LIBRARY 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Victor  Guth  by  Roger  Greenberg  and  Cindy 
Feingold. 

Tonia  Hirsch  by  Catherine  and  Pierre  Boileau. 

Mazal  Tov  to: 

Shelli  and  Steven  Kimmel  on  Leora’s  engage- 
ment by  Roger  Greenberg  and  Cindy  Feingold. 

HILLEL  LODGE  LEGACY  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

David  Molot  by  Richard  Addelman. 

Steve  Waserman  by  Charles  and  Adrienne 
Shabsove. 

SOLOWAY  JEWISH  COMMUNITY  CENTRE 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Peter  Braun  by  Judy  and  Murray  Lieff. 


AKIVA  EVENING  HIGH  SCHOOL 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
SHIRLEY  AND  SHIER  BERMAN  FUND 
FOR  OTTAWA  JEWISH  .ARCHIVES 
HILLEL  ACADEMY  ENDOWMENT  FUND 
ROSE  AND  LOUIS  ARCHBAR 
MEMORIAL  FUND 
MENDEL  AND  VALERIE  GOOD 
HOLOCAUST 

CONTINUING  EDUCATION  FUND 
HY  HOCHBERG  MEMORIAL  LECTURE  FUND 
JEWISH  COMMUNITY  CEMETERY 
HOLOCAUST  MEMORIAL  FUND 
JEWISH  FAMILY  SERVICES 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 

JEWISH  STUDENTS  ASSOCIATION  - HILLEL 
JEWISH  YOUTH  LIBRARY  OF  OTTAWA 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
DAVID  “THE  BEAR”  KARDASH 
CAMP  B’NAI  BRITH  MEMORIAL  FUND 
ADINA  BEN  PORAT  MACHON  SARAH 
TORAH  EDUCATION  FUND 
OTTAWA  JEWISH  CEMETERIES 
ZICHARON  FUND 
OTTAWA  JEWISH 
HISTORICAL  SOCIETY  FUND 
OTTAWA  MODERN  JEWISH  SCHOOL  FUND 
OTTAWA  POST 

JEWISH  WAR  VETERANS  FUND 
DORIS  BRONSTEIN  TALMUD  TORAH 
AFTERNOON  SCHOOL  FUND 
OTTAWA  TORAH  INSTITUTE 
TORAH  EDUCATION  FUND 
MARTIN  GLATT  PARLIAMENT  LODGE 
B’NAI  BRITH  PAST  PRESIDENTS’  FUND 
RAMBAM  MAIMONIDES 
JEWISH  CONTINUITY  FUND 
GABY  SASSOON  FOR  VICTIMS  OF  TERROR 
IN  ISRAEL  MEMORIAL  FUND 
SOLOWAY  JEWISH  COMMUNITY  CENTRE 
EARLY  CHILDHOOD  EDUCATION  FUND 
JEWISH  MEN’S  SOFTBALL  LEAGUE  FUND 
SOLOWAY  JEWISH  COMMUNITY 
SUMMER  CAMP  SCHOLARSHIP  FUND 
SARA  AND  ZEEV  VERED 
ISRAEL  CULTURAL  PROGRAM  FUND 
SOLOWAY  JEWISH  COMMUNITY  CENTRE 
YOUTH  SERVICES  FUND 
TORAH  ACADEMY  OF  OTTAWA 
TORAH  EDUCATION  FUND 
YITZHAK  RABIN  HIGH  SCHOOL  FUND 
IN  MEMORY  OF  EVA  WINTHROP 
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The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Ottawa  Jew- 
ish Community  Foundation  acknowledges 
with  thanks  contributions  to  the  following 
funds  as  of  November  4,  2008. 

MARJORIE  AND  BEN  ACHBAR 
COMMUNITY  ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Birthday  wishes  to: 

Dorothy  Nadolny  by  Marjorie  and  Ben  Achbar. 

APPOTIVE  FAMILY  ENDOWMENT  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Malcolm  MacNeil  by  David  and  Sharon  Appotive. 

ANNE  AND  LOUIS  ARRON  MEMORIAL  FUND 
Speedy  recovery  to: 

Andrea  Arron  by  Alan  and  Linda  Gilbert. 

Y ETTA  AND  LAWRENCE  ARRON 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Larry  Arron  by  Horace  and  Muriel  Beilin. 

RICKJ  AND  BARRY  BAKER 
ENDOW  MENT  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Rabbi  Michael  Levenson  by  Ricki  and  Bany 
Baker. 

MYRNA  AND  NORMAN  BARWLN  FOUNDATION 
OF  THE  PINCHAS  ZUKERMAN 
MUSICAL  SCHOLARSHIP  FUND 
Mazal  Tov  to: 

Jackie  Holzman  on  receiving  the  United  Way 
Community  Builder  of  the  Year  award  by  Myma  and 
Norm  Barwin. 

Birthday  wishes  to: 

Peter  Barwin  by  Myma  and  Norm  Barwin. 

In  memory  of: 

Daniel  Spring  by  Myma  and  Norm  Barwin. 

IRVING  AND  ESTHER  BELLMAN 
MEMORIAL  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Moshe  Benlolo  by  Mitchell  Bellman  and  Nicola 
Hamer  and  family. 

Ben  Silverstone  by  Mitchell  Bellman  and  Nicola 
Hamer  and  family. 

Chaya  Perel  Mogilevsky  by  Mitchell  Bellman  and 
Nicola  Hamer  and  family. 

Frances  Garten  by  Mitchell  Bellman  and  Nicola 
Hamer  and  family;  and  by  Joyce  and  Seymour  Bellman. 

MARTIN  AND  ELLIE  BLACK 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Mazal  Tov  to: 

Shelli  and  Steven  Kimmel  on  the  engagement  of 
Leora  by  Marty  and  Ellie  Black. 

JACOB  AND  BERTHA  BOOKMAN 
MEMORIAL  FUND 
Mazal  Tov  to: 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stephen  Bookman  on  the  birth  of 
their  grandson  by  Millie  Weinstein. 

Abe  Bookman  on  the  birth  of  his  great-grandson 
by  Millie  Weinstein. 

TILLIE  AND  HARRY  CHERM 
MEMORIAL  FUND 
Mazal  Tov  to: 

Monis  Kimmel  on  the  engagement  of  his  grand- 
daughter Leora  by  Sol  and  Sylvia  Kaiman. 

Birthday  wishes  to: 

Arlene  Schwey  by  Donald  Cherm  and  Robert 
Lebans. 

I JACK  AND  SARAH  COGAN 
MEMORIAL  FUND 

Mazal  Tov  to: 

Sol  and  Zelaine  Shinder  on  Eliane’s  Bat  Mitzvah 
by  Rhona  and  Leonard  Cogan. 
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In  memory  of: 

Moshe  Benlolo  by  Rhona  and  Leonard  Cogan. 

SID  AND  BARBARA  COHEN 
COMMUNITY  ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Speedy  recovery  to: 

Laya  Shabinsky  by  Barbara  and  Sid  Cohen. 

In  memory  of: 

Alyce  Cohen  by  Barbara  and  Sid  Cohen. 

Moshe  Benlolo  by  Barbara  and  Sid  Cohen. 

SANDI  AND  EDDY  COOK 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Mazal  Tov  to: 

Sandi  and  Eddy  Cook  on  the  birth  of  their  grand- 
son by  Joany  and  Andrew  Katz. 

JEFFREY  AND  LOIS  EISEN  FAMILY  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Bela  Lipnowski  by  Jeff  and  Lois  Eiscn. 

Birthday  wishes  to: 

Steven  Fremeth  by  Jeff  and  Lois  Eisen. 

Jack  Gould  by  Jeff  and  Lois  Eien, 

JOSHUA  HILLEL  FINN  ENDOW  MENT  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Daniel  Spring  by  Joshua  Finn. 

SAM  AND  SUSAN  FIRESTONE  , 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Sholem  Altman  by  Sam  Firestone  and  Aik  Aliferis. 

ROZ  AND  STEVEN  FREMETH  FAMILY  FUND 
in  memory  of: 

Bela  Lipnowski  by  Roz  and  Steven  Fremeth. 
Mazal  Tov  to: 

Brian  Keller  on  receiving  an  award  by  Roz  and 
Steven  Fremeth. 

ALFRED  AND  KAYS  A FRIEDMAN 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Mazal  Tov  to: 

Alfred  and  Kaysa  Friedman  on  the  recent  marriage 
of  Michael  to  Lia  Vollack  by  Kenneth  and  Linda 
Mirsky;  and  by  Elissa  and  Avi  Iny. 

SAMUEL  AND  IDA  GAFFEN 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Best  wishes  to: 

Frank  and  Susan  Danoff  in  their  new  home  by 
Beth  Roodman. 

FRAN  AND  SID  GERSHBERG  FAMILY  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Ben  Silverstone  by  Fran  and  Sid  Gersliberg. 
Anniversary  wishes  to: 

Sandra  and  George  Forester  on  their  40th  wedding 
anniversary  by  Fran  and  Sid  Gershberg. 

ANN  GLUZMAN  MEMORIAL  FUND 
Anniversary  wishes  to: 

David  and  Beverly  Gluzman  from  the  Levitz  family. 

JACK  AND  GERT  GOLDSTEIN 
MEMORIAL  FUND 
Birthday  wishes  to: 

Hy  Hymes  by  Diane  and  Allen  Abramson. 

HY  AND  PAULINE  HOCHBERG 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Danny  Yachnin  by  Pauline  Hochberg. 

'Y  J 

DOROTHY  J^ND  HY  HYMES 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 

Birthday  wishes  to: 

Hy  Hymes  by  Ruth  and  Manny  Shacter. 
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In  memory  of: 

Brian  Shers  mother  by  Dorothy  and  Hy  Hymes. 
Bela  Lipnowski  by  Dorothy  and  Hy  Hymes. 

ARTHUR  AND  SARAH  KJMMEL 
MEMORIAL  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

David  Molot  by  Roslyn  and  Amie  Kimmel. 
R'fuah  Sh'Iemah  to: 

Andrea  Arron  by  Roslyn  and  Amie  Kimmel. 
Mazal  Tov  to: 

Bonnie  and  Chuck  Merovitz  on  the  birth  of  their 
grandson  by  Roslyn  and  Amie  Kimmel. 

Joan  and  Russell  Kronick  on  the  birth  of  their 
granddaughter  by  Roslyn  and  Amie  Kimmel. 

In  observance  of  the  Yahrzeit  of: 

Sarah  Kimmel,  a dear  mother  and  grandmother  by 
Isabel  and  Norm  Lesh. 

PHILLIP  AND  ETTIE  KIMMEL 
MEMORIAL  FUND 
Birthday  wishes  to: 

Carol  Spiro  by  Joyce  and  Milton  Kimmel. 

SHARON  KOFFMAN 
ATHLETIC  SCHOLARSHIP  FUND 
Birthday  wishes  to: 

Elaine  Fox  by  Sandra  Zagon. 

ISSIE  AND  EDITH  LANDAU 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Nathan  Gross  by  Edie  Landau. 

Mazal  Tov  to: 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mozersky  on  the  birth  of  their  grand- 
daughter by  Edie  Landau. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Andre  Engel  on  the  engagement  of 
Sarit  by  Edie  Landau. 


MAYER  AND  ROSE  LANDAU 
MEMORIAL  FUND 
In  observance  of  the  Yahrzeit  of: 

Jacob  Lobel  by  Sally  and  Morton  Taller 

HARRY  AND  ZENA  LEIKIN 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
In  honour  of: 

Libby  Katz  on  the  81st  anniversary  of  her  arrival 
to  Canada  by  Penny  and  Lewis  Leikin  and  family. 

Ethel  Kesler  on  the  81st  anniversary  of  her  arrival 
to  Canada  by  Penny  and  Lewis  Leikin  and  family. 

Bertha  Palmer  on  the  81st  anniversary  of  her  ar- 
rival to  Canada  by  Penny  and  Lewis  Leikin  and 
family. 

NORMAN  AND  ISABEL  LESH 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Birthday  wishes  to: 

Norman  Lesh  by  the  ALBERT-  BAY-  BISTRO 
Sunday  morning  gang. 

R'fuah  Sh'Iemah  to: 

Andrea  Arron  by  Norman  and  Isabel  Lesh. 

BEN  AND  SHIRLEY  LEVIN 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

David  Molot  by  Ellen  and  Lewis  Levin  and  family 

SALLY  AND  ELLIOTT  LEVITAN 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Mazal  Tov  to: 

Joan  and  Henry  Bloom  on  the  marriage  of  Linda 
by  Sally  and  Elliott  Levitan. 

Joe  and  Evelyn  Lieff  on  Isaac's  Bar  Mitzvah  by 
Sally  and  Elliott  Levitan. 

Anniversary  w ishes  to: 

Joe  and  Evelyn  Lieff  by  Sally  and  Elliott  Levitan. 


Sydney  Schecter’s 
meaningful  gesture 


Sydney  Schecter,  father  of  Jack  Schecter 
(Librarian  of  the  Greenberg  Families 
Library),  Estelle  Gunner  (volunteer  for  the 
Jewish  Archives  and  Past  President  of  AJA 
50+),  Brian  Schecter  and  Mel  Schecter,  was 
a long-time  resident  of  Ottawa’s  Jewish 
community.  Sydney  passed  away  peaceful- 
ly on  November  27,  2007,  at  the  age  of  90, 
and  was  the  last  of  his  brothers  and  sisters  to 
pass  (three  brothers  and  four  sisters). 

Sydney  had  a deeply  rooted  attachment 
to  the  Ottawa  community,  which  included 
owning  a home,  building  a business,  rais- 
ing his  family;  a lifelong  membership  at 
Beth  Shalom  Congregation  and  great  pride 
in  the  accomplishments  of  his  children, 
grandchildren  and  great-grandchildren. 

As  a way  of  giving  back  to  the  commu- 
nity he  loved  so  much,  Sydney  and  his  wife 
Shirley  opened  their  own  fund,  the  Syd  and 
Shirley  Schecter  Endowment  Fund, 
through  the  Ottawa  Jewish  Community 
Foundation  in  March  2000. 

The  Schecter  family  proudly  con- 
tributed to  this  fund.  “Every  time  he  donat- 
ed to  his  fund,  he  felt  that  he  was  truly 
helping  his  community.  It  was  his  way  of 
giving  back,”  commented  Brian. 

Given  how  Sydney  and  Shirley  lived 
their  lives  and  raised  their  children,  it 


Sydney  Schecter,  z"l 


seemed  fitting  that  the  Foundation  should 
receive  a last  gift  through  a bequest  from 
Sydney’s  estate  to  his  fund.  It  was,  in 
essence,  a giving  back  to  show  his  support 
to  the  community  he  was  so  proud  to  be  a 
part  of.  The  Syd  and  Shirley  Schecter 
Endowment  Fund  will  live  on  in  their 
memory  for  generations  to  come. 

To  leam  more  about  how  you  can  leave 
a meaningful  gift  to  the  community 
through  a bequest  or  other  types  of  planned 
giving  vehicles,  contact  the  Foundation  of- 
fice at  613.798.4696,  ext.  246  or  contact 
your  financial  adviser. 


JOSEPH  AND  EVELYN  LIEFF 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Anniversary  wishes  to: 

Joe  and  Evelyn  Lieff  by  Ruth  and  Manny  Shacter; 
and  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lyon  Sachs. 

ARNOLD  AND  ROSE  LITHWICK  FAMILY 
COMMUNITY  ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Mazal  Tov  to: 

Harvey  and  Yvonne  Lithwick  on  their  grand- 
daughter’s Bat  Mitzvah  by  Daniel  and  Marilyn 
Kimmel. 

MOE  AND  ROSE  LITWACK 
COMMUNITY  ENDOWMENT  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Rose  Litwack  by  Esther  and  Alan  Williams  and 
family. 

BONNIE  AND  CHUCK  MEROVITZ 
FAMILY  FUND 
Mazal  Tov  to: 

Butch  Zinman  on  the  birth  of  his  grandson  by 
Bonnie  and  Chuck  Merovitz. 

In  memory  of: 

Bela  Lipnowski  by  Bonnie  and  Chuck  Merovitz. 
Birthday  wishes: 


Sonny 

Merovitz. 

Herscovitch 

by 

Bonnie 

and 

Chuck 

Debbie 

Merovitz. 

Leibovitch 

by 

Bonnie 

and 

Chuck 

MORRIS  MOLOT  MEMORIAL  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

David  Molot  by  Sally  and  Elliot  Levitan. 

PEARLAND  DAVID  MOSKOVIC 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Anniversary  wishes: 

Pearl  and  David  Moskovic  on  their  50th  wedding 
anniversary  by  Ken  Kavanat. 

DOROTHY  AND  HERBERT  NADOLNY 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Birthday  wishes  to: 

Dorothy  Nadolny  by  Clair  Krantzberg;  and  by 
Max  and  Phyllis  Stemthal. 

In  memory  of: 

Larry  Arron  by  Horace  and  Muriel  Beilin;  by  Sally 
and  Elliott  Levitan;  by  Joany  and  Andy  Katz;  and  by 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lyon  Sachs. 

JEAN  AND  MAX  NAEMARK 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Birthday  wishes  to: 

Jean  Naemark  by  Beatrice  Torontow. 

PINKUS  AND  YEHUD1T  NEWMAN 
MEMORIAL  FUND 
Mazal  Tov  to 

Sandi  and  Eddy  Cook  on  the  birth  of  their  grand- 
son by  Marilyn  and  William  Newman. 

In  memory  of: 

Shirley  Teitelbaum’s  brother  by  Marilyn  and 
William  Newman. 

Earl  Blevis  by  Marilyn  and  William  Newman. 

OTTAWA  JEWISH  COMMUNITY 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
In  appreciation  to: 

David  Resnick  by  Gary  Victor. 

DANAANDREMI  PEARL 
B’NAI  MITZVAH  FUND 
Congratulations  to: 

Allegra  Pearl  on  her  great  achievements  by  Gita 
and  Geny  Pearl. 

BESSIE  AND  BENJAMIN  POLOWIN 
MEMORIAL  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Michael  Levinson  by  Alex  and  Kathleen  Polowin. 


PHYLLIS  AND  ALAN  RACKOW 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Birthday  wishes  to: 

Alan  Rackow  by  Elsa  Wendman. 

In  memory  of: 

Brownie  Freedman  by  Phyllis  and  Alan  Rackow. 

MOE  AND  SARAH  RESNICK 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Anniversary  wishes  to: 

Linda  and  Avrum  Gotlieb  by  Penny,  Gordie,  Zac 
and  Steven  Resnick. 

In  memory  of: 

Shirley  Weiner  by  Penny,  Gordie,  Zac  and  Steven 
Resnick. 

Speedy  recovery  to: 

Bert  Bronsther  by  Penny,  Gordie,  Zac  and  Steven 
Resnick. 

Joan  Shinder  by  Penny,  Gordie,  Zac  and  Steven 
Resnick. 

Birthdy  wishes  to: 

Mrs.  Roberta  Gotlieb  by  Penny.  Gordie,  Zac  and 
Steven  Resnick. 

ALTI  AND  BEREL  RODAL  FAMILY  FUND 
Mazal  Tov  to: 

Rabbi  Shmuel  and  Dvorah  Rodal  and  Yisroel  Meir 
and  Bayla  Rodal  on  the  birth  of  Raizie  by  Alti  and 
Berel  Rodal. 

FRANCES  AND  MORTON  ROSS 
FAMLY  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Abe  Fleming  by  Elaina  and  Howard  Taller. 

SHELLEY  AND  SID  ROTHMAN 
FAMILY  FUND 
Birthday  wishes  to: 

Steven  Fremeth  by  Shelley  Rothman  and  family. 

RICKIE  AND  MARTIN  SASLOVE 
FAMILY  FUND 
Mazal  Tov  to: 

Shelli  and  Steven  Kimmel  on  the  engagement  of 
Leora  by  Rhoda  and  Jeff  Miller. 

LAYA  AND  SOL  SHABINSKY 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Speedy  recovery  to: 

Laya  Shabinsky  by  Joany  and  Andy  Katz. 

SOL  AND  ZELAINE  SHINDER 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Mazal  Tov  to: 

Sol  and  Zelaine  Shinder  on  their  granddaughter’s 
Bat  Mitzvah  by  Joan  and  Russell  Kronick. 

Shelli  and  Steven  Kimmel  on  Leora’s  engagement 
by  Sol  and  Zelaine  Shinder. 

Judah  and  Margo  Silverman  by  Sol  and  Zelaine 
Shinder. 

Birthday  wishes  to: 

Leon  Bronstein  by  Sol  and  Zelaine  Shinder. 

HERB  GRAY  AND  SHARON 
SHOLZBERG-GRAY  FAMILY  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Abe  Fleming  by  Sharon  and  Herb  Gray. 

LORNE  AND  LAURIE  SHUSTERMAN 
FAMILY  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Nora  Andersen  by  Lome,  Laurie,  Zak  and  Ben 
Shuslerman. 

Frances  Garten  by  Lome  and  Laurie  Shusterman. 

LINDA  SILVERMAN  MEMORIAL  FUND 
Birthday  wishes  to: 

Hy  Hymes  by  Marvin  and  Phylis  Silverman. 
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VICTOR  AND  SHIRLEY  STEINBERG 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Anniversary  wishes  to: 

Jerry  and  Lily  Penso  on  their  50th  wedding  an- 
niversary by  Shirley  Steinberg. 

CHARLES  AND  RAE  TAVEL 
MEMORIAL  FUND 
Mazal  Tov  to: 

Zelaine  and  Sol  Shinder  on  their  granddaugther’s 
Bat  Miztvah  by  Sunny  and  John  Tavel. 

IRVING  AND  ETHEL  TAYLOR 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Thinking  of: 

Ethel  Taylor  by  Joany  and  Andy  Katz. 

JEFFREY  TAYLOR  AND  SUSIE  WEISMAN 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Daniel  Spring  by  Susie  Weisman  and  Jeff,  Josh, 
Bram  and  Dani  Taylor. 

FAYE  AND  ARNOLD  TENNENHOUSE 
FAMILY  ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Birthday  wishes  to: 

Faye  Tennenhouse  by  Norma  and  Yudie  Schacter. 

In  memory  of: 

Carmeila  Reznanski  by  Norma  and  Yudie  Schacter. 

STEPHEN  AND  GAIL  VICTOR 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Happy  and  health  New  Year  to: 

Myrtle  Boris  by  Sandy  Marchello. 

Speedy  recovery  to: 

<■  Sandy  Fishbain  by  Sandy  Marchello. 

Andrea  Arron  by  Stephen  and  Gail  Victor. 

Mazal  Tov  to: 

Sandy  Fishbain  on  the  engagement  of  Jeff  to 
Barbara  by  Sandy  Marchello. 

MIRIAM  AND  LOUIS  WEINER 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Stanley  Pinkus  by  Miriam  and  Louis  Weiner. 

MILDRED  AND  PERCY  WEINSTEIN 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
R'fuah  Sh'lemah  to: 

Andrea  Arron  by  Millie  Weinstein. 

HALTONAVEISS  FAMILY  FUND 
Happy  and  healthy  New  Year  to: 

Ron  and  Debbie  Weiss  by  Tina  and  Ken  Ages. 


In  memory  of: 

• Daniel  Spring  by  Debbie  and  Ron  Weiss. 

Stephen  Dworkin  by  Debbie  and  Ron  Weiss. 
Chaya  Perel  Mogilevsky  by  Debbie  and  Ron 
Weiss. 

R’fuah  Sh’lemah  to: 

Gustavo  Rymberg  by  Debbie  and  Ron  Weiss. 
Mazal  Tov  to: 

Shelli  and  Steven  Kimmel  on  the  engagement  of 
Leora  by  Debbie.  Ron,  Jess.  Josh  and  Lauren  Weiss. 

IRVING  AND  DIANE  VVEXLER  FAMILY  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Saul  Abracen  by  Diane  Wexler. 

In  observance  of  the  Yahrzeit  of: 

Joseph  and  Freda  Cohen,  dear  parents  by  Diane 
Wexler. 

ZIPES  KARANOFSKY  FAMILY 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Aubrey  Gay  by  Helen  and  Rick  Zipes  and  family. 
Bela  Lipnowski  by  Helen  and  Rick  Zipes  and 
family. 

Mazal  Tov  to: 

Judy  and  Jonathan  Bosloy  on  the  Bat  Mitzvah  of 
Mara  by  Helen  and  Rick  Zipes  and  family. 

THE  SAUL  AND  EDNA  GOLDFARB 
B’NAI  MITZVAH  PROGRAM 

STACEY  SAMANTHA  KATZ 
B’NAI  MITZVAH  FUND 
Mazal  Tov  to: 

Shelli  and  Steven  on  the  engagement  of  Leora  by 
Joany  and  Andy  Katz. 

Alyce  and  Allan  Baker  by  Joany  and  Andy  Katz. 
Michael  Gennis  and  Diane  Betel  on  their  engage- 
ment by  Joany  and  Andy  Katz. 

Norman  Lieff  and  Francie  Greenspoon  on  Isaac’s 
Bat  Mitzvah  by  Joany  and  Andy  Katz. 

In  memory  of: 

Moshe  Benlolo  by  Joany  and  Andy  Katz. 

Contributions  may  be  made  online  at 
www.OJCF.ca  or  by  contacting  Carolene 
Preap  at  613-798-4696  extension  232,  Mon- 
day to  Friday.  We  have  voice  mail.  Our  e-mail 
address  is  donation@ojcf.ca.  Attractive  cards 
are  sent  to  convey  the  appropriate  senti- 
ments. All  donations  are  acknowledged  with 
an  official  receipt  for  income  tax  purposes. 
We  accept  Visa,  MasterCard  and  Amex. 


Homewatch 

Caregivers* 

6i3.730.2188 

homewatchcaregivers.com 


Let  our  family  care  for  yours 


When  you  need  assistance 
with  a senior  family 
member,  adult  or  child,  we 
are  committed  to  providing 
compassionate  care  through 
experienced,  caring  staff. 


Affordable  Care  Solutions 

• Nurses , Social  Workers,  Personal  Care 
Professionals  and  Companions 

• Post  Surgical  Assistance  (Hospital/Home) 

• Specialized  Dementia  Care 

• Back  Up  Child  Care 

• Hourly  to  24  Hour  Care 


BRIAN  Levi  TAN,  Certified  Senior  Advisor  WENDY'  BlRKHAN,  Social  Worker 


CARLSON  WAGONLIT  TRAVEL 

SPECIAL  2009  GROUP  DEPARTURES 

January  22nd  BRIDGE  WITH  LIZ  IN  PUERTO  VALLARTA,  MEXICO  - 7 DAYS 

Nonstop  flight  from  Ottawa!  Non  bridge  players  welcome. 

February  7th  RUBY  PRINCESS  GOLF  CRUISE  WITH  PAUL  SHERRATT 

Western  Caribbean  - 7 days  - non  golfers  welcome. 

April  6th  PASSOVER  KOSHER  CRUISE  DEPARTS  FORT  LAUDERDALE 

Sail  aboard  the  5 star  Constellation,  voted  the  world’s  best  large  ship 
for  the  sixth  year  in  a row!  12  days/ 11  nights,  all  meals,  two  private  seders, 
supervised  children’s  program,  all  tipping,  taxes  and  fees. 

May  25th  CANYON  RANCH  SPA  GETAWAY  - Almost  sold  out! 

5-day  package  includes  transportation,  spa  plan  and  much  more! 

June  29th  BALTIC  CRUISE  ON  OCEANIA  REGATTA  - 14  DAYS 

Free  air  from  Toronto  ipcluded!  Starts  in  Stockholm,  ends  in  Dover  (London). 
Special  features:  2 days  in  Stockholm,  3 days  in  St.  Petersburg 
and  7 other  exciting  ports  of  call. 

October  12th  VISIT  EXOTIC  MOROCCO  WITH  CANTOR  DANIEL  BENLOLO 

See  Morocco  through  Cantor  Benlolo’s  eyes  ...  an  unforgettable  experience! 
Ten-day  tour  ...  Experience  the  ancient  cities,  the  niellahs,  the  kasbahs,  the  desert, 
the  sea  and  much  more.  Limited  to  30  people  ...  book  early! 

Please  call  Chris  Calder  (ext.  229)  or  Nancy  Borer  (ext.  232) 
for  further  information. 


Sandra  Granatstein,  President 

sgranatstein@carlsonwagonlit.ca 
130  Albert  St.  Suite  714, 

Ottawa,  ON,  KIP  5G4 


Carlson  WagonlitTravel 


613-238-4040 
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Some  special  ways  to  say  ‘ thanks 


I sometimes  find  that  people  are  too  intimidated  to  cook 
for  me  because  1 used  to  work  for  a living  as  a cook.  They 
worry  that  I would  be  critical  of  their  efforts.  In  fact,  noth- 
ing could  be  further  from  the  truth.  I am  always  grateful  to 
be  invited  to  a friend's  house. 

Opening  up  your  home  and  kitchen  to  others  is  a won- 
derful act  of  generosity  and  it  should  be  rewarded  with  a 
proper  thank  you.  A bouquet  of  flowers  from  the  supermar- 
ket or  a bottle  of  wine  are  a nice  gesture,  but,  with  a little 
forethought,  these  gifts  can  go  from  ordinary  to  extraordi- 
nary. Here  is  my  top  five  list  of  hostess  gifts. 


spent  a lot  more  than  you  actually  did.  They  will  also  be  so 
grateful  they  did  not  have  to  hunt  for  a vase  and  do  the  ar- 
ranging themselves. 

Fresh  herbs  in  a ceramic  flower  pot 

If  your  hosts  love  cooking  or  gardening,  they  will  prob- 
ably appreciate  a pot  of  fresh  herbs  that  they  can  sit  on  the 
kitchen  windowsill  and  snip  from  all  winter  long. 

Go  the  extra  distance  and  spring  for  a pretty  ceramic  pot 
to  put  them  in.  It  hides  the  cheap  plastic  planter  the  herbs 
are  sold  in. 


Flowers  already  arranged  in  a vase 

If  you  are  going  to  bring  flowers  to  say  thanks,  keep  in 
mind  that  your  host  or  hostess  has  a million  last-minute  de- 
tails to  take  care  of  when  having  guests  for  dinner.  The  last 
thing  he  or  she  needs  is  someone  showing  up  with  a bunch 
of  flowers  that  need  arranging  in  a vase. 

For  less  than  $10,  you  can  buy  a simple  glass  vase  in  al- 
most any  supermarket.  Other  great  places  to  look  for  rea- 
sonably priced  stylish  vases  include  Canadian  Tire  (the 
housewares  department  is  fantastic),  Ikea,  HomeSense  and 
Winners. 

Instead  of  buying  a mixed  bouquet  at  the  supermarket, 
buy  several  bunches  of  all  one  type  of  flower  or  several 
bunches  of  different  types  of  flowers,  all  in  the  same  colour. 
Arrange  them  yourself  in  the  vase  and  people  will  think  you 


Team  Carbonneau 

RE/MAX  metro-city  realty  ltd.,  Brokerage 
(o)  613-596-5353 
inquiries@teamcarbonneau.com 
www.teamcarbonneau.com 


928  Muskoka  Avenue 


Stunning,  completely  renovated  home  with  major  2nd 
storey  addition,  ideally  located  in  desirable  McKellar 
Heights.  Loads  of  granite,  stainless  steel  and  beautiful 
hardwood  floors.  Pool  size  lot.  4 bedrooms,  3 bath- 
rooms (1  ensuite). 


Call:  Chava 
at  613-247-3334 


Serving  the  Ottawa 
for  over  20  years 


Provincial  Table  Pads 

custom  made 
for  your  dining  room  table 
and  all  tables 


A dozen  new  tea  towels 

I don’t  know  anyone  who  wouldn’t  appreciate  12  brand 
new  tea  towels.  It’s  something  you  always  need,  but  buying 


Dukkah 


Makes  about  2 cups 


Warning:  Dukkah  can  easily  become  an  obsession. 
The  more  you  eat,  the  more  addictive  it  becomes.  Serve 
with  warmed  pita  and  extra-virgin  olive  oil.  Dip  pita 
into  olive  oil,  then  into  dukkah  and  eat. 


1/2  cup  hazelnuts 

1/2  cup  shelled  pistachios 

1 cup  sesame  seeds 

2 tablespoons  cumin  seeds 

2 tablespoons  coriander  seeds 
1 teaspoon  kosher  or  sea  salt 


Preheat  the  oven  to  350  degrees  F (175  degrees  C). 
Place  the  hazelnuts  on  a baking  sheet  and  bake  for  about 
5 minutes  or  until  fragrant.  While  the  nuts  are  still  hot, 
pour  them  onto  a tea  towel.  Fold  the  towel  over  them  to 
cover  and  rub  vigorously  to  remove  the  skins.  Set  aside 
to  cool. 

Place  pistachios  on  baking  sheet  and  toast  for  about 
5 minutes  in  preheated  oven.  Set  aside  to  cool. 

In  a dry  skillet  over  medium  heat,  toast  the  sesame 
seeds  until  light  golden  brown.  Pour  into  a medium 
bowl  as  soon  as  they  are  done  so  they  will  not  continue 
toasting.  In  the  same  skillet,  toast  the  coriander  and 
cumin  seeds  while  shaking  the  pan  or  stirring  occasion- 
ally until  they  begin  to  pop.  Transfer  to  a food  proces- 
sor. Process  until  finely  ground,  and  then  pour  into  the 
bowl  with  the  sesame  seeds. 

Place  the  cooled  hazelnuts  and  pistachios  into  the 
food  processor,  and  process  until  mixture  resembles 
coarse  breadcrumbs.  Do  not  over  process.  You  do  not 
want  nut  butter.  Stir  into  the  bowl  with  the  spices.  Sea- 
son with  salt  and  mix  well. 


Sensational 
Sandwiches 
byjanis 

specializing  in  party  sandwiches 

(minimum  order  4 dozen  pieces) 

Junches,  meetings,  shivas,  office  parties,^ 
clubs,  showers,  conferences 


Made 
with  Love 

€ 

Cindy  Feingold 

yourself  new  ones  seems  like  a waste  when  you  have  a 
drawer  full  of  perfectly  serviceable  (but  stained)  ones  al- 
ready. 

There  are  so  many  inexpensive  pretty  towels  available 
now.  President’s  Choice  makes  some  great  ones.  I have  also 
found  some  beautiful  ones  at  Winners. 

If  you  want  to  elevate  this  gift  to  the  next  level,  buy  a 
beautiful  box  to  wrap  them  up  in.  An  ornate  cardboard  hat 
box  or  a brightly  coloured  file  box  would  be  ideal. 

Wine  Tumblers 

About  a year  ago,  while  shopping  at  Home  Outfitters,  I 
came  upon  a set  of  four  Riedel  stemless  wine  glasses,  pack- 
aged as  a gift  set  in  a fun  party  tube. 

In  France,  where  wine  is  served  casually  at  every  meal, 
people  have  been  drinking  wine  out  of  glass  tumblers  for 
years. 

I bought  several  sets  and  now  use  them  as  my  everyday 
wine  glasses.  They  make  a nice  modem  change  from  the 
fancy  crystal  stemware  I got  as  a wedding  gift  all  those 
years  ago.  At  only  $32  for  a set  of  four  1 1 -ounce  glasses 
(for  white  wine),  or  $38  for  a set  of  four  21 -ounce  glasses 
(for  red  wine),  they  make  a great  gift. 

If  you  decide  to  be  extra  generous  and  add  a bottle  of 
wine  to  this  gift,  be  sure  you  let  your  hosts  know  that  you 
do  not  expect  them  to  open  it  for  dinner  that  night.  It  puts 
your  host  in  an  awkward  situation  if  they  have  already  cho- 
sen a special  wine  to  go  with  the  food  they  have  cooked. 

Dukkah,  Pita  and  Olive  Oil 

Dukkah  is  a coarsely  ground  nut  and  spice  blend  (hazel- 
nuts, dried  chick  peas,  pistachios,  cumin,  coriander  and 
salt)  that  originated  in  Egypt  many  years  ago. 

I learned  that  Egyptian  street  vendors  sell  small  paper 
cones  with  dukkah,  along  with  strips  of  pita  bread.  Cus- 
tomers dip  the  bread  into  the  vendor’s  bowl  of  olive  oil  and 
then  dunk  it  into  their  cone  of  dukkah. 

For  our  girls’  weekend,  I toasted  up  some  Pita  Break  flax 
pita  and  cut  it  into  wedges.  I set  out  a bowl  of  extra  virgin 
olive  oil  and  a bowl  of  dukkah.  It  was  gone  in  about  1 5 min- 
utes. 

It’s  positively  addictive  and  goes  great  with  a glass  of 
Sauvignon  Blanc. 

You  can  make  the  dukkah  yourself  (recipe  below),  or 
order  it  online  from  a specialty  food  shop  in  Orford,  Que- 
bec ( crousset.com ). 

The  GISHUR  CENTER 
Rabbi  Ely  M.  Braun,  M.S. 

Psychotherapist,  Mediator,  Coach 

Churchill  Professional  Building 

725  Churchill  Avenue  N Suite  200  I 

Ottawa,  Ontario  K1Z  5G7 
embraun@gishurcenter.org  61 3-721  -1262 

“ ...  Bridging  Heaven  and  Earth  ..."  Zohar 


The  Ottawa  Jewish  Bulletin  Publishing  Co. 
Ltd.  collects  and  uses  your  personal  information 
primarily  for  the  purpose  of  providing  you  with 
the  products  and  services  you  have  requested 
from  us. 


The  Ottawa  Jewish  Bulletin  may  also  contact 
you  from  time  to  time  to  ask  about  your  account 
or  to  conduct  market  research  and  surveys  in  an 
effort  to  continually  improve  our  product  service 
offerings. 


To  enable  us  to  more  efficiently  provide  the 
products  and  sen/ices  you  have  requested  from 
us,  the  Ottawa  Jewish  Bulletin  may  share  your 
personal  information  with  the  Jewish  Federation 
of  Ottawa,  the  Ottawa  Jewish  Community  Foun- 


dation and  the  Soloway  Jewish  Community 
Centre. 

If  you  would  like  more  information,  or  to 
speak  to  the  Privacy  Officer,  please  call  613- 
798-4696  ext.  256. 
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to  Chanukah  book  reviews 
Kid  Lit 


Deanna  Silverman 


A jump  start 

When  I have  several  Chanukah  storybooks  on  my  shelf, 
as  I do  now,  I can't  help  but  feel  the  holiday  breathing  down 
my  neck;  even  though  it  really  isn't.  Nevertheless,  I'm  re- 
verting to  the  tried-and-tnie  solution  of  devoting  tw'o 
columns  to  reviewing  Chanukah  books. 

When  I've  done  this  in  the  past,  readers  have  occasion- 
ally asked  whether  the  books  are  reviewed  in  thfe  first  or 
second  column  implies  a subtle  preference.  The  answer  is 
no.  Unless  books  deal  with  similar  themes,'  the  order  in  ✓ 
which  they  appear  in  a two-pan  series  is  purely  by  chance. 

, P 

Letter  on  the  Wind:  A Chanukah  Tale  , 

By  Sarah  Manvil  Lamstein  *■ 

Illustrated  by  Neil  Waldman 
Boyds  Mills  Press  2007 
32  pages.  Ages  4-8 

Based  on  a Tunisian  Jewish  folk  tale.  Letter  on  the  Wind 
is  a moving,  lyrically  written  and  magnificently  illustrated 
book  infused  with  an  aura  of  spiritual  intrigue.  Portraying 
an  act  of  faith  and  its  consequences,  the  story  replicates  the 
Chanukah  theme  of  dedication  in  both  an  obvious  and  a less 
obvious  wav 

But  what  do  poverty,  envy  and  gossip  have  to  do  with 
Chanukah?  In  this  story,  everything,  as  Hayim,  the  poorest 
villager  in  a drought-stricken,  destitute,  far-off  village 
sends  a letter  to  the  Almighty  asking  for  help.  Without  it. 
the  villagers  will  have  no  oil  for  their  menorahs  and  will  not 
be  able  to  celebrate  Chanukah. 

Of  course,  all  the  villagers,  and  especially  the  scribe  who 
reluctantly  writes  the  letter,  think  Hayim  is  crazy.  A letter  to 
the  Almighty?  How  do  you  send  such  a letter?  Hayim  uses 
the  wind.  When  the  letter  lands  at  the  feet  of  Ger  Yehudah. 
a famous  Jewish  merchant  in  a far-off  city,  the  merchant  re- 
alizes he  has  been  chosen  as  God's  instrument  to  provide 
the  help. 

The  merchant  immediately  sends  out  a caravan  packed 
with  pure  olive  oil,  a year's  worth  of  food  and  a bejewelled 
silver  menorah.  But  there  was  no  return  address  on  the  let- 
ter. How'  will  the  caravan  reach  the  right  person?  That,  loo, 
is  a matter  of  faith.  All  goes  well  as  the  caravan  is  unloaded 
outside  Hayim's  door  in  the  dead  of  the  night  before  the 


first  nighfof  Chanukah. 

Hayim  is  sure  he's  received  a gift  from  the  Almighty.  He 
eagerly  shares  the  largess  with  all  the  villagers.  But  the 
scribe  is  less  sfire  when  he  sees  an  inscription  on  the  silver 
menorah  that  reads.  "Ger  Yehudah." 

"Is four  Hayim  a thief?”  the  scribe  asks  in  a letter  to  Ger 
Yehudah,  turning  what  should  have  been  a wonderfully 
happy  holiday  for  Hayim  and  the  village  into  one  of  suspi- 
cion, malice  and,  by  the  seventh  night,  lack  of  faith 

Swift  action  from  Ger  Yehudah,  matched  by  Hayim’s 
kindness  and  generosity  to  a stranger,  resolve  the  issue.  The 
Almighty  has  indeed  bestowed  a wonderful  gift  on  two  men 
of  faith  as  everyone  who  reads  Letter  on  the  Wind  and 
admires  its  vibrantly  flowing  watercolour  and  ink  illustra- 
tions will  attest. 

Jodie's  Hunukkah  Dig 

By  Anna  Levine 
Illustrated  by  Ksenia  Topaz 
Kar-Ben  Publishing  2008 
32  pages.  Ages  5-9. 

Jodie ’s  Hunukkah  Dig  is  a charming  version  of  the  well- 
worn  theme  that,  sometimes,  children  can  accomplish  what 
bigger  folks  can't.  Set  in  modern  Israel  during  Chanukah, 
the  story  focuses  on  a young  girl's  desire  to  become  an  ar- 
chaeologist like  her  father. 

Imagine  everyone's  surprise,  then,  when  it  is  Jodie, 
rather  than  her  dad  or  the  famous  archeologist.  Professor 
H offer,  who  overcomes  all  obstacles  to  be  the  first  person 
to  explore  an  underground  cave  newly  discovered  at  an 


' (•/ 1 ///  ) / ’inf/ 

A Chanukah  Talc 


By  Sarah  Marwil  Lamstein;  illustrated  by  Neil  Waldman 

archeological  site  at  Modi 'in,  where  the  Maccabee  revolu- 
tion against  the  Syrians  began. 

Showing  the  same  grit,  determination,  nimbleness  and 
bravery  as  the  Maccabees  of  old.  Jodie's  keen  eyesight  re- 
sults in  confirmation  that  the  site  does,  indeed,  date  back  to 
the  time  of  Judah  Maccabee. 

A playful,  though  predictable  story.  Jodie's  Hunukkah 
Dig  provides  young  readers  with  interesting  information 
about  the  importance  of  archeology  in  Israel  and  what  ac- 
tually occurs  on  an  archeological  site.  Colourful,  realistic 
illustrations  enhance  the  developing  story  line,  beautifully 
matching  its  pace  with  Jodie's  determination. 


The  fine  art  of  asking  ‘ How  are  you?' 


"Hi,  how  are  you?” 

"Do  you  expect  me  to  say  ‘fine'?” 

"Well,  it  doesn't  matter  to  me  if  you  say  ‘ fine’  or  not  It's 
just  a conversation  starter." 

"Are  you  saving  you  don’t  really  care  it  I’m  fine  or  not? 

"No,  no.  I didn't  say  that.  1 just  don't  care  t!  you  say  ‘fine' 
or  not.  Or  ! should  put  it  differently  You  could  either  say 
Tin  fine,*  or  something  else,  and  I would  accept  the  answer 
Obviously,  if  you  said.  Tm  terrible.'  I would  ask  why." 

"But  really,  you  want  me  to  say  '1  m fine  so  we  can  gel 
on  with  the  conversation  You’re  not  really  asking  to  find  out 
how  I am." 

“Why  is  it  such  a big  deal'1" 

"Because  it  is  a big  deal.  Shouldn't  we.  as  human  beings, 
actuallv  be  interested  in  knowing  if  our  friends  are  fine  or 
not?  If  I said  I was  terrible,  oh  sure,  you  would  ask  me  other 
questions,  but.  basically,  you  would  be  impatient  with  me 
and  browned  off  that  I had  answered  with  a non-standard  an- 
swer and  you  would  be  standing  there  with  this  semi-inter- 
ested  look  on  your  face  as  if  you  really  cared  how  1 was.  But, 
really,  the  whole  time  you  would  be  thinking,  ’Why  the 
bleep  didn’t  he  say  he  was  fine?'  And,  after  a moment  or  two. 
you  would  look  at  your  watch,  or  start  fidgeting,  or  try  to 
change  the  subject,  because  who  has  the  time  and  the  energy 
to  really  find  out  how  1 am?  1 can  hardly  figure  it  out  myself 


and  here  you  would  be.  one  of  my  acquaintances,  forced  to 
listen  to  me  ramble  on  and  on  and  on  about  whether  I was 
fine  or  not.  or  why  I was  terrible,  and  all  the  time,  you  would 
be  wondering  when  I was  going  to  finish  and 

"Hev.  slow  down,  you're  having  the  whole  conversation 
by  yourself  Couldn’t  we  try  to  hav  e the  conversation  and  sec 
how  it  goes?  Maybe  it  would  go  differently.  Maybe  1 would 
be  really  interested  in  w hat  you  had  to  say.  But.  until  we  star, 
having  the  conversation  - which  right  now,  you're  not  ha\- 
ing  with  me,  you're  just  rambling  on  about  what  1 might  do 
- how  will  we  know  ?" 

“You  think  I haven’t  had  conversations  before?  You  think 
1 have  no  experience  with  these  things?  What  am  I,  a com- 
plete nincompoop?  Of  course  I know  how  these  conversa- 
tions go.  Besides.  I have  had  conversations  with  you  before." 


“What  are  tou  saying?  Are  you  saying  1 brushed  you  oft 
w hen  vou  didn’t  say  you  were  fine?  Come  to  think  ot  it  you 
always  say  you're  fine  and  we  have  a lone  Conversation 
about  other  things  You've  never  answered  the  How  are 
you?’  with  anything  else/' 

"That  > exactly  my  point.  I never  answer  any  other  way 
because  I know  what  you're  expecting  and  I can  tell  from  the 
wav  you  hurry'  on  from  the  ’I’m  fine.'  answer  that  you  don  t 
really  care.  We  don't  spend  any  time  talking  about  how  I am 
after  l say  ‘I’m  fine.’” 

"But  that's  absurd  If  you  say  you’re  fine,  what  is  there  to 
talk  about?  Look,  there's  only  one  way  of  settling  this  for 
sure.  We’ve  got  to  start  over.  After  I say.  ‘How  are  you?'  you 
answer  any  wav  vou  want.  Then  we'll  sec  whai  happens. 
OK?' 

"Well.  I’m  sure  what  will  happen,  but  OK,  Jet's  start  over. 
You  go  first " 

"All  right.  I'm  bucking  up  a few  steps  and  you  do  it  too. 
Then  we’ll  meet  and  I’ll  sayYHi.  how  are  you?’  Deal  ’ 
“Deal."  1> 

“OK,  here  I come.  Hi,  how  are  you?” 

“Fine,  how  are  you?” 

"1  am  extremely  agitated  because  you  just  said  •fine.’” 
"Well.  1 don’t  have  time  to  talk  now.  So,  see  you.” 

"I  knewr  it!” 
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WHAT’S  GOING  ON 

November  24  to  December  14,  2008 


For  a further  listings 
visit  www.jewishottawa.org/ 
calendar/planitjewish 


WEEKLY  EVENTS 
TUESDAYS 

Israeli  Folkdancing,  learn 
dances,  have  fun,  no  experi- 
ence or  partner  necessary,  Hil- 
lel  Academy,  31  Nadolny  Sachs 
Private,  6:30  pm.  Info:  613- 
722-9323. 


CANDLELIGHTING 

BEFORE 

Nov  28  $ 4:05  pm 

Dec  5 4:02  pm 

Dec  12  O 4:02  pm 
Dec  19  *>  4:04  pm 


MONDAY,  NOVEMBER  24 

Negev  Dinner,  sponsored 
by  the  Jewish  National  Fund 
of  Ottawa,  honouring  Barbara 
Crook  and  Dan  Greenberg, 
with  keynote  speaker  Ambas- 
sador Dennis  Ross,  special 
adviser  to  President-elect 
Barack  Obama  on  Middle 
East  issues,  Museum  of  Civi- 
lization, 6:00  pm.  Info:  613- 
798-2411. 

TUESDAY,  NOVEMBER  25 

Why  Faith  Matters,  spon- 
sored by  the  SJCC,  Rabbi 
David  Wolpe  of  Sinai  Temple  in 
Los  Angeles  discusses  his 
personal  journey  through  life- 
threatening  illness  and  tackles 
issues  such  as  science  and 
religion,  atheism,  whether  reli- 
gion causes  war  and  how  to 
read  the  Bible  in  a modern  con- 
text; part  of  “Live  from  New 
York’s  92nd  Street  Yn  series, 
8:15  pm.  Info:  613-798-9818, 
ext.  271. 


THURSDAY,  NOVEMBER  27 
Yiddish-speaking  group 
“Lomir  Reydn  Yiddish,"  hosted 
by  Jewish  Family  Services,  2255 
Carling  Avenue,  suite  301, 10:00 
am.  Info:  613-722-2225,  ext. 
325. 

5th  Annual  Best  of  Hebrew 

U,  sponsored  by  the  Canadian 
Friends  of  Hebrew  University, 
an  evening  of  enlightenment 
with  world-renowned  profes- 
sors, keynote  speaker  Dr.  Eitan 
Alimi  from  the  Department  of 
Political  Science  on  “Israel:  A 
Political  Update,”  Agudath  Israel 
Congregation,  1400  Coldrey 
Avenue,  5:00  pm.  Full  program 
details:  www.cfhu.org.  Info:  613- 
829-3150. 

SATURDAY,  NOVEMBER  29 
Saturday  Night  Fever, 

dance  the  night  away,  Congre- 
gation Beth  Shalom,  151  Chapel 
Street,  8:00  pm.  Info:  613-798- 
3501,  ext.  223. 


MONDAY,  DECEMBER  1 
“Match  & Marry,"  docu- 
mentary, sponsored  by  Car- 
leton  University’s  Max  and 
Tessie  Zelikovitz  Centre  for 
Jewish  Studies  and  the  SJCC; 
filmed  mainly  in  New  York,  it  of- 
fers a fresh  look  into  the  tradi- 
tion of  matchmaking  that  dates 
back  thousands  of  years;  the 
philosophy  of  marriage  and  the 
roles  of  men  and  women  within 
Orthodox  marriage  are  also  ex- 
plored, 7:00  pm.  Info:  613-520- 
2600,  ext.  1320. 


THURSDAY,  DECEMBER  4 
The  Kibbitz  Club,  spon- 
sored by  Jewish  Family  Services 
and  Congregation  Beth  Shalom, 
seniors'  program  with  entertain- 
ment; transportation  available, 
Congregation  Beth  Shalom,  151 
Chapel  Street,  12:00  pm.  Info: 
613-798-3501,  ext.  223. 

SUNDAY,  DECEMBER  7 
Mitzvah  Day,  sponsored  by 
Young  Adults  Division  of  the 
Jewish  Federation  of  Ottawa; 
everyone  is  invited  to  donate 


their  hair  to  Locks  of  Love;  pro- 
fessional stylists  are  donating 
their  time  to  cut  the  ponytails 
and  style  donors’  hair.  Donations 
to  the  Snowsuit  Fund  welcome; 
many  activities  for  all  ages.  Info: 
613-798-4696,  ext.  270. 

Chinese  Auction  - Choco- 
late Chances,  sponsored  by 
Torah  Academy  and  Hymie  and 
Shirley  Schildkraut,  school 
fundraiser,  delectable  food, 
prizes,  Torah  Academy  of  Ot- 
tawa, 1119  Lazard,  7:00  pm. 
Info:  613-274-0110,  ext.  116. 


COMING  SOON 

WEDNESDAY,  DECEMBER  17 

Let’s  do  Lunch,  sponsored  by  Jewish  Family  Services  and  Congregation  Agudath  Israel, 
monthly  seniors’  luncheon  and  entertainment,  Agudath  Israel,  1400  Coldrey  Avenue,  12:00  pm. 
Info:  613-728-3501. 

FEBRUARY  21  TO  MARCH  1,  2009 

Tour  the  winery  industry  in  Israel,  sponsored  by  Canadian  Friends  of  Hebrew  University, 
with  Join  Tony  Aspler,  Canada’s  premier  wine  critic,  and  a unique  and  wonderful  tasting  tour 
of  Israel’s  growing  boutique  wine  industry.  Info:  613-829-3150. 


Unless  otherwise  noted,  activities  take  place  at  The  Joseph  and  Rose  Ages  Family  Building,  21  Nadolny  Sachs  Private. 


This  information  is  taken  Irom  the  community  calendar  maintained  by  the  Jewish  Ottawa  InfoCentre.  Organizations  which  would  like  their  events  to  be  listed,  no  matter  where  they  are  to  be  held,  should  send  the  information  to  InfoCentre  co- 
ordinator Benita  Siemiatycki  via  e-mail  at  bslemiatycki@jewishottawa.com  or  fax  at  613-798-4695.  She  can  also  be  reached  by  telephone  at  613-798-4644.  Accurate  details  must  be  provided  and  all  events  must  be  open  to  the  Jewish  public. 


Give  a Chanukah  gift  subscription 
to  the  Ottawa  Jewish  Bulletinl 

Special  rates  valid  until  January  16,  2009. 
See  page  15  for  details. 


Condolences 


Condolences  are  extended 
to  the  families  of: 

Isle  Cohen 

Annette  Lipsey,  Toronto 
(mother  of  Shaina  Lipsey) 

Isaac  Rabinovitch 
Leslie  Sela 

May  their  memory 
be  a blessing  always. 


The  Condolence  Column 
is  offered  as  a public  service 
to  the  community. 
There  is  no  charge. 

For  a listing 
in  this  column, 
please  call 
Carolene  Preap, 
613-798-4696,  ext.  232. 
Voice  mail  is  available. 


Bulletin 

DEADLINES 

November  26  for  December  15* 

2009 

January  7 for  January  26 
January  2 1 for  February  9 
February  4 for  February  23 
February  18  for  March  9 
March  4 for  March  23 

* Community-wide  Issue  (all  dates  subject  to  change) 


Readers 
and  advertisers 
are  advised 
that  the  next  edition 
of  the  Bulletin 
will  be  published  on 
December  15,  2008. 

This  is  a 
community-wide 
edition. 

The  deadline  date 
is  Wednesday, 
November  26,  2008. 


